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Drazen Petrovic died young, the victim of a devastating car accident on a wet
German road in 1993. His influence on European and American basketball,
however, remains strong even today.

A Croatian national, Petrovic was a legend in his own country, turning
professional at fifteen and joining the Yugoslav national team as a teenager. His
flashy, provocative style made him beloved by fans and despised by his rivals.
He could have had a long and distinguished career in his homeland, but Petrovic
wanted more.

One of the first Europeans to break into the American National Basketball
Association, Petrovic battled against xenophobia and the long-held belief that
Europeans could not attain stardom in the world’s best league. After initial
difficulty in Portland, his contributions to the New Jersey Nets breathed life into
a dormant franchise and made him an NBA star.

As Yugoslav forces invaded Croatia, Petrovic’s success was a matter of pride,
comfort, and inspiration in his homeland—and a source of conflicted emotions
for the young man as his friends and family faced the dangers of war.

Written by basketball writer Todd Spehr, Drazen is a tribute to the determination
and spirit Petrovic brought to every aspect of his short, brilliant life.
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Drazen Petrovic died young, the victim of a devastating car accident on a wet German road in 1993. His
influence on European and American basketball, however, remains strong even today.

A Croatian national, Petrovic was a legend in his own country, turning professional at fifteen and joining the
Yugoslav national team as a teenager. His flashy, provocative style made him beloved by fans and despised
by his rivals. He could have had a long and distinguished career in his homeland, but Petrovic wanted more.

One of the first Europeans to break into the American National Basketball Association, Petrovic battled
against xenophobia and the long-held belief that Europeans could not attain stardom in the world’s best
league. After initial difficulty in Portland, his contributions to the New Jersey Nets breathed life into a
dormant franchise and made him an NBA star.

As Yugoslav forces invaded Croatia, Petrovic’s success was a matter of pride, comfort, and inspiration in his
homeland—and a source of conflicted emotions for the young man as his friends and family faced the
dangers of war.

Written by basketball writer Todd Spehr, Drazen is a tribute to the determination and spirit Petrovic brought
to every aspect of his short, brilliant life.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Much like Drazen Petrovic, Australian Todd Spehr left his homeland to pursue a basketball career in the
United States. After a successful collegiate playing career, by age twenty-five he was coaching at his alma
mater and covering professional basketball as a writer.

Spehr graduated from Central Christian College in Kansas in 2006. His writing appears in both international
and US basketball publications and prominent websites, including ESPN and SLAM. He currently resides in
Australia with his wife, Yolanda. Drazen is his first book.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Berneice Ritzman:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Drazen: The Remarkable Life and Legacy of the Mozart of
Basketball.

Dennis Taylor:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject Drazen: The
Remarkable Life and Legacy of the Mozart of Basketball suitable to you? Typically the book was written by
renowned writer in this era. The book untitled Drazen: The Remarkable Life and Legacy of the Mozart of
Basketballis the one of several books which everyone read now. That book was inspired many people in the
world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know just before.
The author explained their concept in the simple way, so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of
this guide. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Joy Hutchinson:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book Drazen: The Remarkable Life and Legacy of the Mozart of
Basketball was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Drazen: The Remarkable
Life and Legacy of the Mozart of Basketball has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until youngsters. For
example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So , not at all of



book are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book in your
case and try to like reading that.

Michael Major:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that
question was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
And you also know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must
know that reading is very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something
by book. Amount types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Drazen: The
Remarkable Life and Legacy of the Mozart of Basketball.
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