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American moviegoers have long turned to the Hollywood Western for
reassurance in times of crisis. During the genre’s heyday, the films of John Ford,
Howard Hawks and Henry Hathaway reflected a grand patriotism that resonated
with audiences at the end of World War II. The tried-and-true Western
was questioned by Ford and George Stevens during the Cold War, and in the
1960s directors like Sam Peckinpah and George Roy Hill retooled the genre as a
commentary on American ethics during the Vietnam War.
Between the mid–1970s and early 1990s, the Western faded from view—until the
Gulf War, when Kevin Costner’s Dances with Wolves (1990) and Clint
Eastwood’s Unforgiven (1992) brought it back, with moral complexities. Since
9/11, the Western has seen a resurgence, blending its patriotic narrative with
criticism of America’s place in the global community. Exploring such films as
True Grit (2010) and Brokeback Mountain (2005), along with television series
like Deadwood and Firefly, this collection of new essays explores how the
Western today captures the dichotomy of our times and remains important to the
American psyche.
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the genre’s heyday, the films of John Ford, Howard Hawks and Henry Hathaway reflected a grand patriotism
that resonated with audiences at the end of World War II. The tried-and-true Western was questioned by
Ford and George Stevens during the Cold War, and in the 1960s directors like Sam Peckinpah and George
Roy Hill retooled the genre as a commentary on American ethics during the Vietnam War.
Between the mid–1970s and early 1990s, the Western faded from view—until the Gulf War, when Kevin
Costner’s Dances with Wolves (1990) and Clint Eastwood’s Unforgiven (1992) brought it back, with moral
complexities. Since 9/11, the Western has seen a resurgence, blending its patriotic narrative with criticism of
America’s place in the global community. Exploring such films as True Grit (2010) and Brokeback
Mountain (2005), along with television series like Deadwood and Firefly, this collection of new essays
explores how the Western today captures the dichotomy of our times and remains important to the American
psyche.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Scott F. Stoddart is an associate professor of English at John Jay College, CUNY, in New York City, where
he teaches courses in American literature, cinema studies, and musical theatre history. He has written
broadly about popular culture, literature and the arts on such topics as F. Scott Fitzgerald, Stephen Sondheim
and the Coen brothers. He is also a host of the Sundance television series Love/Lust and a contributing
correspondent to the PBS series American Icons.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Candy Yazzie:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book The New Western: Critical
Essays on the Genre Since 9/11 will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you
can know about almost everything. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make you bored.
It is far from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate
book with you?

Troy Munoz:

Typically the book The New Western: Critical Essays on the Genre Since 9/11 will bring someone to the
new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the
event you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book The New Western: Critical
Essays on the Genre Since 9/11 is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book through the
official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Michael Stanford:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get lot
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the
actual book you have read is usually The New Western: Critical Essays on the Genre Since 9/11.



Bonnie Pace:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need more
time to be read. The New Western: Critical Essays on the Genre Since 9/11 can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by you who have those short time problems.
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