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Work as center of life has such an important role in our lives; it bears a standard
by which we measure our success. It is a major component of self actualization
and well-being. Professional life offers the hope of rewarding work, not just
financially but work that is fulfilling. However, professions are also riddled with
complexities and ethical conflicts that obstruct the goal of meaningful work. Our
jobs are fraught with moral ambiguities and dilemmas; these become sources of
frustration and alienation. What is needed is a transformation, a renewal of our
professional lives and the institutional contexts in which we operate, to humanize
the alienating aspects of work and professions. Thomas Merton (1915-1968),
though a cloistered monk, wrote extensively on spiritual and social issues. He has
been called 'a spiritual master' for contemporary times. He possessed an uncanny
sense of self-awareness and moral imagination. His life and writings have
inspired countless persons on life's spiritual journey. Yet, while people have
looked to Merton for guidance on spiritual issues, the implications of his thought
for several other areas of life are open to exploration. This book focuses on the
significance of his reflections in "Conjectures of a Guilty Bystander", which offer
one the confidence to embark on a journey that seeks to transcend the
complexities of professional life, and courage to transform the negative features
of workplaces and organizations through reasoned moral action, moral
imagination, and leadership.
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success. It is a major component of self actualization and well-being. Professional life offers the hope of
rewarding work, not just financially but work that is fulfilling. However, professions are also riddled with
complexities and ethical conflicts that obstruct the goal of meaningful work. Our jobs are fraught with moral
ambiguities and dilemmas; these become sources of frustration and alienation. What is needed is a
transformation, a renewal of our professional lives and the institutional contexts in which we operate, to
humanize the alienating aspects of work and professions. Thomas Merton (1915-1968), though a cloistered
monk, wrote extensively on spiritual and social issues. He has been called 'a spiritual master' for
contemporary times. He possessed an uncanny sense of self-awareness and moral imagination. His life and
writings have inspired countless persons on life's spiritual journey. Yet, while people have looked to Merton
for guidance on spiritual issues, the implications of his thought for several other areas of life are open to
exploration. This book focuses on the significance of his reflections in "Conjectures of a Guilty Bystander",
which offer one the confidence to embark on a journey that seeks to transcend the complexities of
professional life, and courage to transform the negative features of workplaces and organizations through
reasoned moral action, moral imagination, and leadership.
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Editorial Review

Review
"With scholarship, style, and intriguing insight Barry Padgett makes the important point that ethics is a verb,
not just a naming noun. Using Thomas Merton as his guide, Padgett argues that theory and contemplation are
necessary but not sufficient. Ethics requires us to live out our values and beliefs both in our private and, most
especially, in our public lives." - Al Gini, Editor, Business Ethics Quarterly "Dr. Padgett approaches Thomas
Merton's classic book, Conjectures of a Guilty Bystander, in a new and highly relevant fashion. Padgett takes
Merton's prophetic, frequently acerbic insights into the modern world, and teases out their application to the
world of work ethics. This book challenges readers of Thomas Merton to carry his message from their heads
to their daily work places." - Paul Pearson, director of the Thomas Merton Center, Bellarmine University.
"This book is an extended reflection on the relationship between Merton's thinking, especially as found in
'Conjectures', and the moral dilemmas of contemporary professional life. As such it is an important book, a
significant, welcome and almost overdue development in Merton studies." Canon Melvyn Matthews,
Chancellor Emeritus of Wells Cathedral in Merton Journal, Vol 16, No.2, 2009 "Padgett's book brings
Merton's writings into timely discussions of ethics currently monopolizing media headlines, namely a global
economic crisis precipitated by poor ethical judgement in the business sector and a national debate in the
United States concerning health care. Padgett skillfully demonstrates how Merton's work continues to be
challenging in a contemporary context." Mark C. Meade, Thomas Merton Centre, Bellarmine University,
Cistercian Studies Quarterly, Vo. 45.3, 2010

About the Author
Barry L. Padgett is Associate Professor of Philosophy at Bellarmine University in Louisville, Kentucky. His
area of specialization is applied philosophy; he teaches Bioethics to graduate students in fields of Nursing
and Physical Therapy, and a Business Ethics component of the MBA program at Bellarmine. He holds a
Ph.D. from Purdue University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

George Clark:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is known to us that
book is very important normally. The book Professional Morality and Guilty Bystanding: Mertons
Conjectures and the Value of Work seemed to be making you to know about other information and of course
you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The book Professional Morality
and Guilty Bystanding: Mertons Conjectures and the Value of Work is not only giving you considerably
more new information but also to get your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your spend
time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship using the book Professional Morality and Guilty
Bystanding: Mertons Conjectures and the Value of Work. You never feel lose out for everything in the event
you read some books.



John Hawkins:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get lot of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely without a
doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is
usually Professional Morality and Guilty Bystanding: Mertons Conjectures and the Value of Work.

Diane Wilson:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually Professional Morality and Guilty Bystanding: Mertons Conjectures
and the Value of Work why because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will
not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Mary Curtis:

You can get this Professional Morality and Guilty Bystanding: Mertons Conjectures and the Value of Work
by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get
difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by means of written or printed
and also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by
your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
revise. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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