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Now is an opportune moment to consider the shifts in youth and popular culture
that are signalled by texts that are being read and viewed by young people. In a
world seemingly compromised by climate change, political and religious
upheavals and economic irresponsibility, and at a time of fundamental social
change, young people are devouring fictional texts that focus on the edges of
identity, the points of transition and rupture, and the assumption of new and
hybrid identities. This book draws on a range of international texts to address
these issues, and to examine the ways in which key popular genres in the
contemporary market for young people are being re-defined and re-positioned in
the light of urgent questions about the environment, identity, one's place in the
world, and the fragile nature of the world itself. The key questions are: what are
the shifts and changes in youth culture that are identified by the market and by
what young people read and view? How do these texts negotiate the addressing
of significant questions relating to the world today? Why are these texts so
popular with young people? What are the most popular genres in contemporary
best-sellers and films? Do these texts have a global appeal, and, if so, why?
These over-arching themes and ideas are presented as a collection of inter-related
essays exploring a rich variety of forms and styles from graphic novels to urban
realism, from fantasy to dystopian writing, from epic narratives to television
musicals. The subjects and themes discussed here reveal the quite remarkable
diversity of issues that arise in youth fiction and the variety of fictional forms in
which they are explored. Once seen as not as important as adult fiction, this book
clearly demonstrates that youth fiction (and the popular appeal of this fiction) is
complex, durable and far-reaching in its scope.
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Now is an opportune moment to consider the shifts in youth and popular culture that are signalled by texts
that are being read and viewed by young people. In a world seemingly compromised by climate change,
political and religious upheavals and economic irresponsibility, and at a time of fundamental social change,
young people are devouring fictional texts that focus on the edges of identity, the points of transition and
rupture, and the assumption of new and hybrid identities. This book draws on a range of international texts to
address these issues, and to examine the ways in which key popular genres in the contemporary market for
young people are being re-defined and re-positioned in the light of urgent questions about the environment,
identity, one's place in the world, and the fragile nature of the world itself. The key questions are: what are
the shifts and changes in youth culture that are identified by the market and by what young people read and
view? How do these texts negotiate the addressing of significant questions relating to the world today? Why
are these texts so popular with young people? What are the most popular genres in contemporary best-sellers
and films? Do these texts have a global appeal, and, if so, why? These over-arching themes and ideas are
presented as a collection of inter-related essays exploring a rich variety of forms and styles from graphic
novels to urban realism, from fantasy to dystopian writing, from epic narratives to television musicals. The
subjects and themes discussed here reveal the quite remarkable diversity of issues that arise in youth fiction
and the variety of fictional forms in which they are explored. Once seen as not as important as adult fiction,
this book clearly demonstrates that youth fiction (and the popular appeal of this fiction) is complex, durable
and far-reaching in its scope.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Sharyn Pearce is a Professor in Creative Writing and Literary Studies at Queensland University of
Technology (QUT) in Brisbane, Australia. She has an international reputation in youth and children's
writing. Her best-known work, Youth Cultures: Texts, Images and Identities (co-edited with Kerry Mallan)
was an International Research Society for Children's Literature Honour Book in 2003. Vivienne Muller is a
Senior Lecturer in Creative Writing and Literary Studies at QUT. She has published a number of articles on
YA fiction, and is the co-editor of Manning the Next Millennium (2002), with Sharyn Pearce. Lesley
Hawkes is a Senior Lecturer in Creative Writing and Literary Studies at QUT. She has written chapters and
articles on popular fiction, environmental writing, and children's literature.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brian Wilson:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and family
or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the
whole day to reading a publication. The book Popular Appeal: Books and Films in Contemporary Youth
Culture it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We were
holding enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy
typically the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too
costly but this book has high quality.

Rose Miller:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its protect
may doesn't work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in
the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer can be Popular Appeal: Books and Films in Contemporary
Youth Culture why because the amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Willodean Samples:

Beside this Popular Appeal: Books and Films in Contemporary Youth Culture in your phone, it may give
you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you will got
here is fresh from your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small



town. It is good thing to have Popular Appeal: Books and Films in Contemporary Youth Culture because this
book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh
come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well
as read it from today!

Jennifer Valdovinos:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book Popular Appeal: Books and Films in
Contemporary Youth Culture to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of
reading expertise is developing when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you
enjoy to study it and mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to
like to available a book and go through it. Beside that the guide Popular Appeal: Books and Films in
Contemporary Youth Culture can to be your brand-new friend when you're experience alone and confuse
using what must you're doing of that time.
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