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Although Erving Goffman never claimed to be a media or communication
scholar, his work is definitely relevant to, and has already served as a substantial
resource for, those who are. This is the first detailed presentation and analysis of
his life and work intended specifically for a communication audience. While
primarily an introduction to Goffman’s work, those already familiar with his
ideas will also learn something new. In addition to summarizing Goffman’s
major concepts and his influence on other scholars, the book includes an
intellectual biography, explication of his methods, and an example of how to
extend his ideas. Readers are invited to consider Goffman as a lens through
which to view much of the pattern evident in the social world. Goffman’s work
always appealed to the general public (several of his books became bestsellers),
and so this book has implications for those who are interested in the role of
media or communication in their own lives as well as those who study it
professionally.
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Editorial Review

Review
«Winkin and Leeds-Hurwitz have succeeded in presenting a succinct, eminently readable introduction to the
work of Erving Goffman [...]. [...] it provides an excellent, accessible, and rich overview of his prodigious
output, making Erving Goffman a useful resource for students and researchers alike. [...] This slender
volume punches well above its weight and should find a place on most folklorists' shelves.»
(Timothy Tangherllini, Folklore Vol.127 No.3 2016)

«Goffman is an intriguing figure, worthy of study as much as his theories. This text manages to separate the
man from his theories, yet it illustrates the powerful relationship between the two and how, together, they
constitute a continuing influential presence.»
(Daniel P. Compora, Journal of Folklore Research Reviews April 2015)

About the Author
Yves Winkin is University Professor of Communication at the Ecole normale supérieure of Lyon (ENSL),
France, and Extraordinary Professor of Anthropology at the University of Liège, Belgium. His major books
include Anthropologie de la communication (1996, translated into Spanish and Portuguese); Erving
Goffman: les moments et leurs hommes (1988, translated into Spanish, Portuguese and Japanese); and La
Nouvelle Communication (1981, translated into Greek, Spanish and Portuguese). His latest book is Vers une
marche plaisir en ville: boîte à outils pour augmenter le bonheur de marcher (2012, with Sonia Lavadinho).
His MA is from the Annenberg School of Communication at the University of Pennsylvania; his PhD is from
the University of Liège.
Wendy Leeds-Hurwitz is Director of the Center for Intercultural Dialogue and Professor Emerita at the
University of Wisconsin-Parkside. Among her books are: Learning Matters: The Transformation of US
Higher Education (2012, with Peter Hoff), The Social History of Language and Social Interaction Research
(2010), Socially Constructing Communication (2009, with Gloria Galanes), Wedding as Text (2002), Social
Approaches to Communication (1995), Semiotics and Communication (1993), and Communication in
Everyday Life (1989). Leeds-Hurwitz earned her MA and PhD degrees from the University of Pennsylvania.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kevin Santiago:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible Erving Goffman:
A Critical Introduction to Media and Communication Theory? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You
know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree
with the opinion or you have different opinion?



Michael Mitchell:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource
then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen in you if you take Erving Goffman: A Critical Introduction to Media and Communication Theory
as your daily resource information.

Michael Emery:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Erving Goffman: A Critical
Introduction to Media and Communication Theory that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading
this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world considerably
better then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine only for the
geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to
start examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick Erving Goffman: A Critical Introduction to Media
and Communication Theory become your starter.

Joyce Jiminez:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Erving Goffman: A Critical
Introduction to Media and Communication Theory which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's see.
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