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Slavery and Freedom in Savannah is a richly illustrated, accessibly written book
modeled on the very successful Slavery in New York, a volume Leslie M. Harris
coedited with Ira Berlin. Here Harris and Daina Ramey Berry have collected a
variety of perspectives on slavery, emancipation, and black life in Savannah from
the city’s founding to the early twentieth century. Written by leading historians
of Savannah, Georgia, and the South, the volume includes a mix of longer
thematic essays and shorter sidebars focusing on individual people, events, and
places.

The story of slavery in Savannah may seem to be an outlier, given how strongly
most people associate slavery with rural plantations. But as Harris, Berry, and the
other contributors point out, urban slavery was instrumental to the slave-based
economy of North America. Ports like Savannah served as both an entry point for
slaves and as a point of departure for goods produced by slave labor in the
hinterlands. Moreover, Savannah’s connection to slavery was not simply abstract.
The system of slavery as experienced by African Americans and enforced by
whites influenced the very shape of the city, including the building of its
infrastructure, the legal system created to support it, and the economic life of the
city and its rural surroundings. Slavery and Freedom in Savannah restores the
urban African American population and the urban context of slavery, Civil War,
and emancipation to its rightful place, and it deepens our understanding of the
economic, social, and political fabric of the U.S. South.

This project is made possible by a grant from the U.S. Institute of Museum and
Library Services. This volume is published in cooperation with Savannah’s
Telfair Museum and draws upon its expertise and collections, including Telfair’s
Owens-Thomas House. As part of their ongoing efforts to document the lives and
labors of the African Americans?enslaved and free?who built and worked at the
house, this volume also explores the Owens, Thomas, and Telfair families and
the ways in which their ownership of slaves was foundational to their wealth and
worldview.
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Slavery and Freedom in Savannah is a richly illustrated, accessibly written book modeled on the very
successful Slavery in New York, a volume Leslie M. Harris coedited with Ira Berlin. Here Harris and Daina
Ramey Berry have collected a variety of perspectives on slavery, emancipation, and black life in Savannah
from the city’s founding to the early twentieth century. Written by leading historians of Savannah, Georgia,
and the South, the volume includes a mix of longer thematic essays and shorter sidebars focusing on
individual people, events, and places.

The story of slavery in Savannah may seem to be an outlier, given how strongly most people associate
slavery with rural plantations. But as Harris, Berry, and the other contributors point out, urban slavery was
instrumental to the slave-based economy of North America. Ports like Savannah served as both an entry
point for slaves and as a point of departure for goods produced by slave labor in the hinterlands. Moreover,
Savannah’s connection to slavery was not simply abstract. The system of slavery as experienced by African
Americans and enforced by whites influenced the very shape of the city, including the building of its
infrastructure, the legal system created to support it, and the economic life of the city and its rural
surroundings. Slavery and Freedom in Savannah restores the urban African American population and the
urban context of slavery, Civil War, and emancipation to its rightful place, and it deepens our understanding
of the economic, social, and political fabric of the U.S. South.

This project is made possible by a grant from the U.S. Institute of Museum and Library Services. This
volume is published in cooperation with Savannah’s Telfair Museum and draws upon its expertise and
collections, including Telfair’s Owens-Thomas House. As part of their ongoing efforts to document the lives
and labors of the African Americans?enslaved and free?who built and worked at the house, this volume also
explores the Owens, Thomas, and Telfair families and the ways in which their ownership of slaves was
foundational to their wealth and worldview.
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Editorial Review

Review
Based on extensive and original research, as well as on a close understanding of the broader issues in the
history of slavery and race relations, this marvelous collection of essays adds enormously to our
understanding of the struggles and achievements of black Savannahians. An invaluable study, and one which
no student of the black populations of other southern towns and cities can afford to ignore. (Betty Wood
author of Slavery in Colonial America, 1619–1776)

Slavery and Freedom in Savannah provides a fascinating, multifaceted, documented look inside this storied
city during tumultuous times. With an emphasis on African American experience and relations across the
color line, each chapter opens an illuminating window into the always complex, often unexpected nature of
urban life in the South from the period of the slave trade through the early twentieth-century struggle for
black civil rights. (Tiya Miles author of The House on Diamond Hill: A Cherokee Plantation Story)

With a focus on black life in the context of elite and powerful families in Savannah . . . critical lessons are
learned about the harsh reality of the transatlantic slave trade and those who profited from, defended, and
advanced it, as well as those whose very bodies made it possible, are unmasked. This volume draws from
key and relevant sources on the Revolutionary era, the transatlantic slave trade, slavery, the Civil War,
emancipation, and Reconstruction. It is a good introductory text on the history of Savannah and the role of
rural and urban slavery in the making of the city. (Antoinette T. Jackson Journal of Southern History)

About the Author
LESLIE M. HARRIS is associate professor of history at Emory University in Atlanta. She is the author of In
the Shadow of Slavery: African Americans in New York City, 1626–1863 and coeditor of Slavery in New
York. DAINA RAMEY BERRY is associate professor of history and African and African Diaspora studies at
the University of Texas at Austin. She is the author of Swing the Sickle for the Harvest is Ripe: Gender and
Slavery in Antebellum Georgia and coeditor of Enslaved Women in America: An Encyclopedia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Margaret Williams:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to
a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This Slavery and Freedom in Savannah is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in
this era.

Logan Merritt:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline Slavery and
Freedom in Savannah suitable to you? The actual book was written by famous writer in this era. The book



untitled Slavery and Freedom in Savannahis the main one of several books that will everyone read now. This
kind of book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the
new dimensions that you ever know prior to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, and so all
of people can easily to be aware of the core of this guide. This book will give you a wide range of
information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Daniel Martin:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Slavery and Freedom in Savannah was colourful and of
course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Slavery and Freedom in Savannah has many kinds
or type. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read
and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any
it makes you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading
which.

Steven Young:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of
news. With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just trying to find the Slavery and Freedom in Savannah when you needed it?
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