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Funerary practices have long been a classic topic of anthropological inquiry,
which has tended to focus on death rituals as expressions and reinforcers of
community ties and values. In this book, the author looks at funerals as an urban
business, based on her fieldwork at a large Japanese funeral company. Her
central theme is the progressive commercialization of what once were primarily
religious rituals. The book depicts the process of contemporary Japanese
funerals, the practices of those who provide commercial funeral services, and the
motivations and behavior of the mourners who purchase those services. In so
doing, it examines the role of funeral companies in shaping Japanese cultural
practices and changing an important aspect of Japanese society. The author
addresses several related questions: What cultural changes accompanied the shift
from traditional community funeral rituals to commercial funeral services? How
did the mass consumption of commercial funerals produce cultural homogeneity
while allowing for differences in individual services? How does the marketing of
professional funeral services mediate changing cultural values? How have
commercial services served to objectify changing concepts of dying, death, and
the deceased in contemporary Japan? The author demonstrates that the funeral
industry, the purchasers of funeral services, and Japanese values surrounding
death are mutually dependent and are responsible for supporting, representing,
and transforming cultural practices. Throughout, the author relates vivid and
often moving details and anecdotes to lend a personal element to her study of the
commodification of death in Japan.

 Download The Price of Death: The Funeral Industry in Contem ...pdf

 Read Online The Price of Death: The Funeral Industry in Cont ...pdf

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0804735611
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0804735611
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0804735611
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0804735611
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0804735611
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0804735611
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0804735611
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0804735611
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0804735611
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0804735611
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0804735611


The Price of Death: The Funeral Industry in Contemporary
Japan

By Hikaru Suzuki

The Price of Death: The Funeral Industry in Contemporary Japan By Hikaru Suzuki

Funerary practices have long been a classic topic of anthropological inquiry, which has tended to focus on
death rituals as expressions and reinforcers of community ties and values. In this book, the author looks at
funerals as an urban business, based on her fieldwork at a large Japanese funeral company. Her central theme
is the progressive commercialization of what once were primarily religious rituals. The book depicts the
process of contemporary Japanese funerals, the practices of those who provide commercial funeral services,
and the motivations and behavior of the mourners who purchase those services. In so doing, it examines the
role of funeral companies in shaping Japanese cultural practices and changing an important aspect of
Japanese society. The author addresses several related questions: What cultural changes accompanied the
shift from traditional community funeral rituals to commercial funeral services? How did the mass
consumption of commercial funerals produce cultural homogeneity while allowing for differences in
individual services? How does the marketing of professional funeral services mediate changing cultural
values? How have commercial services served to objectify changing concepts of dying, death, and the
deceased in contemporary Japan? The author demonstrates that the funeral industry, the purchasers of funeral
services, and Japanese values surrounding death are mutually dependent and are responsible for supporting,
representing, and transforming cultural practices. Throughout, the author relates vivid and often moving
details and anecdotes to lend a personal element to her study of the commodification of death in Japan.
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Editorial Review

Review
"I am fascinated overall by the immediacy of interactions that this book captures, which include Suzuki's
own emotions and experiences of relationships that revolve around invented memorial services. Suzuki's
analytical scheme provides an important contribution to the anthropological understanding of the interplay
between symbolic production, consumer lifestyle and culture in post-industrial social settings." (Pacific
Affaris)

"Very little detailed ethnographic research has been published, even in Japanese, on the role of the funeral
company in contemporary Japanese funerals, or on the people who work at funerals either inside or outside
those companies. Suzuki's observation that there is a class structure within the ranks of funeral professionals,
and that this structure influences the handling of the body and the degree of support extended to bereaved
families, is a fresh insight that deserves full credit." (Murakami Kokyo Social Science Japan Journal)

"[The Price of Death] makes an excellent contribution to our understanding of the nature of a Japanese
enterprise from an economic point of view and with a rich fund of ethnographic insight." (Enterprise &
Society)

"The Price of Death is an extraordinary ethnography of work, and a welcome addition to the literature on
modern ceremonies, not just for the subject matter itself, but for the ethnographer's keen eye and perceptive
insights into the contemporary funeral industry." (The Journal of Asian Studies)

