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To Redeem the Soul of America looks beyond the towering figure of Martin
Luther King, Jr., to disclose the full workings of the organization that supported
him. As Adam Fairclough reveals the dynamics within the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference he shows how Julian Bond, Jesse Jackson, Wyatt Walker,
Andrew Young, and others also played a hand in the triumphs of Selma and
Birmingham and the frustrations of Albany and Chicago. Joining a charismatic
leader with an inspired group of activists, the SCLC built a bridge from the black
proletariat to the white liberal elite and then, finally, to the halls of Congress and
the White House.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Of three major recent studies of King this one most fully examines the organization that grew up around the
civil rights leader. Thus, it complements Stephen Oates's Let the Trumpet Sound (LJ 7/82) and David
Garrow's Bearing the Cross (LJ 12/86), both of which depict the SCLC primarily as a function of King's
personality and leadership. Fairclough gives both secondary figures and local leaders fair treatment. At
times, he even seems to bend over backwards to make his point that King was not the entire movement.
Nonetheless, King's name is found on virtually every page. Appearing in the shadow of Garrow's massive
work, Fairclough's may be overlooked. It should not be, for it also is a well-written narrative based on
extensive research. Charles K. Piehl, Dir. of Grants and Sponsored Progs., Mankato State Univ., Minn.
Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

Wholly absorbing . . . Fairclough is an accomplished writer who succeeds in capturing the fear, the
exhilaration, the sense of moral ascendancy that energized the early years of the civil rights movement.

(Los Angeles Times)

Splendid . . . One of the finest investigations yet produced of these events that have so decisively altered
southern, and American, history.

(Journal of Southern History)

Gracefully written . . . Helpful precisely because it allows the remarkable circle of King's talented
lieutenants?many of them with highly combustible egos?to step onto center stage.

(Journal of American History)

Fairclough's splendidly researched, cogently articulated study may well represent the finest single piece of
published scholarship on the American Civil Rights Movement. Portraying the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference as much more (and sometimes less) than an organizational extension of Martin
Luther King Jr., British scholar Fairclough has provided a compelling analysis of SCLC's strengths and
shortcomings . . . Fairclough's analyses of the essential isolation of the NAACP, the campaign by J. Edgar
Hoover to discredit King, and the key roles played by such northern progressive intellectuals as Bayard
Rustin and Stanley Levison are enlightening and marvelously evenhanded. Put simply, this seminal study
belongs on the shelves of every public and academic library.

(Choice)

Of three major recent studies of King this one most fully examines the organization that grew up around the
civil rights leader. . . . Appearing in the shadow of Garrow's massive work [Bearing the Cross], Fairclough's



may be overlooked. It should not be, for it also is a well-written narrative based on extensive research.

(Library Journal)

About the Author
Adam Fairclough is the Raymond and Beverly Sackler Chair of History and Culture of the United States at
Leiden University. His books include "Martin Luther King, Jr.," "To Redeem the Soul of America,"
"Teaching Equality," "Race and Democracy," and "The Star Creek Papers" (all available from Georgia).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bessie Barrett:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important for people. The book To Redeem the Soul of America: The Southern Christian
Leadership Conference and Martin Luther King, Jr. has been making you to know about other understanding
and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The e-book To Redeem the Soul
of America: The Southern Christian Leadership Conference and Martin Luther King, Jr. is not only giving
you a lot more new information but also being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your
current spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship together with the book To Redeem the Soul
of America: The Southern Christian Leadership Conference and Martin Luther King, Jr.. You never
experience lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Harry Blalock:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love To Redeem the Soul of America:
The Southern Christian Leadership Conference and Martin Luther King, Jr., you can enjoy both. It is great
combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout
fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Paula Daniels:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more
time to be go through. To Redeem the Soul of America: The Southern Christian Leadership Conference and
Martin Luther King, Jr. can be your answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short spare time
problems.



Tim Gonzalez:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
called of book To Redeem the Soul of America: The Southern Christian Leadership Conference and Martin
Luther King, Jr.. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it might add your
knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about reserve. It
can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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