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Though we all think we know what good writing is when we see it, it's difficult
to define it precisely; and without a satisfactory definition, it becomes
problematical to assess as well as to teach. In What Is Good Writing?, Geoffrey J.
Huck advances the contemporary debate on writing achievement by drawing on
empirical research in linguistics and the other cognitive sciences that shed light
on the development of fluency in language. The utility of defining "good writing"
as "fluent writing" or writing that is on par with the typical fluency in speech
attained by normal adults, is demonstrated by the progress it permits in
evaluating the success of current writing programs in school and university--
programs which, for the most part, have proved unable to deliver writing
assessments that are both valid and reliable. Huck advances an alternative
approach that rests on more scientific footing. He explains why reading is key to
good writing and why standard composition programs often do not live up to
their aspirations.
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Though we all think we know what good writing is when we see it, it's difficult to define it precisely; and
without a satisfactory definition, it becomes problematical to assess as well as to teach. In What Is Good
Writing?, Geoffrey J. Huck advances the contemporary debate on writing achievement by drawing on
empirical research in linguistics and the other cognitive sciences that shed light on the development of
fluency in language. The utility of defining "good writing" as "fluent writing" or writing that is on par with
the typical fluency in speech attained by normal adults, is demonstrated by the progress it permits in
evaluating the success of current writing programs in school and university--programs which, for the most
part, have proved unable to deliver writing assessments that are both valid and reliable. Huck advances an
alternative approach that rests on more scientific footing. He explains why reading is key to good writing and
why standard composition programs often do not live up to their aspirations.
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Editorial Review

Review

"An eloquent piece of scholarship, grounded in cognitive science and linguistics, with the potential to change
the field of composition studies." --William O'Grady, University of Hawai'i at Manoa

"Valuable for those interested in improving writing, especially those involved in writing programs."-- P.
Palmer, CHOICE

About the Author

Geoffrey J. Huck is Associate Professor in the Writing Department at York University. He is co-author of
Ideology and Linguistic Theory: Noam Chomsky and the Deep Structure Debates and co-editor of Syntax
and Semantics 20: Discontinuous Constituency.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Raymond Levine:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new info. When
you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the information or
even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more imaginative. When you looking at a
book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the figures do it
anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this What Is Good Writing?,
it is possible to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others,
make them reading a guide.

Betty Smith:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader
with their story as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write
about advantage about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this
What Is Good Writing?.



Paul England:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving What Is Good Writing? that
give your entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading addiction all over the
world can be said as the method for people to know world better then how they react toward the world. It
can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to
possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, it is
possible to pick What Is Good Writing? become your own personal starter.

Vickie Duke:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book way, more simple and reachable. This particular What Is Good Writing? can give you a lot of buddies
because by you considering this one book you have issue that they don't and make anyone more like an
interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you
information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other make you to be great
folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have What Is Good Writing?.
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