"Hikaru Suzuki's exploration of the commodification of funeral rites in Japan transcends its seemingly grim
topic to provide an enlightening look at the living. . . . [It] reveals how deeply personal attitudes toward life,
death, and the afterlife have shaped, and been shaped by, commercial forces, in this case the funeral
industry." (Asian Affairs)

"Suzuki does a superb job. . . . The Price of Death is absorbing reading. The rich ethnography and the focus
on a subject that heretofore has received hardly any scholarly attention make it an important addition to our
understanding of contemporary Japan." (Monumenta Nipponica)

"Her study will be an important and revealing case for those who wish to use ethnography for a fuller
interpretation of the commodification of life services in late capitalist Japan. This is a very appealing and
provocative contribution, succintly developed and full of insight." (Journal of Japanese Studies)

"This original and stimulating book presents detailed ethnographic information on a little-known aspect of
Japanese society. It is a lively and moving account, with many interesting analytic points. The author's
behind-the-scenes perspective on the funeral industry and the symbols and social markers involved in their
performance of the funeral are fascinating." (Theodore Bestor)

From the Inside Flap

Funerary practices have long been a classic topic of anthropological inquiry, which has tended to focus on
death rituals as expressions and reinforcers of community ties and values. In this book, the author looks at
funerals as an urban business, based on her fieldwork at a large Japanese funeral company. Her central theme



is the progressive commercialization of what once were primarily religious rituals.
The book depicts the process of contemporary Japanese funerals, the practices of those who provide
commercial funeral services, and the motivations and behavior of the mourners who purchase those services.
In so doing, it examines the role of funeral companies in shaping Japanese cultural practices and changing an
important aspect of Japanese society.
The author addresses several related questions: What cultural changes accompanied the shift from traditional
community funeral rituals to commercial funeral services? How did the mass consumption of commercial
funerals produce cultural homogeneity while allowing for differences in individual services? How does the
marketing of professional funeral services mediate changing cultural values? How have commercial services
served to objectify changing concepts of dying, death, and the deceased in contemporary Japan?
The author demonstrates that the funeral industry, the purchasers of funeral services, and Japanese values
surrounding death are mutually dependent and are responsible for supporting, representing, and transforming
cultural practices. Throughout, the author relates vivid and often moving details and anecdotes to lend a
personal element to her study of the commodification of death in Japan.

From the Back Cover

“This original and stimulating book presents detailed ethnographic information on a little-known aspect of
Japanese society. It is a lively and moving account, with many interesting analytic points. The author’s
behind-the-scenes perspective on the funeral industry and the symbols and social markers involved in their
performance of the funeral are fascinating.” —Theodore Bestor, Cornell University
“[The Price of Death] makes an excellent contribution to our understanding of the nature of a Japanese
enterprise from an economic point of view and with a rich fund of ethnographic insight.”—Enterprise &
Society

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Albin:

The ability that you get from The Price of Death: The Funeral Industry in Contemporary Japan will be the
more deep you rooting the information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading
it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but The Price of Death: The Funeral Industry in
Contemporary Japan giving you joy feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in a number of
way that can be understood through anyone who read the item because the author of this book is well-known
enough. This kind of book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to
understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having
this specific The Price of Death: The Funeral Industry in Contemporary Japan instantly.

Orville Norman:

The reserve with title The Price of Death: The Funeral Industry in Contemporary Japan contains a lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book
exist new expertise the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world at this
point. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will
bring you throughout new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so
you can read the item anywhere you want.



Audrey Stockman:

Beside that The Price of Death: The Funeral Industry in Contemporary Japan in your phone, it could give
you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you can got
here is fresh in the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow village. It is
good thing to have The Price of Death: The Funeral Industry in Contemporary Japan because this book offers
to your account readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh
come on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book and read it
from today!

James Hibner:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. That The Price of Death: The Funeral Industry in
Contemporary Japan can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have matter
that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for
you to get success. This publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by
knowing more than additional make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have The
Price of Death: The Funeral Industry in Contemporary Japan.
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