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This major study is a comprehensive scholarly work on a key moment in the
history of Europe, the fall of Constantinople to the Ottoman Turks in 1453. The
result of years of research, it presents all available sources along with critical
evaluations of these narratives. The authors have consulted texts in all relevant
languages, both those that remain only in manuscript and others that have been
printed, often in careless and inferior editions. Attention is also given to 'folk
history' as it evolved over centuries, producing prominent myths and folktales in
Greek, medieval Russian, Italian, and Turkish folklore. Part I, The Pen, addresses
the complex questions introduced by this myriad of original literature and
secondary sources.
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Editorial Review

Review
Classified as 'Research Essential' by Baker & Taylor YBP Library Services A Yankee Book Peddler US
Core Title for 2011 'This is a monster of a book. It must be the most detailed assessment of the fall of
Constantinople in 1453 that there has ever been. It subjects the scholarly literature devoted to the subject
over the last century-and-a-half to a searching scrutiny. It is the work of two authors, who between them
have a profound knowledge of the written sources, the bibliography, the topography and the material remains
relating to the fall of Constantinople.' Reviews in History '... this is an exceptional work of research that is a
great addition to the field. Summing Up: Recommended.' Choice '... it will be justifiably a central reference
point for anyone who has a serious interest in the fall and the historiographical tradition that followed it. The
work of Philippides and Hanak, here and elsewhere, is a necessary step toward future synthesis and narrative
of one of the most famous events ever.' Bryn Mawr Classical Review '... this large book is both very
necessary and extremely welcome... To sum up, this book is not a synthesis or narrative but a resource that
places the evidence in context and explores the problems that arise from it. There is nothing else available
that provides such detailed insights into the siege and as such it will be an invaluable work of reference for
many years to come.' English Historical Review 'Cet ouvrage accompagne son lecteur au plus pres des
evenements grace aux tres nombreuses citations de sources qu'il comporte, systematiquement traduites... La
bibliographie, quasi exhaustive, et les annexes sont aussi tres appreciables, en particulier la prosopographie
des defenseurs de Constantinople, outil qui n'existait pas jusqu'ici... [L]'etudiant comme le specialiste
trouveront dans ce volumineux ouvrage matiere a stimuler leur curiosite et a formuler de nouvelles questions
sur l'enchainement des evenements qui ont mene a la chute de la capitale byzantine. ['This book leads the
reader right close to the events thanks to numerous quotes from sources systematically translated... The
bibliography, almost exhaustive, and the annexes are also very significant, especially the prosopography of
the defenders of Constantinople, a tool that did not exist until now... The student as well as the specialist will
find in this voluminous work material to stimulate their curiosity and to formulate new questions about the
sequence of events that led to the fall of the Byzantine capital.']' Revue des etudes byzantines '...a truly
wonderful work and I for one am very grateful to the authors for putting all their vast knowledge onto paper
for us all to share.' Arquebusier

About the Author
Marios Philippides is Chair and Senior Professor of Classics, University of Massachusetts, Amherst, USA;
Walter K. Hanak is Professor of History, Emeritus, Shepherd University, Shepherdstown, West Virginia,
USA

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Mazzariello:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to be smart in
acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Siege and the Fall of Constantinople in
1453: Historiography, Topography, and Military Studies book because this book offers you rich information



and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you
know.

Rodney Bryant:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Siege and the Fall of
Constantinople in 1453: Historiography, Topography, and Military Studies, you can enjoy both. It is very
good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout
people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Richard Moyer:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you must do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several books in
the top listing in your reading list is usually The Siege and the Fall of Constantinople in 1453:
Historiography, Topography, and Military Studies. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines
can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking up and review this guide you can get many
advantages.

Lynne Silva:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also
know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something
by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this The
Siege and the Fall of Constantinople in 1453: Historiography, Topography, and Military Studies.
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