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Charles Baxter inaugurates The Art of, a new series on the craft of writing, with
the wit and intelligence he brought to his celebrated book Burning Down the
House: Essays on Fiction.

Fiction writer and essayist Charles Baxter's The Art of Subtext: Beyond Plot
discusses and illustrates the hidden subtextual overtones and undertones in
fictional works haunted by the unspoken, the suppressed, and the secreted. Using
an array of examples from Melville and Dostoyevsky to contemporary writers
Paula Fox, Edward P. Jones, and Lorrie Moore, Baxter explains how fiction
writers create those visible and invisible details, how what is displayed evokes
what is not displayed.

The Art of Subtext is part of The Art of series, a new line of books by important
authors on the craft of writing, edited by Charles Baxter. Each book examines a
singular, but often assumed or neglected, issue facing the contemporary writer of
fiction, nonfiction, or poetry. The Art of series means to restore the art of
criticism while illuminating the art of writing.
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Fiction writer and essayist Charles Baxter's The Art of Subtext: Beyond Plot discusses and illustrates the
hidden subtextual overtones and undertones in fictional works haunted by the unspoken, the suppressed, and
the secreted. Using an array of examples from Melville and Dostoyevsky to contemporary writers Paula Fox,
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Though there are passages where this slim, college-lecture-style volume turns facile or tiresome, novelist
Baxter's analysis of "the implied, the half-visible, and the unspoken" in literature is saved from irrelevance
by a keen sense of pacing and a healthy dose of self-awareness (after confidently zooming through seminal
works by Herman Melville, John Cheever, and F. Scott Fitzgerald, Baxter confesses, "I feel that ... I am on
the verge of what Walt Whitman calls 'a usual mistake.' I don't wish to simplify what is actually intricate").
Indeed, as the brief chapters of this little book build on each other, Baxter's observations-which initially seem
more like interesting rhetorical devices than substantive arguments-gain clarity and momentum, and the
accumulation of anecdotal asides about writers' workshops and former students turn them from annoying
interjections into helpful indicators of Baxter's relationship with literature. Many of the issues raised in this
volume are as old as the study of literature itself, but Baxter's ability to ask unusual and incisive questions of
familiar topics (Why is the volatility of Dostoyevsky's characters so unpleasant? Why is it so difficult-and
yet so vital-to describe facial features?) makes this little volume worthwhile for the engaged student of
literature.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review

“Baxter is smart about all aspects of craft.” ?The Corresponder

“A wonderful new volume about writing that's also about reading and the ways we make meaning in our
lives.” ?The Observer

About the Author

CHARLES BAXTER is the author of ten books, including The Feast of Love, a finalist for the National
Book Award, and Burning Down the House: Essays on Fiction. He teaches at the University of Minnesota
and lives in Minneapolis.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Keisha Kent:

The event that you get from The Art of Subtext: Beyond Plot may be the more deep you digging the
information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is
hard to be aware of but The Art of Subtext: Beyond Plot giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article
writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who read this because the
author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We propose you for having that The Art of Subtext: Beyond Plot instantly.



Hannelore Evans:

This The Art of Subtext: Beyond Plot is great e-book for you because the content that is full of information
for you who else always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it details
accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the idea
hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but
tricky core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The Art of Subtext: Beyond Plot in your
hand like getting the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no
publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do that. So , this really is
good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?

Debra Lovern:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in
e-book way, more simple and reachable. This particular The Art of Subtext: Beyond Plot can give you a lot
of friends because by you investigating this one book you have factor that they don't and make you actually
more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide
offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than various other make
you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Art of Subtext: Beyond Plot.

Alice Myers:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
From the book The Art of Subtext: Beyond Plot we can acquire more advantage. Don't that you be creative
people? To be creative person must like to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suited with your
aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with this book The Art of Subtext: Beyond Plot. You can
more appealing than now.
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