Harry Mathews
hastrated by Fr 1 Clemente

1l

Singular Pleasures (American Literature
(Dalkey Archive))

By Harry Mathews

Read Online ©

Singular Pleasures (American Literature (Dalkey Archive)) By Harry
Mathews

The subject of this unique book of short fiction is masturbation, a practice both
universal and virtually taboo. In sixty-one vignettes, Mathews records the
imaginative varieties of this solitary activity in prosethat is playful, intimate,
urgent, quirky, and humane.
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The subject of this unique book of short fiction is masturbation, a practice both universal and virtually taboo.
In sixty-one vignettes, Mathews records the imaginative varieties of this solitary activity in prose that is
playful, intimate, urgent, quirky, and humane.
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Editorial Review

From Kirkus Reviews

The singular pleasures of Mathews's (Cigarettes, 1987, etc.) title are in fact only one pleasure, and that oneis
the--well, the pleasure of masturbation. Here are sixty-odd (publisher's count) tiny pieces, one or two almost
apage long, most only a paragraph or just afew lines, describing various people--well, doing it. Those
various people are very various, from kids to old fogies, of all sexes, nations, places, needs, and callings,
some alone, some with like-minded company. Some of the vignettes are silly, some exotic, some satiric,
some erotic, most poetic, some neutral, and some--a few--touchingly lovely. The point seemsto be--well, let
that be determined by those who choose to ponder it. Theillustrations by Francesco Clemente aren't
lubricous at al, but (usually) slight, charming, and as ephemeral as a--well, as, say, afaling leaf. --
Copyright ©1993, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Review
Harry Mathews is a playful, precise writer, a modernist with a singular sense of humor, a stylist whose
subject matter often seemsirrelevant next to the beauty of his language. -- Michael Perkins

Like seeds of closeness, like some always penultimate el sure to make it up out of an alphabet of selves,
these glimpses yield a gentle, conspiring privacy. -- Joseph McElroy

Quietly, with gentle and all-embracing humanism, these prose poems refute the taboos. . . . Asaliterary
device the focus on that singular moment inspires Mathews to bravura feats of compression. . . . So that brief
as these glimpses are, they're more than character 'sketches.' Y ou see something more like awhole person in
the snap of Mathews' shutter. -- John Strausbaugh, New York Press, 4/28/93

Singular Pleasures is wonderfully shocking and ajoy to read, and gives a new meaning to reading for
pleasure. -- Alexander Laurence, Cups, 9/93

Thereis nothing pornographic, in the strict sense, about Mathews' text, since it does not seek to arouse the
reader: itstoneis cool, humorous, and affectionate. His intention is to leave us deeply impressed by the
ingenuity, tenacity, and inventiveness with which humansin all places and at all ages have pursued their own
pleasure. He succeeds completely. -- John Ash, Artforum, Summer 1993

About the Author

Bornin New York in 1930, Harry Mathews settled in Europe in 1952 and has since then lived in Spain,
Germany, Italy, and (chiefly) France. When Mathews published hisfirst poems in 1956, he was associated
with the so-called New Y ork School of poets, with three of whom (John Ashbery, Kenneth Koch, and James
Schuyler) he founded the review Locus Solusin 1961. Through his friendship with Georges Perec, he
became a member of the Oulipo in 1972. The author of six novels and several collections of poetry, recent
publications are THE NEW TOURISM (Sand Paper Press, 2010), Sainte Catherine, a novellawritten in
French (Editions P.O.L, 2000), The Human Country: the Collected Short Stories (Dalkey Archive Press,
2002), The Case of the Persevering Maltese: Collected Essays (Dalkey Archive Press, 2003), OULIPO
COMPENDIUM (co-edited with Alastair Brotchie; Atlas Press and Make Now Press, 2005), and My Lifein
CIA: A Chronicle of 1973 (Dalkey Archive Press, 2005).

Marie Chaix was born in Lyons and raised in Paris, and is the author of nine books. The Summer of the Elder



Tree, amemoir and meditation on the theme of separation, and her first book in more than a decade, was
published in Parisin 2005, and will appear from Dalkey Archive Pressin 2013.

Clemente was born in Naples, Italy. He is an artist. He divides his time between New Y ork, Rome and India.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Della Bailey:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 aswell as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short time to read it because al this time you only find publication that
need more time to be examine. Singular Pleasures (American Literature (Dalkey Archive)) can be your
answer because it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.

Kristy Lange:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the entire day. Y ou can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It aright
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Singular Pleasures
(American Literature (Dalkey Archive)) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's see.

Henry Perry:

As ascholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or even make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along
with can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case.
Aswe know that on this time, many waysto get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Singular Pleasures (American Literature (Dalkey Archive)) can make you
experience more interested to read.

James Bouchard:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those ebooks have
many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By book
Singular Pleasures (American Literature (Dalkey Archive)) we can consider more advantage. Don't that you
be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a book. Simply choose the best book that
ideal with your aim. Don't aways be doubt to change your life at this book Singular Pleasures (American



Literature (Dakey Archive)). Y ou can more desirable than now.
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