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The antihero prevails in recent American drama television series. Characters such
as mobster kingpin Tony Soprano (The Sopranos), meth cook and gangster-in-
the-making Walter White (Breaking Bad) and serial killer Dexter Morgan
(Dexter) are not morally good, so how do these television series make us engage
in these morally bad main characters? And what does this tell us about our moral
psychological make-up, and more specifically, about the moral psychology of
fiction?

Vaage argues that the fictional status of these series deactivates rational,
deliberate moral evaluation, making the spectator rely on moral emotions and
intuitions that are relatively easy to manipulate with narrative strategies.
Nevertheless, she also argues that these series regularly encourage reactivation of
deliberate, moral evaluation. In so doing, these fictional series can teach us
something about ourselves as moral beings?what our moral intuitions and
emotions are, and how these might differ from deliberate, moral evaluation.
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The antihero prevails in recent American drama television series. Characters such as mobster kingpin Tony
Soprano (The Sopranos), meth cook and gangster-in-the-making Walter White (Breaking Bad) and serial
killer Dexter Morgan (Dexter) are not morally good, so how do these television series make us engage in
these morally bad main characters? And what does this tell us about our moral psychological make-up, and
more specifically, about the moral psychology of fiction?

Vaage argues that the fictional status of these series deactivates rational, deliberate moral evaluation, making
the spectator rely on moral emotions and intuitions that are relatively easy to manipulate with narrative
strategies. Nevertheless, she also argues that these series regularly encourage reactivation of deliberate,
moral evaluation. In so doing, these fictional series can teach us something about ourselves as moral
beings?what our moral intuitions and emotions are, and how these might differ from deliberate, moral
evaluation.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Combining an informative survey of salient research in psychology and philosophical aesthetics with
careful conceptual analysis and close examinations of well-known television series, Margrethe Bruun
Vaage’s book offers a fresh perspective on the nature of contemporary American television drama and the
ways it engages viewers. Exemplifying the virtues of the best interdisciplinary scholarship in the humanities,
this book opens up new avenues of research for television studies scholars, cognitivist theorists, and
philosophers of film, and will also appeal to any students or scholars with an interest in the question of what
makes characters like Tony Soprano and Walter White so compelling." - Ted Nannicelli, University of
Queensland, Australia

About the Author

Margrethe Bruun Vaage is Lecturer in the Film Department at the University of Kent, UK

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sondra Spencer:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This The Antihero in American Television (Routledge Advances in Television
Studies) book is readable by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange
for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to
deliver to you. The writer involving The Antihero in American Television (Routledge Advances in
Television Studies) content conveys the thought easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the articles but it just different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking The Antihero in
American Television (Routledge Advances in Television Studies) is not loveable to be your top checklist
reading book?

Daniel Colon:

The knowledge that you get from The Antihero in American Television (Routledge Advances in Television
Studies) could be the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside the words the more you get
interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Antihero in American
Television (Routledge Advances in Television Studies) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer
conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the item because
the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This book also makes your own personal vocabulary
increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We suggest you for having this The Antihero in American Television (Routledge Advances in



Television Studies) instantly.

William Fields:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need
more time to be study. The Antihero in American Television (Routledge Advances in Television Studies)
can be your answer since it can be read by a person who have those short extra time problems.

Alberto Kimble:

You may get this The Antihero in American Television (Routledge Advances in Television Studies) by
check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve trouble if you
get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by simply written or printed but
can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about
your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to
choose suitable ways for you.
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