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Like John Dewey, his mentor and friend, Sidney Hook shares the classic concep-
tion of philosophy as the pursuit of wisdom. A philosopher is concerned ulti-
mately with the conception of the good life in a good society.
 
In these essays extending over many years, Hook illustrates the activity of the
philosopher in the cave of social life. He brings to bear the tools of reflective
analysis on dominant social and political issues: human rights; the role of
personality and leadership in history; the attempt to defend freedom as we seek to
preserve and extend the welfare state; and a criticism of the common premise of
historical materialism shared by both Marxists and their opponents.
 
Most significantly, Hook addresses the relation between morality and religion
and the place of religion in democratic society. A secular and naturalistic
humanism, he contends, generates an authentic, reliable commitment to the
democratic faith.
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Like John Dewey, his mentor and friend, Sidney Hook shares the classic conception of philosophy as the
pursuit of wisdom. A philosopher is concerned ultimately with the conception of the good life in a good
society.
 
In these essays extending over many years, Hook illustrates the activity of the philosopher in the cave of
social life. He brings to bear the tools of reflective analysis on dominant social and political issues: human
rights; the role of personality and leadership in history; the attempt to defend freedom as we seek to preserve
and extend the welfare state; and a criticism of the common premise of historical materialism shared by both
Marxists and their opponents.
 
Most significantly, Hook addresses the relation between morality and religion and the place of religion in
democratic society. A secular and naturalistic humanism, he contends, generates an authentic, reliable
commitment to the democratic faith.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Perhaps it is because his own critical writings have remained so firmly attached to the practical experience
that Mr. Hook, always the pragmatist, has proven [in these twenty-one essays] to be a more reliable guide to
the issues of our time than some of his more celebrated philosophical contemporaries.”—Stefan Kanfer,
Time

“At 78, Sidney Hook… ought to be seen for what he is: a natural resource, a kind of philosophical
Mississippi.”—Jeanne Wacker Sobran, National Review

“Throughout his extraordinary career, which spans more than half a century, Mr. Hook has addressed his
fellow citizens on virtually every major issue of public concern. He continues to do so with undiminished
clarity and conviction.”—Carl Gershman, The Wall Street Journal
 
“A towering moral figure in American intellectual life for half a century… because from the 1930s on, he
has been one of the intellectual community’s most courageous fighters in behalf of freedom. His kind of in-
tellectual courage was and still is a rarity in the Academy.”—Arnold Beichman, The American Spectator
 
“The central theses of Philosophy and Public Policy prove throughout a career of combat, Sidney Hook’s
hackles and gorge have always risen to the occasion. Those who shrink from confrontation should stay clear
of such reactive power. Only thinkers need apply. For them, as Alfred North Whitehead observed, ‘a clash of
Doctrines is not a disaster. It is an opportunity.’”—Stefan Kanfer, Time

About the Author

Sidney Hook is Senior Research Fellow at the Hoover Institution on War, Revolution and Peace.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ann Morgan:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This Philosophy and Public Policy is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
want in this era.



Faye Michaels:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the people
do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Philosophy and
Public Policy, you are able to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours book. Your
knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Gary Games:

The reason? Because this Philosophy and Public Policy is an unordinary book that the inside of the
publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside. Reading this
book beside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside
easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of gains than
the other book get such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to
hold up having that book? If I have been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Earl Casey:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Philosophy and Public Policy can be the solution,
oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-
new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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