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Mathematics in Games, Sports, and Gambling: The Games People Play,
Second Edition demonstrates how discrete probability, statistics, and elementary
discrete mathematics are used in games, sports, and gambling situations. With
emphasis on mathematical thinking and problem solving, the text draws on
numerous examples, questions, and problems to explain the application of
mathematical theory to various real-life games.

This updated edition of a widely adopted textbook considers a number of popular
games and diversions that are mathematically based or can be studied from a
mathematical perspective. Requiring only high school algebra, the book is
suitable for use as a textbook in seminars, general education courses, or as a
supplement in introductory probability courses.

New in this Edition:

New review material on relations and functions

Exercises are included in each section to help students understand the various
concepts. The text covers permutations in the two-deck matching game so
derangements can be counted. It introduces graphs to find matches when looking
at extensions of the five-card trick and studies lexicographic orderings and ideas
of encoding for card tricks.

The text also explores linear and weighted equations in the section on the NFL
passer rating formula and presents graphing to show how data can be compared
or displayed. For each topic, the author includes exercises based on real games
and actual sports data.
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Editorial ReviewAbout the Author
Ronald J. Gould received a B.S. in Mathematics from the State University of New York at Fredonia in
1972, an M.S. in Computer Science in 1978 from Western Michigan University, and Ph.D. in Mathematics
in 1979 from Western Michigan University. He joined the faculty of Emory University in 1979.

Professor Gould specializes in Graph Theory with general interests in discrete mathematics and algorithms.
He has written over 170 research papers and one book in this area. Professor Gould serves on the Editorial
Boards of several journals in the area of discrete mathematics. Over the years he has directed over 25
master’s theses and more than 25 Ph.D. dissertations.

Professor Gould has received a number of honors including teaching awards from Western Michigan
University (1976) and Emory University (1999), as well as the Mathematical Association of America’s
Southeastern Section Distinguished Teaching Award in 2008. He has also received alumni awards from both
SUNY Fredonia and Western Michigan University. He was awarded the Goodrich C. White Chair from
Emory University in 2001.Users ReviewFrom reader reviews:
Maureen Perdue:Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading
you can get a lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this
world may share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire
their particular reader with their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the
books. But also they write about the knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the
good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this
world always try to improve their skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their
book. One of them is this Mathematics in Games, Sports, and Gambling: The Games People Play, Second
Edition (Textbooks in Mathematics).
Kerry Maye:Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more
time to be examine. Mathematics in Games, Sports, and Gambling: The Games People Play, Second Edition
(Textbooks in Mathematics) can be your answer as it can be read by you who have those short free time
problems.
Bonnie Parker:In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to your account is Mathematics in Games, Sports, and Gambling: The Games People Play,
Second Edition (Textbooks in Mathematics) this book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this
world now. This particular book was represented how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles
that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some study when he
makes this book. That is why this book acceptable all of you.
Hoyt Knapp:Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt
this when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Mathematics in Games, Sports,
and Gambling: The Games People Play, Second Edition (Textbooks in Mathematics) to make your reading is
interesting. Your current skill of reading ability is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose basic
book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about book and examining especially. It is to be
initially opinion for you to like to open a book and go through it. Beside that the e-book Mathematics in
Games, Sports, and Gambling: The Games People Play, Second Edition (Textbooks in Mathematics) can to



be your friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of this time.
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