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One of literature's greatest giftsisits portrayal of redlistically drawn characters--
human beings in whom we can recognize motivations and emotions. In
Imagined Human Beings, Bernard J. Paris explores the inner conflicts of some
of literature's most famous characters, using Karen Horney's psychoanalytic
theories to understand the behavior of these characters as we would the behavior
of real people.

When realistically drawn characters are understood in psychological terms, they
tend to escape their roles in the plot and thus subvert the view of them advanced
by the author. A Horneyan approach both alerts us to conflicts between plot and
characterization, rhetoric and mimesis, and helps us understand the forces in the
author's personalty that generate them. The Horneyan model can make sense of
thematic inconsistencies by seeing them as the product of the author's inner
divisions. Paris uses this approach to explore awide range of texts, including
Antigone, "The Clerk's Tale," The Merchant of Venice, A Doll's House, Hedda
Gabler, Great Expectations, Jane Eyre, The Mayor of Casterbridge, Wuthering
Heights, Madame Bovary, The Awakening, and The End of the Road.
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One of literature's greatest giftsisits portraya of realistically drawn characters--human beings in whom we
can recognize motivations and emotions. In Imagined Human Beings, Bernard J. Paris explores the inner
conflicts of some of literature's most famous characters, using Karen Horney's psychoanalytic theories to
understand the behavior of these characters as we would the behavior of real people.

When redistically drawn characters are understood in psychological terms, they tend to escape their rolesin
the plot and thus subvert the view of them advanced by the author. A Horneyan approach both alerts usto
conflicts between plot and characterization, rhetoric and mimesis, and helps us understand the forces in the
author's personalty that generate them. The Horneyan model can make sense of thematic inconsistencies by
seeing them as the product of the author's inner divisions. Paris uses this approach to explore a wide range of
texts, including Antigone, "The Clerk's Tale," The Merchant of Venice, A Doll's House, Hedda Gabler,
Great Expectations, Jane Eyre, The Mayor of Casterbridge, Wuthering Heights, Madame Bovary, The
Awakening, and The End of the Road.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Thisis literary criticism at its most perceptive. Theory is subservient to a deeply engaged reading of works
Professor Paris clearly loves. To read hisanalysis of Emma Bovary or Hedda Gabler isto gain an enriched
insight into characters whom we thought we knew so well.”

-Phyllis Grosskurth,author of Byron, The Flawed Angel
About the Author

Bernard J. Parisisthe author of seven books, including Karen Horney: A Psychoanalyst's Search for Self-
Understanding (selected by the New York Times as a Notable Book for 1994), and director of the
International Karen Horney Society.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ryan Maggard:

Within other case, little individual s like to read book Imagined Human Beings: A Psychological Approach to
Character and Conflict in Literature (Literature & Psychoanalysis). Y ou can choose the best book if you
want reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a book |magined Human Beings: A
Psychological Approach to Character and Conflict in Literature (Literature & Psychoanalysis). Y ou can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you can
know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple point until
wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or searching by internet
product. It is called e-book. Y ou should use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's study.

Clinton Perez:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you know? Many alot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity hereislook different you can
read a new book. It isreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long
to reading a e-book. The book Imagined Human Beings: A Psychological Approach to Character and
Conflictin Literature (Literature & Psychoanalysis) it is quite good to read. There are alot of those who
recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to
deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book. Y ou can mQOore simply to read this book from the smart
phone. The priceis not to fund but this book features high quality.



Syble Mills:

People livein this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extratime or they will get great
deal of stressfrom both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely of course. Peopleis human not arobot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read is definitely Imagined Human Beings. A Psychological Approach to Character and Conflict in
Literature (Literature & Psychoanalysis).

Wesley Baker:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Imagined Human Beings: A
Psychological Approach to Character and Conflict in Literature (Literature & Psychoanalysis) publication
written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can be understand by anyone
who also read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill
only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt Imagined Human Beings: A Psychological Approach to
Character and Conflict in Literature (Literature & Psychoanalysis) as good book not only by the cover but
also from the content. Thisis one publication that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still
needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense aready alerted
you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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