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From 1889-1897 a small dog captured the public's imagination - Owney, a stray
who wandered into an Albany, NY Post Office. Owney became a world traveller,
at first accompanying mailbags around the United States and then setting sail
around the globe. His travels were followed by newspapers in many countries.
His irresistible spirit won hearts wherever he went. In fictional letters, newspaper
accounts, and lively watercolour paintings, Irene Kelly tells the colourful story of
an irresistible celebrity.
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Albany, NY Post Office. Owney became a world traveller, at first accompanying mailbags around the United
States and then setting sail around the globe. His travels were followed by newspapers in many countries.
His irresistible spirit won hearts wherever he went. In fictional letters, newspaper accounts, and lively
watercolour paintings, Irene Kelly tells the colourful story of an irresistible celebrity.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Kindergarten-Grade 4–In 1889, a winsome stray wandered into a post office in Albany, NY, where he was
quickly adopted by the staff. His intrepid spirit soon led him to jump aboard the mail cars of various trains
and travel to post offices all over the country, where clerks gave him tags to commemorate his visits. His
adventures captured the public's imagination and, in 1895, he made a trip around the world as the official
mascot of the U.S. Postal Service. Kelly tells Owney's story through fictional letters written by people who
may have encountered the dog along his journey. In most cases, the voices are lively and distinctive,
although they suffer at times from the necessity of stilted explanations, and some of the typefaces are
difficult to read. The two maps included are fairly useful, but the one depicting Owney's U.S. travels lacks a
key. The watercolor illustrations are serviceable, but facial expressions (both canine and human) are
disappointingly bland and uniform. An author's note ties the story together, separates fact from fiction, and
reveals the slightly disturbing details of Owney's demise. Overall, this is an effective treatment of a tale that's
strange but true. Young dog lovers will be fascinated.–Rachael Vilmar, Atlanta Fulton Public Library, GA
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
PreS-Gr. 2. From the time the scruffy dog strayed into the post office of Albany, New York, in 1889, Owney
became the office mascot. For seven years he rode the mail trains he loved, traveling about 143,000 miles
across the U.S and collecting more than 1,000 commemorative mail tags from the clerks. He even boarded a
steamship for a voyage to the Far East and Egypt. Now those mail tags are part of a special exhibit at the
National Postal Museum, which also includes a taxidermist's model of Owney. In fictionalized letters and
newspaper accounts, illustrated by lively watercolor paintings, Kelly recounts the story of the dog who
traveled the world and returned each time to cozy welcome in the post office. The lively pictures evoke both
the daring adventure and the warm story about those who loved the mutt with strong, spindly legs and "a
straggly, but waggly, tail." Hazel Rochman
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
In fictionalized...accounts, illustrated by lively watercolor paintings, Kelly recounts the story of the dog who
traveled the world… -- Booklist, July 1, 2005

Overall, this is an effective treatment of a tale that’s strange but true. Young dog lovers will be fascinated. --
School Library Journal, August 2005

The unorthodox format is well suited to spark interest in… reading and writing…both in and out of the
classroom. -- Kirkus, June 1, 2005

Using a liberal variety of fonts and writing styles alongside her bright, mixed-media drawings, Kelly
develops a kaleidoscopic story... -- Kirkus Reviews

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Joan Burton:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This A Small Dog's Big Life: Around the World with Owney book is
readable by means of you who hate the straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you.
The writer involving A Small Dog's Big Life: Around the World with Owney content conveys prospect
easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it
just different by means of it. So , do you continue to thinking A Small Dog's Big Life: Around the World
with Owney is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Lisa Buffington:

The publication untitled A Small Dog's Big Life: Around the World with Owney is the book that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you actually.
The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
copy writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for your
requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of A Small Dog's Big Life: Around the
World with Owney from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Linda Amato:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A Small Dog's Big Life: Around the
World with Owney can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks
have than the others?

Shirley Pedro:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list of books in
the top checklist in your reading list is actually A Small Dog's Big Life: Around the World with Owney. This
book that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking
up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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