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History in Transit comprises Dominick LaCapra's explorations of relationships
he believes have been insufficiently theorized: between experience and identity,
between history and various theories of subjectivity, between extreme events and
their representation, between institutional structures and the kinds of knowledge
produced within them. Taken together, these discussions form a dialogical
encounter, positing the links among epistemological questions, historicist ones,
and issues pertaining to disciplinary and institutional politics.

Reacting against the antitheoretical bias of some prominent historians, LaCapra
presents an alternative model of historiographical practice?one in which
emphases on plurality and hybridity are combined with the concept of historical
experience. For LaCapra experience emerges as a category both theoretically
determined and anchored in the facticity of the everyday. LaCapra tests the
assumptions and implications of the way one approaches the past by looking to
psychoanalysis to render more self-aware the relationship between the historian
and his or her material. He offers criticisms of assumptions held by practicing
historians and theorists, placing the study of history at the center of a larger
argument about the role of the contemporary university.

Contesting both corporatization and claims that the university is in ruins,
LaCapra writes, "It is paradoxical that the demand to make the university
conform to an ever-increasing extent to a market or business model seems
oblivious to the fact that the American university has probably been the most
successful of its type in the world, that students from other countries
disproportionately desire to study in it."
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History in Transit comprises Dominick LaCapra's explorations of relationships he believes have been
insufficiently theorized: between experience and identity, between history and various theories of
subjectivity, between extreme events and their representation, between institutional structures and the kinds
of knowledge produced within them. Taken together, these discussions form a dialogical encounter, positing
the links among epistemological questions, historicist ones, and issues pertaining to disciplinary and
institutional politics.

Reacting against the antitheoretical bias of some prominent historians, LaCapra presents an alternative model
of historiographical practice?one in which emphases on plurality and hybridity are combined with the
concept of historical experience. For LaCapra experience emerges as a category both theoretically
determined and anchored in the facticity of the everyday. LaCapra tests the assumptions and implications of
the way one approaches the past by looking to psychoanalysis to render more self-aware the relationship
between the historian and his or her material. He offers criticisms of assumptions held by practicing
historians and theorists, placing the study of history at the center of a larger argument about the role of the
contemporary university.

Contesting both corporatization and claims that the university is in ruins, LaCapra writes, "It is paradoxical
that the demand to make the university conform to an ever-increasing extent to a market or business model
seems oblivious to the fact that the American university has probably been the most successful of its type in
the world, that students from other countries disproportionately desire to study in it."
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Editorial Review

Review
"History in Transit contains ingeniously interrelated explorations of sometimes discussed but insufficiently
theorized relationships. While each chapter can stand on its own as a major contribution to its particular
subfield, together they constitute the sort of 'dialogical encounter' that the author examines throughout the
text."?Scott Spector, University of Michigan-Ann Arbor

"This book provides careful and brilliant readings of important debates in contemporary theory and is a
powerful contribution to these debates. Negotiating the tensions between theoretical methods that focus on
the sign and marginalize the referent, and those that emphasize the material, non-textual, and traumatic
elements of history, Dominick LaCapra astutely delineates 'experience' as a basic and undertheorized
concept. In so doing, he shows how experience can enrich existing notions of alterity, transcendence, trauma,
ethics, and much of the remaining lexicon of contemporary literary studies."?James Berger, author of After
the End: Representations of Post-Apocalypse

About the Author

Dominick LaCapra is Professor Emeritus of History atCornell University. He is the author of many books,
includingHistory, Literature, Critical Theory;History and Its Limits: Human, Animal, Violence; andHistory
in Transit: Experience, Identity, Critical Theory, all from Cornell.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Esther Watson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the guide entitled History in Transit: Experience, Identity, Critical Theory. Try
to the actual book History in Transit: Experience, Identity, Critical Theory as your buddy. It means that it can
to become your friend when you sense alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than previously.
Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every
thing by the book. So , we should make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Julie Boyle:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific History in Transit:
Experience, Identity, Critical Theory book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this



book is more than just a book.

Annis Blank:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will probably
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This History in Transit: Experience, Identity,
Critical Theory is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Julie Gooch:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you read,
if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy read one
having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual History in Transit: Experience, Identity,
Critical Theory is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.
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