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From legal battles to sit-ins to freedom rides to marches, activists in the United
States rose up against racial discrimination in the civil rights movement. While
many books have focused on the national campaign and prominent leaders such
as Dr. Martin Luther King and Malcolm X, this is the first book to examine the
civil rights movement in the state of Tennessee. Bobby L. Lovett proposes that
African Americans have always had a civil rights movement in Tennessee, even
during slavery. He identifies three phases of the movement in the state—1864 to
1880, 1881 to 1934, and 1935 to the present—and focuses on the last period.
Lovett explores early Jim Crow Tennessee, public school desegregation since
Brown v. Board of Education in 1954, sit-in and public desegregation activities,
politics and civil rights, and the desegregation of higher education. This well-
researched book draws on special collections from libraries across the state,
personal papers, manuscript collections, conversations, observations, books,
scholarly articles, and newspapers. Lovett covers the entire state, but
concentrates on the four major cities: Chattanooga, Knoxville, Memphis, and
Nashville. There are short descriptions of local interest to bring the movement
alive, as well as sketches of main players, federal judges, and more than three
dozen court cases that have affected race and civil rights in Tennessee. African
American and white leaders in the fight for equality in Tennessee are revealed,
and Lovett relates the movement with African Americans’ pursuit of inclusion in
society nationally. Tennesseans who engaged in the struggle included prominent
African American figures such as civil rights attorney Avon Williams of
Nashville and NAACP activist Maxine Smith of Memphis. This book fills a gap
in the historical record of the civil rights movement and is an important addition
to studies of the movement both in Tennessee and in the nation.
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From legal battles to sit-ins to freedom rides to marches, activists in the United States rose up against racial
discrimination in the civil rights movement. While many books have focused on the national campaign and
prominent leaders such as Dr. Martin Luther King and Malcolm X, this is the first book to examine the civil
rights movement in the state of Tennessee. Bobby L. Lovett proposes that African Americans have always
had a civil rights movement in Tennessee, even during slavery. He identifies three phases of the movement
in the state—1864 to 1880, 1881 to 1934, and 1935 to the present—and focuses on the last period. Lovett
explores early Jim Crow Tennessee, public school desegregation since Brown v. Board of Education in 1954,
sit-in and public desegregation activities, politics and civil rights, and the desegregation of higher education.
This well-researched book draws on special collections from libraries across the state, personal papers,
manuscript collections, conversations, observations, books, scholarly articles, and newspapers. Lovett covers
the entire state, but concentrates on the four major cities: Chattanooga, Knoxville, Memphis, and Nashville.
There are short descriptions of local interest to bring the movement alive, as well as sketches of main
players, federal judges, and more than three dozen court cases that have affected race and civil rights in
Tennessee. African American and white leaders in the fight for equality in Tennessee are revealed, and
Lovett relates the movement with African Americans’ pursuit of inclusion in society nationally. Tennesseans
who engaged in the struggle included prominent African American figures such as civil rights attorney Avon
Williams of Nashville and NAACP activist Maxine Smith of Memphis. This book fills a gap in the historical
record of the civil rights movement and is an important addition to studies of the movement both in
Tennessee and in the nation.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Bobby L. Lovett is a professor of history at Tennessee State University. He is the author of The African-
American History of Nashville, Tennessee, 1780–1930: Elites and Dilemmas and a contributor to The
Southern Elite and Social Change: Essays in Honor of Willard B. Gatewood, Jr.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Damon Smith:

The ability that you get from The Civil Rights Movement in Tennessee: A Narrative History is a more deep
you looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Civil Rights Movement in Tennessee: A Narrative History
giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in particular way that can be
understood through anyone who read the item because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This
particular book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand
then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having
this kind of The Civil Rights Movement in Tennessee: A Narrative History instantly.

Peggy Gillman:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Civil Rights Movement in Tennessee:
A Narrative History can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?

Lena Robertson:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and The Civil Rights Movement
in Tennessee: A Narrative History as well as others sources were given expertise for you. After you know
how the fantastic a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher
or even students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In additional case,
beside science publication, any other book likes The Civil Rights Movement in Tennessee: A Narrative
History to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.



Helen Price:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source in which filled update of news.
With this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking
for the The Civil Rights Movement in Tennessee: A Narrative History when you desired it?
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