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Amid a display of sunshine-yellow electric appliances in a model home at the
1959 American National Exhibition in Moscow, Soviet Premier Nikita
Khrushchev and U.S. Vice President Richard Nixon squared off on the merits of
their respective economic systems. One of the signature events of the cold war,
the impromptu Kitchen Debate has been widely viewed as the opening skirmish
in a propaganda war over which superpower could provide a better standard of
living for its citizens. However, as Greg Castillo shows in Cold War on the Home
Front, this debate and the American National Exhibition itself were, in fact, the
culmination of a decade-long ideological battle fought with refrigerators,
televisions, living room suites, and prefab homes.

The first in-depth history of how domestic environments were exploited to
promote the superiority of either capitalism or socialism on both sides of the Iron
Curtain, Cold War on the Home Front reveals the tactics used by the American
government to seduce citizens of the Soviet bloc with state-of-the-art consumer
goods and the reactions of the Communist Party. Beginning in 1950, the U.S.
State Department sponsored home expositions in West Berlin that were
specifically designed to attract residents of East Berlin, featuring dream homes
with modernist furnishings that presented an idealized vision of the lifestyle
enjoyed by the consumer-citizen in the West. In response, Party authorities in
East Germany staged socialist home expositions intended to evoke the domestic
ideal of a cultured proletariat.

Castillo closely follows the course of this escalating rivalry between competing
consumer cultures through the 1950s, concluding that the Soviet bloc's inability
to make good on the claim that it could emulate goods and living standards
offered by the West was a contributing factor in communism's eventual demise.
Using a mosaic of sources ranging from recently declassified government
documents to homemaking journals and popular fiction, Cold War on the Home
Front contributes an engaging new perspective on midcentury modernist style
and its political uses at the dawn of the cold war.
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Amid a display of sunshine-yellow electric appliances in a model home at the 1959 American National
Exhibition in Moscow, Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev and U.S. Vice President Richard Nixon squared
off on the merits of their respective economic systems. One of the signature events of the cold war, the
impromptu Kitchen Debate has been widely viewed as the opening skirmish in a propaganda war over which
superpower could provide a better standard of living for its citizens. However, as Greg Castillo shows in
Cold War on the Home Front, this debate and the American National Exhibition itself were, in fact, the
culmination of a decade-long ideological battle fought with refrigerators, televisions, living room suites, and
prefab homes.

The first in-depth history of how domestic environments were exploited to promote the superiority of either
capitalism or socialism on both sides of the Iron Curtain, Cold War on the Home Front reveals the tactics
used by the American government to seduce citizens of the Soviet bloc with state-of-the-art consumer goods
and the reactions of the Communist Party. Beginning in 1950, the U.S. State Department sponsored home
expositions in West Berlin that were specifically designed to attract residents of East Berlin, featuring dream
homes with modernist furnishings that presented an idealized vision of the lifestyle enjoyed by the
consumer-citizen in the West. In response, Party authorities in East Germany staged socialist home
expositions intended to evoke the domestic ideal of a cultured proletariat.

Castillo closely follows the course of this escalating rivalry between competing consumer cultures through
the 1950s, concluding that the Soviet bloc's inability to make good on the claim that it could emulate goods
and living standards offered by the West was a contributing factor in communism's eventual demise. Using a
mosaic of sources ranging from recently declassified government documents to homemaking journals and
popular fiction, Cold War on the Home Front contributes an engaging new perspective on midcentury
modernist style and its political uses at the dawn of the cold war.

Cold War on the Home Front: The Soft Power of Midcentury Design By Greg Castillo Bibliography

Sales Rank: #1200546 in Books●

Brand: Castillo, Greg●

Published on: 2010-03-01●

Original language: English●

Number of items: 1●

Dimensions: 9.00" h x .70" w x 7.00" l, 1.45 pounds●

Binding: Paperback●

304 pages●



 Download Cold War on the Home Front: The Soft Power of Midc ...pdf

 Read Online Cold War on the Home Front: The Soft Power of Mi ...pdf

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0816646929
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0816646929
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0816646929
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0816646929
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0816646929
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0816646929
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0816646929
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0816646929


Download and Read Free Online Cold War on the Home Front: The Soft Power of Midcentury Design
By Greg Castillo

Editorial Review

About the Author

Greg Castillo is associate professor of architectural history at the College of Environmental Design,
University of California, Berkeley.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Edwin Ball:

The book Cold War on the Home Front: The Soft Power of Midcentury Design can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book Cold War
on the Home Front: The Soft Power of Midcentury Design? Several of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim that book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to
closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could
share all of these. Book Cold War on the Home Front: The Soft Power of Midcentury Design has simple
shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous
world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Shirley Cochran:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the Cold War on the Home Front:
The Soft Power of Midcentury Design is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Matthew Hansen:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen have to have book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
From the book Cold War on the Home Front: The Soft Power of Midcentury Design we can get more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book. Only choose
the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by this book Cold War on
the Home Front: The Soft Power of Midcentury Design. You can more inviting than now.



Angie Blakney:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update
of news. With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just searching for the Cold War on the Home Front: The Soft Power of Midcentury Design when you needed
it?
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