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The books of Job, Proverbs and Ecclesiastes are rooted in the order created by
the one true God. Their steady gaze penetrates to the very nature of created
reality and leads us toward peace and human flourishing. Craig Bartholomew and
Ryan O'Dowd tune our ears to hear once again Lady Wisdom calling in the
streets. Old Testament Wisdom Literature provides an informed introduction to
the Old Testament wisdom books Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and Job. Establishing
the books in the context of ancient Near Eastern wisdom traditions and literature,
the authors move beyond the scope of typical introductions to discuss the
theological and hermeneutical implications of this literature.
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Editorial Review

Review
"The book's strengths, including its rigorous exegesis, faithfulness to the Biblical text, readability,
recommended reading lists, thorough indices, and accessibility and applicability to Christians across the
spectrum--laity, pastors, and scholars--make this an essential volume for studying the Old Testament
Wisdom Literature." (Russell L. Meek, Southwestern Journal of Theology, 56,1)

"Within their discussion of aesthetics, Bartholomew and O'Dowd argue for the value and role of the arts.
They demonstrate how wisdom unites heart and mind, as well as how poetry is a primary vehicle for
conveying wisdom. Although written for pastors and seminary students, this book is accessible for anyone
interested in Wisdom literature." (Stephen M. Vantassel, BibleStudy Magazine, July & August 2011)

"Clear, accessible and insightful. Bartholomew and O'Dowd have teamed up to produce an introduction to
the theology of wisdom that will not only inform the readers' minds but encourage their spiritual
development as well. Great for classroom use." (Tremper Longman, Robert H. Gundry Professor of Biblical
Studies, Westmont College)

"For an introductory level book, there are rich pickings to be found in Old Testament Wisdom Literature!
The tone of the book is accessible enough to make it an appealing and stimulating experience for any
'reading Christian,' but there are also depths here to engage even the most seasoned student of the Old
Testament's Wisdom literature. The key to this book's success is in its title--it is truly a theological
introduction, and this sets it apart from other introductory volumes to the Wisdom literature. Careful
explanation of critical issues regarding Proverbs, Job and Ecclesiastes is followed by close readings of
specific texts and consideration of their lasting theological significance. And the concluding chapters on
Jesus as the Wisdom of God, and the theology of the Wisdom literature both in the original and in today's
context are, quite simply, masterful. If you want to 'get wisdom' (Proverbs 4:5), then this book will be a
tremendously helpful companion for the journey." (Jamie Grant, vice principal, Highland Theological
College)

"Be not misled: this is much more than a theological introduction to the Old Testament wisdom books. It is a
wide-ranging survey of their significance against their ancient Middle Eastern background and in the context
of modern study. It stresses and explicates their poetic nature, and it makes illuminating links with modern
and postmodern thinking." (John Goldingay, Fuller Theological Seminary)

"Craig Bartholomew and Ryan O'Dowd have given the church a theology of Wisdom literature that is like
apples of gold in settings of silver. Its apples of gold are its profound, penetrating and accurate insights into
Old Testament wisdom. These are set in the silver settings of discerning evaluations, an engaging style, and
the best of ancient and modern scholarship." (Bruce Waltke, Professor Emeritus of Biblical Studies, Regent
College, and Distinguished Professor of Old Testament, Knox Theological Seminary)

About the Author
Craig G. Bartholomew is H. Evan Runner Professor of Philosophy and professor of religion at Redeemer
University College in Ancaster, Ontario. He is dean of the St Georges Centre for Biblical and Public
Theology as well as adjunct faculty at Trinity College, Bristol. He has written and edited numerous books,
including Introducing Biblical Hermeneutics, The Drama of Scripture (with Michael Goheen), Old



Testament Wisdom Literature (with Ryan O'Dowd), and a commentary on Ecclesiastes. He initiated and
directed the Scripture and Hermeneutics Seminar, which now continues as part of the St Georges Centre.

Ryan O´Dowd is senior visiting lecturer in aerospace studies at Cornell University. Previously he taught Old
Testament at Redeemer University College in Ancaster, Ontario, and was on the faculty of the Paideia
Centre for Public Theology. He is author of The Wisdom of Torah and chair of the Scripture and
Hermeneutics Seminar, which is part of the Paideia Centre.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Barbara Kimmel:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Old
Testament Wisdom Literature: A Theological Introduction book as nice and daily reading publication. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Flora Godfrey:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more time
to be study. Old Testament Wisdom Literature: A Theological Introduction can be your answer because it
can be read by an individual who have those short spare time problems.

Shalon Dougherty:

Beside this particular Old Testament Wisdom Literature: A Theological Introduction in your phone, it might
give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can got
here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have Old Testament Wisdom Literature: A Theological Introduction because
this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but you rarely get
what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss that? Find this book as well as read it from at this point!

Mark Adair:

This Old Testament Wisdom Literature: A Theological Introduction is fresh way for you who has attention
to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you into it getting



knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Old
Testament Wisdom Literature: A Theological Introduction can be the light food to suit your needs because
the information inside this book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books create itself in the form which
is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in reserve form make them
feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is no in reading a guide especially this one. You
can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book
sort for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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