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Charles Baudelaire is often regarded as the founder of modernist poetry. Written
with clarity and verve, Baudelaire's World provides English-language readers
with the biographical, historical, and cultural contexts that will lead to a fuller
understanding and enjoyment of the great French poet's work.Rosemary Lloyd
considers all of Baudelaire's writing, including his criticism, theory, and letters,
as well as poetry. In doing so, she sets the poems themselves in a richer context,
in a landscape of real places populated with actual people. She shows how
Baudelaire's poetry was marked by the influence of the writers and artists who
preceded him or were his contemporaries. Lloyd builds an image of Baudelaire's
world around major themes of his writing?childhood, women, reading, the city,
dreams, art, nature, death. Throughout, she finds that his words and themes echo
the historical and physical realities of life in mid-nineteenth-century Paris. Lloyd
also explores the possibilities and limitations of translation. As an integral part of
her treatment of the life, poetry, and letters of her subject, she also reflects on
published translations of Baudelaire's work and offers some of her own
translations.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Though Charles Baudelaire published only a single volume of poetry, The Flowers of Evil, his use of
symbolism and his poetic style were among the most influential of his generation; in fact, he is often
considered the founder of modernist poetry. Although he wanted to earn his living as a poet, his biggest
success in his lifetime was his translation of the works of Edgar Allan Poe. Stylistically, his poems were the
antithesis of Romantic poetry and shocked the aestheticians of his time. His works were considered obscene,
and legal proceedings were started against him. Using the poet's themes-childhood, women, reading, dreams,
art, nature, the city, and death-the author provides readers with cultural, historical, and biographical contexts
for all of Baudelaire's writings, including his criticism, theory, letters, and poetry. Drawing on her own
translations as well as those of other poets, Lloyd (French, Indiana Univ., Bloomington; Mallarm‚: The Poet
and His Circle) offers a lively discourse on the possibilities and limitations of translation. For academic
libraries with large collections of poetry and poetic criticism.
Pam Kingsbury, Florence, AL
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"Drawing on her own translations as well as those of other poets, Lloyd offers a lively discourse on the
possibilities and limitations of translation. For academic libraries with large collections of poetry and poetic
criticism."?Library Journal, November 2002

"The prose is lively, passionate, even humorous, and scrupulously researched."?Will Stone, Times Literary
Supplement, 7 February 2003

"Lloyd's objective is to scrutinize the culture and influences that shaped the French poet. She does not
recapitulate his life, except to illustrate something in the verse. . . . Few conventional biographies, though,
offer so clear a picture of personality and thought process as does Lloyd's critical study."?Phoebe Pettingell,
The New Leader, November/December 2002

"Translators are moody darlings' here ecstatic, there mischievous and ready to betray?and criticism is not
more faithful either. Aware of this predicament, Lloyd does not only propose a reading but, most
significantly, provides a rich ground on which other readings can be drawn. Ultimately, Baudelaire's world
has many entries, and many streets entice the reader with illicit charms."?Carmen Mihaela Barbu, Literary
Research/Recherche Litteraire, 2002

"Rosemary Lloyd's latest book brings a fresh approach to Baudelaire studies, thanks to the savvy use of
English translations to stress elements easily lost or unappreciated by non-French readers. . . . Although not a
biography in the full sense, her study avoids separating the man and the work. Lloyd wants to indicate how a
reading that honors the complexities of his writings might proceed. And in this respect Baudelaire's World
achieves its goal. . . . Accompanied by some previously unpublished illustrations and printed in an edition at
once environmentally responsible and esthetically attractive, Rosemary Lloyd's Baudelaire's World makes a
nice acquisition for undergraduate as well as graduate libraries. For Baudelaire specialists there are some
excellent finds?such as the plate from Francois Baudelaire's illustrated Latin vocabulary?as well as Lloyd's
exemplary translations and shrewd assessments of other translations. Specialists will also be usefully
directed to lesser-known aspects of the many-sided Baudelaire. For the non-specialist seeking an
introduction, Baudelaire's World is a fine place to start: thorough, balanced, thoughtful, amusing and



pleasingly written."?William Olmsted, Nineteenth-Century French Studies, Fall/Winter 2004-2005

"Rosemary Lloyd's superb new interpretation and retranslation of Baudelaire and his world will astonish only
those who are not acquainted with her previous work on Baudelaire and Mallarmé. With her elegant
expression and highly active intelligence, her unfailing sense of rhythm and tone in reading and in
translation, and her sure and extended knowledge of the poet's background and poems, she manages to create
a new domain where writer, reader, and critic can find a common and uncommon joy."?Mary Ann Caws,
Distinguished Professor of English, French, and Comparative Literature Graduate School, City University of
New York

"Baudelaire would have liked this book. As Rosemary Lloyd takes up a range of topics that fuse into a
reading of Baudelaire's text, her book adopts a pattern not unlike the fusion of images in the poetry.
Returning motifs, especially the recurring use of 'Le Cygne,' tie the thematic chapters together and give the
reader a pleasant sense of familiarity."?Dorothy M. Betz, Georgetown University

"Baudelaire's World brings into sharp focus the cultural context, thematic concerns, formal challenges,
artistic debates, and biographical details necessary to unlock the complexities of this important nineteenth-
century figure. Rosemary Lloyd invites us to embark on a journey which is, at least in part, an exploration of
reading. Through engaging discussion and close analysis of key poems and comparative translations, she
works out the condensation of themes that defines Baudelaire's writing. Lloyd's meticulous scholarship and
acute understanding of Baudelaire, and especially of Baudelaire in English translation, make the complete
range of his works (poetry, criticism, journals, correspondence) accessible to the Anglophone reader."?Sonya
Stephens, Royal Holloway, University of London, author of Baudelaire's Prose Poems: The Practice and
Politics of Irony

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lewis Manns:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Baudelaire's World. All type
of book is it possible to see on many methods. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

James Adcock:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Baudelaire's World your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that
maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a guide
then become one type conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get before. The Baudelaire's
World giving you yet another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful
facts for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind
is going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?



Don Numbers:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Baudelaire's World which is finding
the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

David Mathews:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This book Baudelaire's World was filled regarding science. Spend your
time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has different feel when they
reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-
book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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