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This book is about the roots of one of the conflicts in what is now a strategically
important area of the world – the Caucasus. It provides detailed analysis of the
military, political and diplomatic struggle for Abkhazia and Sochi in 1918-1921
between Russia and Georgia (temporarily Sovietised in 1921-91) and examines
the major processes that fuelled the ethnic hatred in the region. This region is one
of those hot spots where polar ideologies and economic interests of major powers
collide, but which somehow gets neglected by politicians and the media, leaving
the small nations involved in the conflict at the mercy of their powerful and
ambitious neighbour – Russia. The recent Russian-sponsored ethnic cleansing in
Abkhazia is a grim reminder of how important it is to understand the volcanic
forces that may explode the region, with dire consequences for the whole world.
This work concentrates only on one little-known episode of regional history – the
dramatic events that took place in 1918-21 in Abkhazia and the Black Sea
Riviera (the Sochi district of the Black Sea province). It demonstrates that the
artificial "Abkhazian separatism" had been created and exploited by outside
forces (the Ottoman Empire, the Bolshevik Russia and the anti-Bolshevik
Russian “White movement”) that were interested in the acquisition of the
territory of Abkhazia in order to gain control over the whole South Caucasus. At
the same time, despite their mutual bitterness, both Red and White Russian
leaders demonstrated a striking unanimity on the question of the status of
Abkhazia and the Sochi district. Both Reds and Whites sought to prevent the
integration of the two disputed territories into Georgia. Both parties worked hard
with some elements of local population trying to exploit and develop their “anti-
Georgian” sentiments. The book draws parallels between the post-WorldWar I
imperialist ambitions of Russia (both communist and anticommunist) and the
modern hegemonism of the Kremlin. Indeed, history repeated itself again after
the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, when the South Caucasus once again
gained strategic importance. Today, it serves as a natural corridor, through which
Western countries can access the vital hydrocarbon resources of Central Asia,
bypassing Russia. That is why the leadership of the Russian Federation considers
it crucially important to restore its political control over the recently independent
states of the South Caucasus, or alternatively, to destabilize them to the extent
that the newly-opened land bridge between Europe and Asia would not function.
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That could explain why not only reactionary Russian top brass and secret
services, but also well-known “democratic” RF politicians, stood united against
Georgia and her territorial integrity. Those combined efforts resulted in the wars
and ethnic cleansings of 1992-93 and 2008, the occupation of Abkhazia and the
breach of Georgia’s territorial integrity. However, the current situation in
Abkhazia became possible not only due to the military superiority of the Russian
Federation, but to a large extent due to the fact that the history of Abkhazia and
her legal and cultural connections with the rest of Georgia remain unknown to
the decision-makers, as well as to the politically active public both in the West
and in Russia. The paucity of publicly available objective information on the
Abkhazian situation opens up great opportunities for ideologically-loaded and
sometimes even instigative interpretations of this sensitive issue. In view of the
above, this book also aims to provide a concise description and analysis of the
process of integration of Abkhazia, and, in part, of the Sochi district, into the
Georgian state in 1918-1921, listing the international treaties and inter-party
agreements that provide legal basis for the association of Abkhazia with Georgia.
The book contains 18 full-color maps and over 20 photographs and other
illustrations
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Dr. Andrew Andersen was born in Russia in 1959 and grew up in Siberia and Latvia. At the age of 15 he
became interested in the history of the Caucasus. Since then his research base has grown significantly, and he
has had the opportunity to travel extensively in that area and conduct field research. Andersen received his
Master’s degree from Moscow State University in 1980, where he later taught. In 1984 he obtained his Ph.D.
from Moscow State University. Andersen’s Ph.D. thesis analyzed the US role in the Vietnam War (1962-75)
and its mass media coverage. At the beginning of the Perestroyka, Andersen left the USSR and settled in
Germany, where he coordinated a number of Eastern European seminars, courses and projects organized by
Wirtschaftsakademie in Kiel (Schleswig-Holstein, Germany). In 1994, Andrew Andersen emigrated to
Canada. Between 1994 and 2003, Andrew Andersen taught at Simon Frazer University and the University of
Victoria while doing intensive research into the dynamics of the political situation and conflicts in the
Caucasus and other areas of Asia. In 2003 he became a research fellow at the Centre for Military and
Strategic Studies, University of Calgary (Canada). Andrew Andersen has written a number of books and
articles for national and international professional magazines on ethnic, territorial and ideological conflicts,
as well as on other international security-related issues, with emphasis on the South Caucasus.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Helen Palmer:

The book Abkhazia and Sochi: The Roots of the Conflict 1918-1921 can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book Abkhazia and
Sochi: The Roots of the Conflict 1918-1921? Several of you have a different opinion about publication. But
one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your
book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all
of these. Book Abkhazia and Sochi: The Roots of the Conflict 1918-1921 has simple shape nevertheless, you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by start and read a
reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Paul Otoole:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this Abkhazia and Sochi: The Roots
of the Conflict 1918-1921 book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the
data in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.



Eva Velasco:

Often the book Abkhazia and Sochi: The Roots of the Conflict 1918-1921 will bring you to definitely the
new experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. When you try to
find new book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book Abkhazia and Sochi: The Roots of the
Conflict 1918-1921 is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book through the official
web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Curtis Monahan:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but also novel and Abkhazia and Sochi: The Roots of the Conflict
1918-1921 or even others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly amazing
a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or students especially.
Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside science reserve, any other book
likes Abkhazia and Sochi: The Roots of the Conflict 1918-1921 to make your spare time far more colorful.
Many types of book like this one.
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