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From the myths and legends that fashioned the identities of ancient city-states to
the diversity of literary performance in contemporary cities around the world,
literature and the city are inseparably entwined. The international team of
scholars in this volume offers a comprehensive, accessible survey of the literary
city, exploring the myriad cities that authors create and the genres in which cities
appear. Early chapters consider the literary legacies of historical and symbolic
cities from antiquity to the early modern period. Subsequent chapters consider
the importance of literature to the rise of the urban public sphere; the affective
experience of city life; the interplay of the urban landscape and memory; the
form of the literary city and its responsiveness to social, cultural and
technological change; dystopian, nocturnal, pastoral and sublime cities; cities
shaped by colonialism and postcolonialism; and the cities of economic, sexual,
cultural and linguistic outsiders.
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From the myths and legends that fashioned the identities of ancient city-states to the diversity of literary
performance in contemporary cities around the world, literature and the city are inseparably entwined. The
international team of scholars in this volume offers a comprehensive, accessible survey of the literary city,
exploring the myriad cities that authors create and the genres in which cities appear. Early chapters consider
the literary legacies of historical and symbolic cities from antiquity to the early modern period. Subsequent
chapters consider the importance of literature to the rise of the urban public sphere; the affective experience
of city life; the interplay of the urban landscape and memory; the form of the literary city and its
responsiveness to social, cultural and technological change; dystopian, nocturnal, pastoral and sublime cities;
cities shaped by colonialism and postcolonialism; and the cities of economic, sexual, cultural and linguistic
outsiders.
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Editorial Review

Review
A CHOICE 2015 Outstanding Academic Title

'This volume provides a comprehensive examination of the city and its various meanings and contradictions
... The book transcends genre, period boundaries and national divisions, making it an important starting point
for those interested in any aspect of the city.' Forum for Modern Language Studies

About the Author
Kevin R. McNamara is Professor of Literature at the University of Houston, Clear Lake. He is the author of
Urban Verbs: Arts and Discourses of American Cities (1996) and the editor of The Cambridge Companion to
the Literature of Los Angeles (2010). McNamara has published more than twenty articles primarily on cities
and urban culture in such journals as Arizona Quarterly, Canadian Review of American Studies, College
Literature, Contemporary Literature, Criticism, Interactions, the Journal of Urban History, and Prospects. His
work has also been published in the Encyclopedia of American Studies ('The Idea of the City'), A Concise
Companion to American Studies ('Regionalism'), and collections edited in the United States, Belgium, the
Netherlands, and Turkey.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lori Hunt:

With other case, little individuals like to read book The Cambridge Companion to the City in Literature
(Cambridge Companions to Literature). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As
long as we know about how is important the book The Cambridge Companion to the City in Literature
(Cambridge Companions to Literature). You can add understanding and of course you can around the world
by the book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything! From your country until
eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know
that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can
utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Emilie Lechner:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want
to consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Cambridge Companion to the City in Literature
(Cambridge Companions to Literature) can be great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.



Barbara Morton:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled The
Cambridge Companion to the City in Literature (Cambridge Companions to Literature) your brain will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be
your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion
and explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of. The The Cambridge Companion to the City in
Literature (Cambridge Companions to Literature) giving you an additional experience more than blown away
the mind but also giving you useful data for your better life within this era. So now let us present to you the
relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like
winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Manuel Porter:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you should
do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the
books in the top checklist in your reading list will be The Cambridge Companion to the City in Literature
(Cambridge Companions to Literature). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get
you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many
advantages.
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