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This book offers a comprehensive introduction to urban design, from a historical
overview and basic principles to practical design concepts and strategies. It
discusses the demographic, environmental, economic, and social issues that
influence the decision-making and implementation processes of urban design.
The Second Edition has been fully revised to include thorough coverage of
sustainability issues and to integrate new case studies into the core concepts
discussed.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

A comprehensive, completely up-to-date guide to the latest best practices in urban design

This entirely updated new Second Edition of Urban Design for an Urban Century offers a complete and
thorough introduction to urban design, covering the demographic, environmental, economic, and social
issues that shape urbanism today.

The book begins with an historical survey of trends and practices in Western urban design—from the earliest
organic cities to the rise and subsequent decline of industrialized cities—as a foundation and context for the
state of modern practice. It then moves on to discuss emerging forces shaping urban design such as the
recentralization of populations as people move back into cities from suburbs, the emergence of “smart
growth” in urban environments, the growing social impacts of economic disparities, the pressure to balance
individual and community needs and rights in the public realm, and similar dynamics. Additionally, the book
features new discussions of decision-making processes and implementation strategies, resiliency, and
expanded coverage of sustainability issues, both local and global. Finally, the book describes current theories
of urbanism, including new urbanism and landscape urbanism, before finishing with a discussion of
principles, strategies, and process and how these three elements shape urban design for everything from
ecodistricts and retrofitted suburban downtowns to New York City’s National 9/11 Memorial.

This new Second Edition integrates new case studies throughout the text exploring urban projects from
Singapore to Caracas to Chicago that illuminate the opportunities and challenges in an unprecedented era of
urban design.

About the Author

Lance Jay Brown, FAIA, DPACSA, is the principal of Lance Jay Brown Architecture + Urban Design in
NYC, Fellow of the Institute for Urban Design, and ACSA Distinguished Professor at the Spitzer School of
Architecture, CCNY. He was elected 2014 President of the AIA New York Chapter, is co-founder of its
Design for Risk and Reconstruction Committee, and a founding Board Member of the Consortium for
Sustainable Urbanization. He contributed to and co-edited Beyond Zuccotti Park: Freedom of Assembly and
the Occupation of Public Space (2012) and co-authored The Legacy Project: New Housing New York/Via
Verde (2013). In 2007 he was awarded the AIA/ACSA Topaz Medallion for Excellence in Architectural
Education. He has served as director of the School of Architecture at CCNY, director of the City College
Architectural Center, and assistant director for programs at the National Endowment for the Arts.

David Dixon, FAIA, is an urban designer who lives and works in Boston. In 2003, as President of the
Boston Society of Architects, he organized Myth and Reality, the First National Conference on Density to
challenge widely-held negative associations about the concept of urban density. In 2008 he received the
American Institute of Architects’ Thomas Jefferson Medal for “a lifetime of... significant achievement in
creating...livable neighborhoods, vibrant civic spaces, and vital downtowns”. For more than 20 years he led
Goody Clancy’s planning and urban design practice, which earned the American Planning Association’s
2013 Firm Award for Excellence in Planning. In 2014, David joined Stantec to initiate a broadly
interdisciplinary practice to support communities in meeting the unprecedented opportunities and challenges



of this rapidly evolving urban era.

The late Oliver Gillham, AIA, was an architect and city planner, as well as the founder of Gillham &
Gander Associates. He was also the coauthor of The Limitless City: A Primer on the Urban Sprawl Debate.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carol Boissonneault:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Urban Design for an Urban Century: Shaping More Livable,
Equitable, and Resilient Cities.

Sondra Spencer:

The ability that you get from Urban Design for an Urban Century: Shaping More Livable, Equitable, and
Resilient Cities is a more deep you excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you get
thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Urban Design for an Urban
Century: Shaping More Livable, Equitable, and Resilient Cities giving you enjoyment feeling of reading.
The writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by anyone who read it because the
author of this e-book is well-known enough. This book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. So it
is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
recommend you for having this particular Urban Design for an Urban Century: Shaping More Livable,
Equitable, and Resilient Cities instantly.

Arthur Furr:

The book untitled Urban Design for an Urban Century: Shaping More Livable, Equitable, and Resilient
Cities is the reserve that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the guide content that will
be shown to anyone. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you is
absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Urban Design for an Urban Century: Shaping More
Livable, Equitable, and Resilient Cities from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Steven Barraza:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This reserve Urban Design for an Urban Century: Shaping More Livable,



Equitable, and Resilient Cities was filled regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge
about your research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you
know how big benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like now, many
ways to get book you wanted.
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