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The Third Edition of Lyn Richards' best-selling book is the perfect introduction
to qualitative research for students and practitioners. Recognizing that for many
new researchers dealing with data is the main point of departure, this book helps
them to acquire an understanding of the skills and methodological issues that are
central to qualitative research. Author Lyn Richards provides practical guidance
on how to handle, reflect on and make sense of rich data, while at the same time
showing how a consideration of methods and their philosophical underpinnings
informs how we should best handle our data.

Detailed sections cover: the processes of making, meeting, sorting, coding,
documenting, and exploring qualitative data; how to see a study as a whole and
write it, and making and justifying claims. Each chapter smoothly integrates
software use with discussion of the main challenges that software users are likely
to encounter. Novice researchers who use this book will be able to achieve valid
and useful outcomes from qualitative analysis, and ensure they do justice to their
data.
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central to qualitative research. Author Lyn Richards provides practical guidance on how to handle, reflect on
and make sense of rich data, while at the same time showing how a consideration of methods and their
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Editorial Review

Review

Lyn Richards has produced a very accessible guide on how to work with qualitative data in a meaningful
way. This book is unique in that Richards’ correctly assumes that today’s qualitative researchers will be
using technology in their analysis. She weaves this understanding into each phase of the process she
describes, guiding the novice through key aspects of how to effectively handle their data.

 

 

(Trena Paulus)

A really useful text to help students get to grips with data analysis.
(Nikki Petty)

This is an excellent text, it is well structured and provides a step by step approach for students to follow
when analysing their qualitative data with particular application to the use of computer software.
(Glynis Bennett)

About the Author

Lyn Richards has a highly unusual range of relationships with qualitative research.  After undergraduate
training as a Historian and Political Scientist, she moved to Sociology. Her early work as a family sociologist
addressed both popular and academic audiences, with a strong motivation always to make the funded
research relevant to the people studied, and the qualitative analysis credible to those affected. Each of her
four books in family sociology was a text at university level but also widely discussed in popular media and
at community level. During her tenure as Reader and Associate Professor at La Trobe University in
Melbourne, she won major research grants, presented and published research papers, was a founding member
of a qualitative research association and taught qualitative methods at undergraduate and graduate level,
supervising Masters and PhD students.

 

She strayed from this academic pathway when challenges with handling qualitative data in her family and
community studies led to the development, with Tom Richards, of what rapidly became the world’s leading
qualitative analysis software. They left the university to found a research software company, in which for a
decade Lyn was Director of Research Services, writing software documentation  and managing international
teaching of the methods behind the software.  Designing and documenting software taught her to confront
fuzzy thinking about methods, and to demand straight talking, clarity of purpose, detail of technique and a
clear answer always to “Why would we want to do that?”  Teaching methods to thousands of researchers in
dozens of disciplines in 14 countries, she learned what worked and what didn’t. From those researchers,
graduates and faculty in universities and research practitioners in the world beyond, she learned their many
ways of handling data, on and off computers, and their strategies for making sense of data. 

 



Handling Qualitative Data is a direct result of this experience.  It offers clear, practical advice for
researchers approaching qualitative research and wishing to do justice to rich data.  Like her previous book,
with Janice Morse, Readme First, for a user’s guide to qualitative methods it strongly maintains the
requirements of good qualitative research, assumes and critiques the use of software and draws on practical
work, helping researchers whose progress has been hindered by  confusion, lack of training, mixed messages
about standards and fear of being overwhelmed by rich,  messy data.

 

Throughout this hybrid career, Lyn continued contributions to critical reflection on new methods, as a writer
and a keynote speaker in a wide range of international conferences. She has life membership of the
International Sociological Association and its Methodology section. Her writing aims always to cut through
barriers to high quality qualitative research and to assist researchers and teachers in making the inevitable
shift to computing whilst maximizing the benefits for their research processes and outcomes.   On leaving
software development, she took an Adjunct Professorship at RMIT University where she is now Associate
Research Fellow of the Centre for Applied Social Research (CASR) and coordinates an active, informal and
splendidly supportive qualitative research network group.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Colleen Holden:

Typically the book Handling Qualitative Data: A Practical Guide will bring that you the new experience of
reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to study,
this book very suited to you. The book Handling Qualitative Data: A Practical Guide is much recommended
to you to read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Dee Alaniz:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in
e-book means, more simple and reachable. This specific Handling Qualitative Data: A Practical Guide can
give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have matter that they don't and make
anyone more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than additional make
you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have Handling Qualitative Data: A Practical Guide.

James Jones:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes looking at, not only science book but novel and Handling Qualitative Data: A Practical
Guide or maybe others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the great a book, you
feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as students especially.
Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other case, beside science reserve,



any other book likes Handling Qualitative Data: A Practical Guide to make your spare time far more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Clara Williams:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know that
little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by book. Numerous books
that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Handling Qualitative Data: A Practical Guide.
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