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The renowned scholar Rüdiger Safranski’s Romanticism: A German Affair both
offers an accessible overview of Romanticism and, more critically, traces its
lasting influence, for better and for ill, on German culture. Safranski begins with
the eighteenthcentury Sturm und Drang movement, which would sow the seeds
for Romanticism in Germany. While Romanticism was a broad artistic, literary,
and intellectual movement, German thinkers were especially concerned with its
strong philosophical-metaphysical and religious dimension. Safranski follows
this spirit in its afterlife in the work of Heinrich Heine, Richard Wagner,
Friedrich Nietzsche, Thomas Mann, and through the later artistic upheavals of
the twentieth century. He concludes by carefully considering Romanticism’s
possible influence in the rise of National Socialism and the student revolt of
1968.

Romanticism: A German Affair is essential reading for anyone interested in the
power of art, culture, and ideas in the life of a nation.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Safranski’s Romanticism is overdue—an enlightenedly bright, even cheerful description of a special way of
being. It is the novel of the German spirit.” —Der Spiegel

 

“Rüdiger Safranski brilliantly familiarizes us with Romanticism and the Romantic. His terrific book
combines philosophical analysis and anecdotes in such a skillful way that we are faced with something rare:
fascinatingly told German intellectual history. Thanks to his erudition and linguistic capability, he contrives
to open the treasure chamber of intellectual history.” —Die Zeit

This volume is a welcome addition to the literature on German Romanticism in English. Summing
Up:Recommended. All readers." —CHOICE

About the Author
RÜDIGER SAFRANSKI is a distinguished philosopher and writer whose works have received numerous
awards and have been translated into nineteen languages. His books published in English include Nietzsche:
A Political Biography (2001), Martin Heidegger: Between Good and Evil (1998), and Schopenhauer and the
Wild Years of Philosophy (1990). He lives in Germany.

ROBERT E. GOODWIN is a member of the faculty of Skidmore College in Saratoga Springs, New York.
He is the author of The Playworld of Sanskrit Drama (1998) and the translator of Markus Werner’s novel On
the Edge (2012).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marilyn Apperson:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Sure,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take
a stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book called Romanticism: A
German Affair? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your
time together with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has the
opinion or you have different opinion?



Ryan Wysocki:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question simply because
just their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because
start from on pre-school until university need this particular Romanticism: A German Affair to read.

Tania Arney:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Romanticism: A German
Affair book as basic and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Zandra Woods:

The actual book Romanticism: A German Affair will bring someone to the new experience of reading any
book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book
very suited to you. The book Romanticism: A German Affair is much recommended to you you just read.
You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.
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