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Nearly a week after George Zimmerman was found not guilty of killing Trayvon
Martin, President Obama walked into the press briefing room and shocked
observers by saying that “Trayvon could have been me.”  He talked personally
and poignantly about his experiences and pointed to intra-racial violence as
equally serious and precarious for black boys. He offered no sweeping policy
changes or legislative agendas; he saw them as futile. Instead, he suggested that
prejudice would be eliminated through collective efforts to help black males and
for everyone to reflect on their own prejudices.           

Obama’s presidency provides a unique opportunity to engage in a discussion
about race and politics. In The Race Whisperer, Melanye Price analyzes the
manner in which Barack Obama uses race strategically to engage with and win
the loyalty of potential supporters.  This book uses examples from Obama’s
campaigns and presidency to demonstrate his ability to authentically tap into
notions of blackness and whiteness to appeal to particular constituencies. By
tailoring his unorthodox personal narrative to emphasize those parts of it that
most resonate with a specific racial group, he targets his message effectively to
that audience, shoring up electoral and governing support. The book also
considers the impact of Obama’s use of race on the ongoing quest for black
political empowerment.  Unfortunately, racial advocacy for African Americans
has been made more difficult because of the intense scrutiny of Obama’s
relationship with the black community, Obama’s unwillingness to be more
publicly vocal in light of that scrutiny, and the black community’s reluctance to
use traditional protest and advocacy methods on a black president.  Ultimately,
though, The Race Whisperer argues for a more complex reading of race in the
age of Obama, breaking new ground in the study of race and politics, public
opinion, and political campaigns.
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Nearly a week after George Zimmerman was found not guilty of killing Trayvon Martin, President Obama
walked into the press briefing room and shocked observers by saying that “Trayvon could have been me.” 
He talked personally and poignantly about his experiences and pointed to intra-racial violence as equally
serious and precarious for black boys. He offered no sweeping policy changes or legislative agendas; he saw
them as futile. Instead, he suggested that prejudice would be eliminated through collective efforts to help
black males and for everyone to reflect on their own prejudices.           

Obama’s presidency provides a unique opportunity to engage in a discussion about race and politics. In The
Race Whisperer, Melanye Price analyzes the manner in which Barack Obama uses race strategically to
engage with and win the loyalty of potential supporters.  This book uses examples from Obama’s campaigns
and presidency to demonstrate his ability to authentically tap into notions of blackness and whiteness to
appeal to particular constituencies. By tailoring his unorthodox personal narrative to emphasize those parts of
it that most resonate with a specific racial group, he targets his message effectively to that audience, shoring
up electoral and governing support. The book also considers the impact of Obama’s use of race on the
ongoing quest for black political empowerment.  Unfortunately, racial advocacy for African Americans has
been made more difficult because of the intense scrutiny of Obama’s relationship with the black community,
Obama’s unwillingness to be more publicly vocal in light of that scrutiny, and the black community’s
reluctance to use traditional protest and advocacy methods on a black president.  Ultimately, though, The
Race Whisperer argues for a more complex reading of race in the age of Obama, breaking new ground in the
study of race and politics, public opinion, and political campaigns.
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Editorial Review

Review
“With The Race Whisperer Melanye Price has helped decode one of the most enigmatic and complex
dynamics of the Obama Presidency.”-W. Jelani Cobb,author of The Substance of Hope: Barack Obama and
the Paradox of Progress

“Price has written a wonderfully rich treatment of President Barack Obama’s rhetoric and his usages of race.
It is a highly critical, yet restrained analysis of his presidency. This book invites readers to think closely
about how politicians, especially African American politicians, use race in American national politics. More
importantly, it serves as guidebook for African American voters and how they might assess the use of race in
political rhetoric and discourse.”-Randal Maurice Jelks,author of Benjamin Elijah Mays, Schoolmaster of the
Movement: A Biography

About the Author

Melanye T. Price is Associate Professor of Africana Studies and Political Science at Rutgers—New
Brunswick.She is the author of The Race Whisperer: Barack Obama and the Political Uses of Race
and Dreaming Blackness: Black Nationalism and African American Public Opinion. 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Velma Cain:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this The
Race Whisperer: Barack Obama and the Political Uses of Race, you may tells your family, friends and soon
about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Fern Barron:

The reason? Because this The Race Whisperer: Barack Obama and the Political Uses of Race is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the
secret the item inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such awesome
way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning
fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This
unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your talent
and your critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I have been you I will go to the



e-book store hurriedly.

Philip Martin:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Race Whisperer: Barack Obama and the Political Uses
of Race, you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang
type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its identified as reading
friends.

Awilda Kell:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Race Whisperer: Barack Obama
and the Political Uses of Race e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make
book which might be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question The
Race Whisperer: Barack Obama and the Political Uses of Race as good book but not only by the cover but
also from the content. This is one book that can break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still
needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why
you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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