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This book develops a theology of childhood both from a theoretical basis in
biblical theology (especially the gospel of Mark) and practical experience in
children and youth ministry. Mercer builds on classical theologians such as
Augustine, Calvin, Barth, and Rahner as well as modern feminist theologians
such as Brock and Russell. She gains insights from pastoral theologians such as
Capps and Couture and from contemporary cultural criticism. Mercer challenges
approaches to educational and liturgical practices with children in congregations
that segregate children from the rest of the church and its key practices of
service, mission, worship, care, and learning. She reframes ministries with
children as processes through which the church as a "community of practice"
forms children into an alternative identity that resists surrounding consumerist
culture and walks in the ways of Jesus. This book offers strategies for educational
practices with children in congregations as it seeks to address the question,
"What might educational practices that welcome children and contribute to their
flourishing look like in the context of a faith community where children's
learning happens in collaboration with experienced practitioners of faith?"
Outlining a feminist practical theology of childhood, it explores five basic
theological claims: (1) children as gifts and parenting as a religious practice of
stewardship; (2) welcoming those who welcome and care for children; (3)
children as already fully human; (4) children as part of the purposes of God; and
(5) acknowledging and transforming the sufferings of children.
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This book develops a theology of childhood both from a theoretical basis in biblical theology (especially the
gospel of Mark) and practical experience in children and youth ministry. Mercer builds on classical
theologians such as Augustine, Calvin, Barth, and Rahner as well as modern feminist theologians such as
Brock and Russell. She gains insights from pastoral theologians such as Capps and Couture and from
contemporary cultural criticism. Mercer challenges approaches to educational and liturgical practices with
children in congregations that segregate children from the rest of the church and its key practices of service,
mission, worship, care, and learning. She reframes ministries with children as processes through which the
church as a "community of practice" forms children into an alternative identity that resists surrounding
consumerist culture and walks in the ways of Jesus. This book offers strategies for educational practices with
children in congregations as it seeks to address the question, "What might educational practices that welcome
children and contribute to their flourishing look like in the context of a faith community where children's
learning happens in collaboration with experienced practitioners of faith?" Outlining a feminist practical
theology of childhood, it explores five basic theological claims: (1) children as gifts and parenting as a
religious practice of stewardship; (2) welcoming those who welcome and care for children; (3) children as
already fully human; (4) children as part of the purposes of God; and (5) acknowledging and transforming
the sufferings of children.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Joyce Ann Mercer is Professor of Practical Theology at Virginia Theological Seminary. Before joining the
faculty at VTS, she served on faculties at San Francisco Theological Seminary and the Graduate Theological
Union, and at Union Theological Seminary in the Philippines. Dr. Mercer has also served as a parish
minister, hospital chaplin, and clinical social worker.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ruth Jones:

This Welcoming Children: A Practical Theology of Childhood usually are reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The reason why of this Welcoming Children: A Practical Theology of
Childhood can be one of the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading
food but feed an individual with information that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is
usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed ones.
Beside that this Welcoming Children: A Practical Theology of Childhood forcing you to have an enormous
of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we know it useful in
your day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Dorothy Guillen:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject Welcoming
Children: A Practical Theology of Childhood suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-known
writer in this era. Often the book untitled Welcoming Children: A Practical Theology of Childhoodis one of
several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many people in the world. When
you read this publication you will enter the new age that you ever know previous to. The author explained
their concept in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core of this book. This
book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the
world in this particular book.

Armando Morris:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Welcoming Children: A Practical Theology of Childhood your brain will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in most aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging
every single word written in a e-book then become one application form conclusion and explanation that will
maybe you never get before. The Welcoming Children: A Practical Theology of Childhood giving you a
different experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful information for your better
life on this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will be pleased



when you are finished examining it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare
time activity?

Jessica Palmer:

Beside this specific Welcoming Children: A Practical Theology of Childhood in your phone, it can give you
a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got here is
fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow village. It is
good thing to have Welcoming Children: A Practical Theology of Childhood because this book offers for
your requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but you would not get what it's exactly
about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement
here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this
book and also read it from at this point!
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