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The real-life inspiration and setting for Julian Fellowes's Emmy Award-winning
PBS show Downton Abbey, Lady Almina and the Real Downton Abbey tells the
story behind Highclere Castle and the life of one of its most famous inhabitants,
Lady Almina, the 5th Countess of Carnarvon.

Drawing on a rich store of materials from the archives of Highclere Castle,
including diaries, letters, and photographs, the current Lady Carnarvon has
written a transporting story of this fabled home on the brink of war. Much like
her Masterpiece Classic counterpart, Lady Cora Crawley, Lady Almina was the
daughter of a wealthy industrialist, Alfred de Rothschild, who married his
daughter off at a young age, her dowry serving as the crucial link in the effort to
preserve the Earl of Carnarvon's ancestral home.  Throwing open the doors of
Highclere Castle to tend to the wounded of World War I, Lady Almina
distinguished herself as a brave and remarkable woman.

This rich tale contrasts the splendor of Edwardian life in a great house against the
backdrop of the First World War and offers an inspiring and revealing picture of
the woman at the center of the history of Highclere Castle.
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most famous inhabitants, Lady Almina, the 5th Countess of Carnarvon.

Drawing on a rich store of materials from the archives of Highclere Castle, including diaries, letters, and
photographs, the current Lady Carnarvon has written a transporting story of this fabled home on the brink of
war. Much like her Masterpiece Classic counterpart, Lady Cora Crawley, Lady Almina was the daughter of a
wealthy industrialist, Alfred de Rothschild, who married his daughter off at a young age, her dowry serving
as the crucial link in the effort to preserve the Earl of Carnarvon's ancestral home.  Throwing open the doors
of Highclere Castle to tend to the wounded of World War I, Lady Almina distinguished herself as a brave
and remarkable woman.

This rich tale contrasts the splendor of Edwardian life in a great house against the backdrop of the First
World War and offers an inspiring and revealing picture of the woman at the center of the history of
Highclere Castle.
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Editorial Review

Review
A NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

“Almina was a woman of great charm and courage.”
—New York Times Book Review

“The more interesting and entertaining book is Lady Almina and the Real Downton Abbey: The Lost
Legacy of Highclere Castle. Written by the castle's current countess, Lady Fiona Carnarvon, the
Eighth Countess of Carnarvon and great-granddaughter-in-law of Lady Almina, the book is a
fascinating look at the woman of the house who turned her castle into a hospital for wounded British
soldiers returning from World War I. (It corresponds perfectly with this season's war story line on
Downton Abbey.)”
—USA Today

“Gives the juicy backstory behind last year's Emmy-winning 'Masterpiece Theater' drama.”
—New York Times

“If you can’t wait for the new season of ‘Downton Abbey’...this one’s for you....a revealing portrait of
the changing times.”
—New York Post
 
“[A] fascinating insight into how the seriously rich once lived.”
—Newsweek Daily Beast
 
“The present Lady Carnarvon, who tapped the family archives for her comprehensive research,
dramatically captures the estate during the pre-war and war years, and paints a compelling...portrait
of Lady Almina.”
—Newark Star-Ledger

About the Author
FIONA, New York Times bestselling author and the 8th Countness of CARNARVON, married Geordie, the
8th Earl of Carnarvon, in 1999, and aceded to Highclere ten years ago upon the death of Geordie's
father. Highclere has become one of the most famous houses in England as the location for the PBS series
Downton Abbey. She is also the author of the companion piece, Lady Catherine, the Earl, and the Real
Downton Abbey.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Andrea Toliver:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Lady Almina
and the Real Downton Abbey: The Lost Legacy of Highclere Castle suitable to you? The actual book was



written by well-known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Lady Almina and the Real Downton
Abbey: The Lost Legacy of Highclere Castleis the main one of several books which everyone read now. This
book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimensions
that you ever know previous to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, and so all of people
can easily to comprehend the core of this guide. This book will give you a wide range of information about
this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world with this book.

Dorothy Pierce:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
large amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity
have you got when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read is usually Lady Almina and the Real Downton Abbey: The Lost Legacy of Highclere Castle.

Richard Williams:

Lady Almina and the Real Downton Abbey: The Lost Legacy of Highclere Castle can be one of your nice
books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary
that will increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing Lady
Almina and the Real Downton Abbey: The Lost Legacy of Highclere Castle but doesn't forget the main
place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one
among it. This great information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.

Kevin Caputo:

You can get this Lady Almina and the Real Downton Abbey: The Lost Legacy of Highclere Castle by go to
the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for
ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by means of written or printed and also can
you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information
about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try
to choose correct ways for you.
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