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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
With lyrics that balance an extremely bleak view of urban ghetto "thug life" with a deep spiritual yearning
for communion with God, DMX (Earl Simmons) has produced four consecutive No. 1 releases over the past
six years, making him one of the undisputed superstars in the hypercompetitive world of hip-hop. On the eve
of his fifth release, DMX (with Fontaine, the former music editor of the leading hip-hop magazine, The
Source) has chosen to tell his own version of his already well-publicized life story. Born to a single mother
in the projects of Yonkers, N.Y., DMX led a life of "running, robbing, rapping" for his first 25 years, serving
numerous jail terms until being discovered by the legendary rap record company Def Jam. But this is no
quickie celebrity biography: the obvious model is Claude Brown's Manchild in the Promised Land, the
classic tale of the rise and fall and redemption of a tough inner-city youth. Like Brown, DMX is unsparing in
describing the details of his hard life, including the brutal beatings he experienced at the hands of his mother
and her boyfriends and the ease with which he adapted to his incarcerations ("I was used to sleeping on hard
surfaces, used to eating rotten food"). As successful as his best recordings ("It's Dark & Hell Is Hot") in
describing the tension between the author's street and spiritual sides, this is a painfully honest account of how
one individual overcame "a lifetime of suffering" by discovering and believing in his lyric talent.
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Simmons's rise from impoverished child in Yonkers, NY, to successful hip-hop artist DMX known the world
over is indeed an inspiring tale. But here the performer, aided by Fontaine (former music editor of The
Source magazine), puts a bit too much emphasis on his violent formative years. Readers must wade through
endless accounts of fights, beatings, and compromising positions involving the subject before reaching
DMX's later critical and commercial success. Curiously, his artistic accomplishments are given only cursory
treatment when they deserve much more; only serious fans will be interested in all the minutiae of his life
revealed here. Although this is the first book devoted to DMX, libraries would do better to wait for a more
balanced treatment. Not recommended. [DMX will release a new album in December, which may generate
some demand for this book; because it will attract many YAs, librarians should take into account its graphic
content.-Ed.]-Caroline Dadas, Hickory Hills, I.
--Caroline Dadas, Hickory Hills, IL
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
In this as-told-to, rappin' gangsta DMX tells his ultragritty, ultrawack, ultrathug life story. Simmons took the
name DMX from a drum machine, ostensibly because he was "nice with the beats" and "liked the three
letters and thought it would be cool to make them stand for different things." (Like what?) He is more
specific about the pits in his path, such as estrangement from his mother and being near-fatally beaten when
accused of a hold-up (he says he was innocent but probably deserved the walloping for other transgressions).
He read "Mad from cover to cover" and once liked Led Zeppelin, despite hearing "Stairway to Heaven"
nightly. So similar to previous rap bios that it won't help you make sense of the music, this is still a must-
have item because of Simmons' high-profile music-video presence. So close your eyes to the mayhem and
concentrate on the beautiful sentiments: "I sold my soul to the devil, and the price was cheap. / Hey, yo, it's
cold on this level 'cause it's twice as deep." Mike Tribby
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Noah Giles:

The book The E.A.R.L.: The Autobiography of DMX can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book The E.A.R.L.: The
Autobiography of DMX? Wide variety you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can
give many details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The
E.A.R.L.: The Autobiography of DMX has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can seem the enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Karen Taylor:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity
are you experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited
right. Then do you try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time,
often the book you have read is actually The E.A.R.L.: The Autobiography of DMX.

David McGowan:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book
that need more time to be read. The E.A.R.L.: The Autobiography of DMX can be your answer as it can be
read by you who have those short time problems.

Jessica Sarmiento:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This The E.A.R.L.: The Autobiography of
DMX is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not
have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you
simpler to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.
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