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During the 1880s, a German-born, Boston-based picture publisher successfully
commissioned the most ambitious series of battle prints ever published. Louis
Prang, best known as the father of the Christmas card,hired noted military and
marine artists to create original scenes of combat, and then reproduced their
works in a wildly popular portfolio of chromolithographs. He called the set
Prang's War Pictures.They were offered to an eager public accompanied by
descriptive textsthat told the story of each engagement through eyewitness
recollection by the heroes of each action. The set proved both appealing and
influential, selling vigorously in various editions for a generation, and elevating
the stature of military illustration in America. For 20 years, Civil War prints for
the masses had featured uninspired, one-dimensional views of armies in hand-to-
hand combat.Prang and his artists demonstrated genuine skill and imaginative
perspective. They showed both real carnage and important technological
advances, revealing both the broad sweep of panoramic battlefields and the
intimate action of individual combatants.These famously sepia-toned chromos
went on to become familiar illustrations in books and magazines-often offered as
definitive examples of Civil War art. But until now, the complete set of 18
chromos has never been collected in a single volume. And the original
Descriptive Textsfirst offered Prang's customers as marketing brochures to boost
sales-a priceless historical archive in and of themselves-have never been
published since, anywhere.Holzer reunites pictures and texts in an authoritative,
milestone volume orchestrating prints and descriptions that resurrect Prang's
original conception of battle art for the masses for a new generation. The book
also features reproductions of the original works of art that inspired the prints,
created on commission by battle painter Thure de Thulstrup and naval specialist
Julian Oliver Davidson-now housed in art collections around the country-but
seldom seen since they were commissioned by Prang as models for his ambitious
chromolithographs. This long-needed complete Prang portfolio will undoubtedly
become an essential collectible for Civil War aficionados in the country, as well
as for libraries and university collections increasingly aware of the importance of
art and iconography in defining the Civil War experience and the impact of Civil
War memory.
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During the 1880s, a German-born, Boston-based picture publisher successfully commissioned the most
ambitious series of battle prints ever published. Louis Prang, best known as the father of the Christmas
card,hired noted military and marine artists to create original scenes of combat, and then reproduced their
works in a wildly popular portfolio of chromolithographs. He called the set Prang's War Pictures.They were
offered to an eager public accompanied by descriptive textsthat told the story of each engagement through
eyewitness recollection by the heroes of each action. The set proved both appealing and influential, selling
vigorously in various editions for a generation, and elevating the stature of military illustration in America.
For 20 years, Civil War prints for the masses had featured uninspired, one-dimensional views of armies in
hand-to-hand combat.Prang and his artists demonstrated genuine skill and imaginative perspective. They
showed both real carnage and important technological advances, revealing both the broad sweep of
panoramic battlefields and the intimate action of individual combatants.These famously sepia-toned chromos
went on to become familiar illustrations in books and magazines-often offered as definitive examples of
Civil War art. But until now, the complete set of 18 chromos has never been collected in a single volume.
And the original Descriptive Textsfirst offered Prang's customers as marketing brochures to boost sales-a
priceless historical archive in and of themselves-have never been published since, anywhere.Holzer reunites
pictures and texts in an authoritative, milestone volume orchestrating prints and descriptions that resurrect
Prang's original conception of battle art for the masses for a new generation. The book also features
reproductions of the original works of art that inspired the prints, created on commission by battle painter
Thure de Thulstrup and naval specialist Julian Oliver Davidson-now housed in art collections around the
country-but seldom seen since they were commissioned by Prang as models for his ambitious
chromolithographs. This long-needed complete Prang portfolio will undoubtedly become an essential
collectible for Civil War aficionados in the country, as well as for libraries and university collections
increasingly aware of the importance of art and iconography in defining the Civil War experience and the
impact of Civil War memory.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Prang's Civil War Pictures proves...that the editor is the foremost expert on the iconography of America's
Middle Period." -- Chief Justice Frank J. Williams, Chair, The Lincoln Forum

"This splendid volume should stand as the definitive treatment of Prang and his work." -- Gary W.
Gallagher, Professor of History at the University of Virginia and author of Lee and His Generals in War and
Memory

About the Author

Harold Holzer, Senior Vice President for External Affairs at The Metropolitan Museum of Art, is one of the
nation's leading authorities on Lincoln and the political culture of the Civil War era. He served as co-
chairman of the U.S. Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Commission and has written, co-written, or edited 35
books.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Fleeman:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want really feel happy read
one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the Prang's Civil War Pictures:
The Complete Battle Chromos of Louis Prang (The North's Civil War) is kind of reserve which is giving the
reader unpredictable experience.

Matthew Schwartz:

This book untitled Prang's Civil War Pictures: The Complete Battle Chromos of Louis Prang (The North's
Civil War) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide
you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail outlet or you can order it
through online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book,
because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to
past this book from your list.

Barbara Saddler:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their



family, or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your
no cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If
you want to try look for book, may be the reserve untitled Prang's Civil War Pictures: The Complete Battle
Chromos of Louis Prang (The North's Civil War) can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity
to you.

Frank Godwin:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen require book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. Through the book Prang's Civil War Pictures: The Complete Battle Chromos of Louis Prang (The
North's Civil War) we can consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get
creative person must choose to read a book. Simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't
possibly be doubt to change your life with this book Prang's Civil War Pictures: The Complete Battle
Chromos of Louis Prang (The North's Civil War). You can more pleasing than now.
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