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Farewell to Reason offers a vigorous challenge to the scientific rationalism that
underlies Western ideals of “progress” and “development,” whose damaging
social and ecological consequences are now widely recognized. 

For all their variety in theme and occasion, the essays in this book share a
consistent philosophical purpose. Whether discussing Greek art and thought,
vindicating the church’s battle with Galileo, exploring the development of
quantum physics or exposing the dogmatism of Karl Popper, Feyerabend defends
a relativist and historicist notion of the sciences. The appeal to reason, he insists,
is empty, and must be replaced by a notion of science that subordinates it to the
needs of citizens and communities.

Provocative, polemical and rigorously argued, Farewell to Reason will infuriate
Feyerabend’s critics and delight his many admirers.
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Whether discussing Greek art and thought, vindicating the church’s battle with Galileo, exploring the
development of quantum physics or exposing the dogmatism of Karl Popper, Feyerabend defends a relativist
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Feyerabend's previous popular work, Against Method (1975), established him as an outspoken, controversial
critic of the scientific and philosophical establishments. This collection of essays attacks what he considers
to be the well-entrenched academic notions of "truth" and "fact." He believes that such rigid conceptions of
realityillustrated in chapters on relativism, the early Greek philosophers, and the works of Aristotle, Galileo,
Einstein, Popper, and othersdeprive Western culture of its diversity and creativity. His call for a "philosophy
of cultural relativism" is a unique, provocative idea sure to stir debate. An important book for philosophy of
science collections. Raymond Frey, Bergen Community Coll., Paramus, N.J.
Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
“An audacious thinker, a brilliant polemicist, an iconoclast.”—Publishers Weekly

“This is a lovely book. Feyerabend’s prose is sparkling and his writing is deeply learned.”—New Statesman

About the Author
Paul Feyerabend was Professor of Philosophy at UC Berkeley, and Professor of the Philosophy of Science
at the Federal Institute of Technology at Zurich. He died in 1994. His books include Philosophical Papers,
Farewell to Reason, and Against Method.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Augustine Klotz:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication Farewell to Reason will make you to possibly
be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think
that open or reading a new book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they could be thought like
that? Have you searching for best book or ideal book with you?

David Eaton:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Farewell to Reason your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that
maybe mysterious for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a guide then
become one type conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get previous to. The Farewell to
Reason giving you one more experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts for
your better life in this particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will
be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary
wasting spare time activity?



Marie Brenneman:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking Farewell to Reason that
give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading practice all over the
world can be said as the method for people to know world considerably better then how they react toward the
world. It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only for the geeky particular person but for all of you
who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you
are able to pick Farewell to Reason become your starter.

Tessa Krieger:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This guide Farewell to Reason was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time
to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has several feel when they reading the
book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a publication. In the
modern era like at this point, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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