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Is the official collection of information on individuals inevitably leading to the
creation of a 'Big Brother State'? In this innovative interdisciplinary study,
Edward Higgs takes issue with writers such as Michel Foucault and Anthony
Giddens who argue that state information gathering can be seen in terms of an
expansion towards modernity, and as social control. Using ground-breaking
historical research, Higgs reveals that, since 1500, the English state has always
been an Information State although the nature of that state has changed markedly
over the last 500 years. In its modern form, the Information State is as much
about winning consent via the provision of benefits as repression in the interests
of elites.

The Information State in England
- draws upon a wide range of sociological theory and historical research, as well
as evidence gathered from archival sources
- challenges many assumptions about state formation and the role of information
- views the development of the state in terms of the changing balance between
decentralized and centralized forms of governance
provides a critique of sociological and postmodernist concepts of modernity.
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Editorial Review

Review
'In a short review it is hard to do justice to Higgs' arguments and to the range of issues he addresses, but this
is both a thoughtful and thought-provoking book. It should be read, and perhaps re-read by anyone with an
interest in information sources in this period.' - Chriss Galley, Local Population Studies
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From the Back Cover
Is the official collection of information on individuals inevitably leading to the creation of a 'Big Brother
State'? In this innovative interdisciplinary study, Edward Higgs takes issue with writers such as Michel
Foucault and Anthony Giddens who argue that state information gathering can be seen in terms of an
expansion towards modernity, and as social control. Using ground-breaking historical research, Higgs
reveals that, since 1500, the English state has always been an Information State although the nature of that
state has changed markedly over the last 500 years. In its modern form, the Information State is as much
about winning consent via the provision of benefits as repression in the interests of elites.

The Information State in England
- draws upon a wide range of sociological theory and historical research, as well as evidence gathered from
archival sources
- challenges many assumptions about state formation and the role of information
- views the development of the state in terms of the changing balance between decentralized and centralized
forms of governance
provides a critique of sociological and postmodernist concepts of modernity.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Sandifer:

The book untitled The Information State in England: The Central Collection of Information on Citizens since
1500 contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the girl idea with easy method. The
language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it.
The book was written by famous author. The author brings you in the new time of literary works. You can
actually read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the
book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open
their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice learn.



Jesus Loveless:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to your account is The Information State in England: The Central Collection of Information on
Citizens since 1500 this reserve consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This
particular book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use for
explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that
is why this book suitable all of you.

Randy Hunter:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several books in the top
checklist in your reading list is The Information State in England: The Central Collection of Information on
Citizens since 1500. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming
precious person. By looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Richard Mendoza:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
And you know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know
that reading is very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning
something by book. Many kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these
claims The Information State in England: The Central Collection of Information on Citizens since 1500.
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