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In an expansion of his 2012 Robson Classical Lectures, Clifford Ando examines
the connection between the nature of the Latin language and Roman thinking
about law, society, and empire. Drawing on innovative work in cognitive
linguistics and anthropology, Roman Social Imaginaries considers how
metaphor, metonymy, analogy, and ideation helped create the structures of
thought that shaped the Roman Empire as a political construct.

Beginning in early Roman history, Ando shows how the expansion of the empire
into new territories led the Romans to develop and exploit Latin’s extraordinary
capacity for abstraction. In this way, laws and institutions invented for use in a
single Mediterranean city-state could be deployed across a remarkably
heterogeneous empire.

Lucid, insightful, and innovative, the essays in Roman Social Imaginaries
constitute some of today’s most original thinking about the power of language in
the ancient world.
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Editorial Review

Review

‘This is a fascinating book – perceptive, effective, and reasoned… This is not only a singularly important
contribution, but also a most welcome one.’

(Matt Gibbs Journal Mnemosyne vol 69:2016)

Review
“Roman Social Imaginaries will be widely welcomed for its fresh approach to Roman political and legal
thought from the last century of the oligarchic res publica to the Christian late empire.” (Stephane Benoist,
Professor of Roman History, Universite Charles-de-Gaulle - Lille 3)

“This is an important and thought-provoking book that will be of great interest in Roman studies, especially
Roman history and Roman law, and in the study of empire more generally.” (John Richardson, Emeritus
Professor of Classics, School of History, Classics, and Archaeology, University of Edinburgh)

About the Author
Clifford Ando is the David B. and Clara E. Stern Professor of Humanities in the Department of Classics at
the University of Chicago and a research fellow in the Department of Classics and World Languages at the
University of South Africa.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Fidel Auxier:

The book Roman Social Imaginaries: Language and Thought in the Context of Empire (Robson Classical
Lectures) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable much
more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem along with
your subject. If you can make looking at a book Roman Social Imaginaries: Language and Thought in the
Context of Empire (Robson Classical Lectures) to get your habit, you can get much more advantages, like
add your capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if
you like available and read a e-book Roman Social Imaginaries: Language and Thought in the Context of
Empire (Robson Classical Lectures). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this guide?

Lawrence Seay:

Typically the book Roman Social Imaginaries: Language and Thought in the Context of Empire (Robson
Classical Lectures) will bring one to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate
the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to read, this book very suitable to you. The
book Roman Social Imaginaries: Language and Thought in the Context of Empire (Robson Classical



Lectures) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so
you can more readily to read the book.

Joe Dix:

The book with title Roman Social Imaginaries: Language and Thought in the Context of Empire (Robson
Classical Lectures) has lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of profit after read this
book. This book exist new expertise the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the
world at this point. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This particular
book will bring you in new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so
you can read this anywhere you want.

Cheri Tow:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Roman Social Imaginaries:
Language and Thought in the Context of Empire (Robson Classical Lectures) which is obtaining the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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