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Jenny Huberman provides an ethnographic study of encounters between western

tourists and the children who work as unlicensed peddlers and guides along the

riverfront city of Banaras, India. She examines how and why these children elicit

such powerful reactions from western tourists and locals in their community as

well as how the children themselves experience their work and render it

meaningful.

Ambivalent Encounters brings together scholarship on the anthropology of

childhood, tourism, consumption, and exchange to ask why children emerge as

objects of the international tourist gaze; what role they play in representing

socio-economic change; how children are valued and devalued; why they elicit

anxieties, fantasies, and debates; and what these tourist encounters teach us more

generally about the nature of human interaction. It examines the role of gender in

mediating experiences of social change—girls are praised by locals for

participating constructively in the informal tourist economy while boys are

accused of deviant behavior. Huberman is interested equally in the children’s and

adults’ perspectives; her own experiences as a western visitor and researcher

provide an intriguing entry into her interpretations.
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Jenny Huberman provides an ethnographic study of encounters between western tourists and the children

who work as unlicensed peddlers and guides along the riverfront city of Banaras, India. She examines how

and why these children elicit such powerful reactions from western tourists and locals in their community as

well as how the children themselves experience their work and render it meaningful.

Ambivalent Encounters brings together scholarship on the anthropology of childhood, tourism, consumption,

and exchange to ask why children emerge as objects of the international tourist gaze; what role they play in

representing socio-economic change; how children are valued and devalued; why they elicit anxieties,

fantasies, and debates; and what these tourist encounters teach us more generally about the nature of human

interaction. It examines the role of gender in mediating experiences of social change—girls are praised by

locals for participating constructively in the informal tourist economy while boys are accused of deviant

behavior. Huberman is interested equally in the children’s and adults’ perspectives; her own experiences as a

western visitor and researcher provide an intriguing entry into her interpretations.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A useful contribution to our understanding of interactions with children that take place in the context of
tourism, and of children’s economic
activities more generally."
(Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute)

"Huberman provides profound insights on the lives of children who work the streets of the tourist industry,
and equally profound insights on the experience of tourists and their search for meaning and self
understanding in India."
(Joseph S. Alter professor of anthropology, University of Pittsburgh)

"Through her research on tourist-child encounters in Banaras, Huberman makes a real contribution to the
ethnographic and psychological literature on working children and changing gender systems in India."
(Ethos)

"Ambivalent Encounters is one of the most ethnographically detailed and multifaceted books on children.
Huberman expertly captures and explores relationships between value, age, and work in a contemporary
Indian city."
(Chaise LaDousa associate professor of anthropology, Hamilton College)

About the Author

JENNY HUBERMAN is an assistant professor of anthropology at the University of Missouri–Kansas City.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Chad Brown:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Ambivalent Encounters: Childhood,
Tourism, and Social Change in Banaras, India (Rutgers Series in Childhood Studies) book written by well-
known writer who really knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who else read
the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only
for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation Ambivalent Encounters: Childhood, Tourism, and Social
Change in Banaras, India (Rutgers Series in Childhood Studies) as good book not simply by the cover but
also from the content. This is one e-book that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still
needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to one more sixth sense.



Anita Winn:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can satisfy
your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more time to be
study. Ambivalent Encounters: Childhood, Tourism, and Social Change in Banaras, India (Rutgers Series in
Childhood Studies) can be your answer as it can be read by an individual who have those short free time
problems.

Kim Phillips:

The book untitled Ambivalent Encounters: Childhood, Tourism, and Social Change in Banaras, India
(Rutgers Series in Childhood Studies) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains her idea with
easy technique. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can
easy to read this. The book was authored by famous author. The author will bring you in the new age of
literary works. You can read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or program, so
you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official
web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice read.

Angie Blakney:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
From the book Ambivalent Encounters: Childhood, Tourism, and Social Change in Banaras, India (Rutgers
Series in Childhood Studies) we can consider more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become
creative person must prefer to read a book. Simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end
up being doubt to change your life with that book Ambivalent Encounters: Childhood, Tourism, and Social
Change in Banaras, India (Rutgers Series in Childhood Studies). You can more pleasing than now.
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