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A book about how Shakespeare became fascinated with the world, and how
the world became fascinated with Shakespeare

Ranging ambitiously across four continents and four hundred years, Worlds
Elsewhere is an eye-opening account of how Shakespeare went global. Seizing
inspiration from the playwright’s own fascination with travel, foreignness, and
distant worlds—worlds Shakespeare never himself explored—Andrew Dickson
takes us on an extraordinary journey: from Hamlet performed by English actors
tramping through the Baltic states in the early sixteen hundreds to the skyscrapers
of twenty-first-century Beijing and Shanghai, where “Shashibiya” survived
Mao’s Cultural Revolution to become a revered Chinese author.

En route, Dickson traces Nazi Germany’s strange love affair with, and attempted
nationalization of, the Bard, and delves deep into the history of Bollywood,
where Shakespearean stories helped give birth to Indian cinema. In
Johannesburg, we discover how Shakespeare was enlisted in the fight to end
apartheid. In nineteenth-century California, we encounter shoestring
performances of Richard III and Othello in the dusty mining camps and saloon
bars of the Gold Rush.

No other writer’s work has been performed, translated, adapted, and altered in
such a remarkable variety of cultures and languages. Both a cultural history and a
literary travelogue, Worlds Elsewhere is an attempt to understand how
Shakespeare has become the international phenomenon he is—and why.
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A book about how Shakespeare became fascinated with the world, and how the world became
fascinated with Shakespeare

Ranging ambitiously across four continents and four hundred years, Worlds Elsewhere is an eye-opening
account of how Shakespeare went global. Seizing inspiration from the playwright’s own fascination with
travel, foreignness, and distant worlds—worlds Shakespeare never himself explored—Andrew Dickson takes
us on an extraordinary journey: from Hamlet performed by English actors tramping through the Baltic states
in the early sixteen hundreds to the skyscrapers of twenty-first-century Beijing and Shanghai, where
“Shashibiya” survived Mao’s Cultural Revolution to become a revered Chinese author.

En route, Dickson traces Nazi Germany’s strange love affair with, and attempted nationalization of, the Bard,
and delves deep into the history of Bollywood, where Shakespearean stories helped give birth to Indian
cinema. In Johannesburg, we discover how Shakespeare was enlisted in the fight to end apartheid. In
nineteenth-century California, we encounter shoestring performances of Richard III and Othello in the dusty
mining camps and saloon bars of the Gold Rush.

No other writer’s work has been performed, translated, adapted, and altered in such a remarkable variety of
cultures and languages. Both a cultural history and a literary travelogue, Worlds Elsewhere is an attempt to
understand how Shakespeare has become the international phenomenon he is—and why.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Dickson's journey of discovery is surely the book of the year for Shakespeareans and many others." ---
Booklist Starred Review

About the Author
Andrew Dickson is the author of The Rough Guide to Shakespeare and a contributor to The New Cambridge
Companion to Shakespeare. A former arts editor at the Guardian, he writes regularly for the paper and
appears as a presenter for the BBC and elsewhere.

Coming soon...

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Karen Shiner:

The book Worlds Elsewhere: Journeys Around Shakespeare's Globe make you feel enjoy for your spare
time. You can utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting
anxiety or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a book Worlds Elsewhere:
Journeys Around Shakespeare's Globe to get your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your
personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if
you like open and read a publication Worlds Elsewhere: Journeys Around Shakespeare's Globe. Kinds of
book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you
think about this publication?

Bobby Tremblay:

This book untitled Worlds Elsewhere: Journeys Around Shakespeare's Globe to be one of several books that
best seller in this year, this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will
easily to buy this particular book in the book shop or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this book from your list.

Edwin Bernal:

The actual book Worlds Elsewhere: Journeys Around Shakespeare's Globe has a lot details on it. So when
you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very famous
author. Tom makes some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you may
get the point easily after perusing this book.



Marian Knight:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This book Worlds Elsewhere: Journeys Around Shakespeare's Globe was
filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some
people has several feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can really
feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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