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This tough, thought-provoking novel for young adults takes deadly aim at the
oft-quoted notion: “Guns don’t kill people, people kill people.” With subtle
mastery and precision, Paulsen’s novel challenges the idea that firearms don’t
become instruments of destruction and murder until they are placed in human
hands--The Rifle makes it clear that guns do kill people. “For readers willing to
think about this issue, for those looking for ways to introduce the debate, there is
no better vehicle than this short, engagingly written story of one rifle and its fatal
impact on one modern boy.”--School Library Journal
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 5 Up?This novella focuses on a specific weapon crafted during the Revolutionary War. At the book's
conclusion, set in 1994, this rifle still functions and performs as it was designed to do. Paulsen, who can
create vivid portraits of individuals in relation to specific places, takes the focus off the people here, although
they remain distinct characters, and puts this object?a rifle?at the core of the story. Although he seems to be
saying that people don't kill people, guns do, this message is not sustained. The circumstances seem so
unique and the love of weaponry so strong that the anti-gun theme is fatally weakened. For anyone whose
mind is made up on this issue, this book will probably not change it. However, it could lead to intense
discussion and exploration of how our society has evolved into its present gun-loving culture and into the
intense anguish and human cost we collectively ignore as we continue our love affair with weaponry. For
readers willing to think about this issue, for those looking for ways to introduce the debate, there is no better
vehicle than this short, engagingly written story of one rifle and its fatal impact on one modern boy.?Carol A.
Edwards, Minneapolis Public Library
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Gr. 7^-9. In his latest novel, Paulsen explores the history of a flintlock rifle, meticulously describing the skill
and artistry of gunsmith Cornish McManus as he spends months creating a gun both beautiful and "sweet"
(meaning accurate). Using his usual spare style, Paulsen describes the rifle's use in the Revolutionary War
and follows its story into the twentieth century, when it is exchanged by a scathingly depicted gun fanatic for
an Elvis-on-velvet painting, and ultimately ends up killing a teenager, Richard, in a freak accident that occurs
without human intervention. The omniscient narrator, who speaks in an ironic tone reminiscent of Kurt
Vonnegut, details the events small and large (943 baseball games; finding a genetic cure for heart disease)
that Richard missed by dying prematurely. Paulsen's message is clear and cutting: a machine made for
killing, no matter how lovingly crafted and benignly kept, remains a machine made for killing. Susan Dove
Lempke

Review

"For readers willing to think about this issue . . . there is no better vehicle than this short, engagingly written
story of one rifle and its fatal impact on one modern boy."--School Library Journal

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Waldo Gates:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Rifle as your daily resource information.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Norman Brown:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to your
account is The Rifle this e-book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This
particular book was represented how do the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of
to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some investigation when he makes this book.
That's why this book suitable all of you.

Gerald Wright:

This The Rifle is completely new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information mainly
because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know
otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The Rifle can be the light food in your case
because the information inside that book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books acquire itself in the
form and that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in
guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a book
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss
it! Just read this e-book style for your better life and knowledge.

Mattie Priest:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and The Rifle or others sources were given
understanding for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science
e-book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put their
knowledge. In various other case, beside science guide, any other book likes The Rifle to make your spare
time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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