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As the Titanic and her passengers sank slowly into the Atlantic Ocean after
striking an iceberg late in the evening of April 14, 1912, a nearby ship looked on.
Second Officer Herbert Stone, in charge of the midnight watch on the SS
Californian sitting idly a few miles north, saw the distress rockets that the Titanic
fired. He alerted the captain, Stanley Lord, who was sleeping in the chartroom
below, but Lord did not come to the bridge. Eight rockets were fired during the
dark hours of the midnight watch, and eight rockets were ignored. The next
morning, the Titanic was at the bottom of the sea and more than 1,500 people
were dead. When they learned of the extent of the tragedy, Lord and Stone did
everything they could to hide their role in the disaster, but pursued by
newspapermen, lawyers, and political leaders in America and England, their
terrible secret was eventually revealed. The Midnight Watch is a fictional telling
of what may have occurred that night on the SS Californian, and the resulting
desperation of Officer Stone and Captain Lord in the aftermath of their inaction.

Told not only from the perspective of the SS Californian crew, but also through
the eyes of a family of third-class passengers who perished in the disaster, the
narrative is drawn together by Steadman, a tenacious Boston journalist who does
not rest until the truth is found. David Dyer's The Midnight Watch is a powerful
and dramatic debut novel--the result of many years of research in Liverpool,
London, New York, and Boston, and informed by the author's own experiences
as a ship's officer and a lawyer.
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As the Titanic and her passengers sank slowly into the Atlantic Ocean after striking an iceberg late in the
evening of April 14, 1912, a nearby ship looked on. Second Officer Herbert Stone, in charge of the midnight
watch on the SS Californian sitting idly a few miles north, saw the distress rockets that the Titanic fired. He
alerted the captain, Stanley Lord, who was sleeping in the chartroom below, but Lord did not come to the
bridge. Eight rockets were fired during the dark hours of the midnight watch, and eight rockets were ignored.
The next morning, the Titanic was at the bottom of the sea and more than 1,500 people were dead. When
they learned of the extent of the tragedy, Lord and Stone did everything they could to hide their role in the
disaster, but pursued by newspapermen, lawyers, and political leaders in America and England, their terrible
secret was eventually revealed. The Midnight Watch is a fictional telling of what may have occurred that
night on the SS Californian, and the resulting desperation of Officer Stone and Captain Lord in the aftermath
of their inaction.

Told not only from the perspective of the SS Californian crew, but also through the eyes of a family of third-
class passengers who perished in the disaster, the narrative is drawn together by Steadman, a tenacious
Boston journalist who does not rest until the truth is found. David Dyer's The Midnight Watch is a powerful
and dramatic debut novel--the result of many years of research in Liverpool, London, New York, and
Boston, and informed by the author's own experiences as a ship's officer and a lawyer.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Debut author Dyer elucidates formerly restricted evidence in his recreation of the confounding evening that
the SS Californian watched on while the nearby Titanic sent up eight distress rockets before slowly sinking
into the sea. The story itself is bizarre, rife with miscommunications. When Capt. Stanley Lord brings the
Californian to a halt, his radio operator warns nearby ships that "We are stopped and surrounded by ice," but
the steaming Titanic's operator responds, "shut up shut up shut up keep out" only moments before that
passenger vessel's lights go out all at once. Meek second officer Herbert Stone sees the rockets go up,
bursting "silently into a delicate shower of stars" one after another, during his graveyard watch, but is
fatefully told only to monitor. When Captain Lord and Officer Stone later offer their official accounts,
Boston reporter Steadman senses an incomplete truth, and through his pleasantly filigreed voice, their failure
to act is exposed during the second half of the novel. Dyer's elegant, imaginative renderings captivate, and
his expansive researchâ€”including exclusive access to legal documentsâ€”makes this colossal disaster
newly enthralling. (Apr.)

Review

"[An] engrossing new novel... thoroughly faithful to the facts" - The New York Times Book Review

“A worthy addition to the groaning shelves of Titanic literature.” - Financial Times

“Strikingly vivid and sensitive ... Exquisitely told ... Dyer writes with simplicity and honesty ... This is a
noble work about the vagaries of conscience, duty, loyalty, regret and forgiveness. I loved it!” - Liz Smith,
New York Social Diary

"Dyer's debut novel turns the kaleidoscope, retelling the tale of the unsinkable ship through a new lens...Dyer
rekindles the suspense and outrage of the Titanic inquiry." - Kirkus

"Dyer's elegant, imaginative renderings captivate, and his expansive research?including exclusive access to
legal documents?makes this colossal disaster newly enthralling" - Publishers Weekly

“I completely loved The Midnight Watch; this is historical fiction at its best. David Dyer has a reporter's ear
for story, a detective's nose for motive, and an artist's eye for detail. With this winning combination, he turns
the sparse and contradictory record of why the nearby Californian did not go to the aid of the sinking Titanic
into a gripping novel of flawed people, missed chances, and suspense.” ?Charlotte Rogan, author of The
Lifeboat

“A fascinating novel. David Dyer has captured all the drama and emotion of the Titanic disaster from an
intriguing new perspective. Clever, gripping and utterly compelling. Historical fiction at its very best.”
?Hazel Gaynor, New York Times and USA Today bestselling author of The Girl Who Came Home and A
Memory of Violets

"In The Midnight Watch, David Dyer makes the story of the sinking of the Titanic brand new?he even makes
you wonder what will happen. This superb novel, the disaster we think we know, comes freshly alive
through its unfamiliar point of view, and David Dyer's vivid eye for the right and telling detail." –Peter
Nichols, bestselling author of The Rocks



"The Midnight Watch opens fresh portals on a monumental event with all the tools of strong historical
fiction: deep research, methodical recreations, and an array of memorable perspectives. Dyer proves why
sometimes it takes fiction to answer history's question of "How could this happen?" A compelling read and a
journey through this moment in time." –Matthew Pearl, New York Times bestselling author of The Dante
Club and The Last Bookaneer

About the Author
David Dyer was born and raised in Shellharbour, a small coastal town in New South Wales, Australia. He
has served as an officer in the Australian merchant navy and worked as a litigation lawyer at the firm that
represented the owners of the Titanic in the aftermath of the disaster. His access to countless documents and
artifacts has informed and inspired his work in The Midnight Watch. He lives in central Sydney and
Katoomba, a small mountain town in New South Wales.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jesus Sandiford:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will require this The Midnight Watch: A Novel of the Titanic and the
Californian.

Catherine Mejia:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When
you read this The Midnight Watch: A Novel of the Titanic and the Californian, it is possible to tells your
family, friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading
a e-book.

Cherie Fidler:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in
e-book method, more simple and reachable. This The Midnight Watch: A Novel of the Titanic and the
Californian can give you a lot of friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have thing that
they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you
to get success. This book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more



than different make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Midnight Watch: A
Novel of the Titanic and the Californian.

Lowell Decoteau:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This publication The Midnight Watch: A Novel of the Titanic and the Californian was
filled about science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a
book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book
which you wanted.
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