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This innovative reader brings together key works that demonstrate the important
and unique contributions anthropologists have made to the understanding and
practice of human rights over the last 60 years.

Draws on a range of intellectual and methodological approaches to reveal both●

the ambiguities and potential of the postwar human rights project
Brings together essays by both contemporary luminaries and seminal figures to●

provide a rich introduction to the subject
Supplemented with selected international human rights documents and links to●

websites on human rights
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Editorial Review

Review
"Provides an important introduction to core epistemological, moral, and methodological questions at stake. ...
Recommended reading not just as background literature for students of the field, but for the wider
anthropological community seeking to come to terms with rights." (Social Anthropology, January 2010)

"Goodale has an apt sense of what is important and what has yet to be done in the anthropological encounter
with human rights ... .The book raises valuable questions not only about human rights but ultimately about
cultural relativism, the concept of culture, and the practice and future of anthropology itself." (Academici,
April 2009)

"The book draws on a range of intellectual and methodological approaches to explore both the ambiguities
and potential of the postwar human rights project." (Law & Social Inquiry, Spring 2009)

Review
"With this volume, Goodale defines the parameters of an exciting area of emergent inquiry and enables us to
put the study of human rights at the centre of curricula in both anthropology and law and society. It is an
inspiring primer for those new to the field."
–Rosemary Coombe, York University

"Critical in its dialogue with neighbouring disciplines, empirically grounded and self-reflexive, imbued with
a keen sense of history and an awareness of the dilemmas facing academics and activists alike in the field of
human rights, this remarkable collection brings together some of the best recent scholarship in anthropology
on the subject."
–Shalini Randeria, University of Zurich

"This excellent volume offers at once a wide-ranging and an acutely critical take on a topic of increasing
global significance."
–John Comaroff, University of Chicago

"No praise is high enough for this astonishing anthology, which brings some rare gifts towards a renewed
understanding of human rights from the platforms of critical anthropology."
–Upendra Baxi, University of Warwick

"This is a spectacularly valuable and enlightening anthology… The collection really is essential reading for
anyone seriously interested in a deeper understanding of the challenges and pitfalls of promoting human
rights."
–Philip Alston, New York University School of Law

From the Back Cover
Human Rights: An Anthropological Reader is a groundbreaking collection that brings together key works
that demonstrate the important and unique contributions that anthropologists have made to the understanding
and practice of human rights over the last 60 years.



For decades, anthropologists have drawn on a range of intellectual and methodological approaches in order
to reveal both the ambiguities and tremendous potential of the postwar human rights project. This volume
synthesizes these different approaches and demonstrates how anthropologists have engaged with human
rights as committed activists, empirical researchers, and cultural critics. By examining and drawing out the
broader implications of this continuing legacy for the twenty-first century, this text serves as an essential
resource for researchers, practitioners, and students of human rights.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sandra Gregory:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Human Rights: An Anthropological Reader. You can
choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important any book
Human Rights: An Anthropological Reader. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world
by just a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can realize everything! From your country
till foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In
this era, you can open a book or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it
when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's study.

Pablo Cowart:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
routine give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual Human Rights: An
Anthropological Reader is kind of book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Joy Rodriguez:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Human Rights: An
Anthropological Reader which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Larhonda Kennedy:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed to
be exactly added. This guide Human Rights: An Anthropological Reader was filled regarding science. Spend



your time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has various feel when
they reading a book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can feel enjoy to read a book. In the
modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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