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Lauded for its outstanding balance of accessibility and substance, Henry Nau s
Perspectives on International Relations lays a real foundation for further study in
IR while delivering the critical thinking skills students need to grasp the events
unfolding on the world stage. Adopters consistently report that the book s even-
handed application of three major viewpoints realism, liberalism, and
constructivism is a singularly effective and engaging tool for getting students to
understand how the seemingly abstract theories of IR make sense of global
events and issues.

While maintaining its brevity and focus, the second edition s revision features the
latest in world affairs, advancements in the scholarship, and refined pedagogical
features throughout.

New to this edition, in response to user reviews:

Expanded coverage of Marxism, feminism, soft power, and other perspectives●

throughout the book and also in Critical Theories sections in each chapter;
Expanded coverage of key issues in IR: terrorism, ethnic conflict, foreign●

policy, civil society, global governance, the democratic peace, environmental
issues, NGOs, and human security;
New Spotlight feature highlights the coverage of key ideas and concepts e.g.,●

alliances, balance of power, anarchy so that students digest this information
more readily;
A new, friendlier interior design, including more learning tools, such as a●

marginal glossary, maps, photos, tables, and figures.
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Editorial Review

Review
"In a crowded field, Henry Nau's textbook stands out in presenting theoretical material in a nuanced and
accessible manner while at the same time offering comprehensive coverage of the major issues in world
politics. The book succeeds brilliantly in distilling cutting-edge scholarship in a way that is readily accessible
to all undergraduates who are exposed to the study of international relations for the first time." --- Peter J.
Katzenstein, Cornell University

"Perspectives on International Relations provides a lucid, multidimensional introduction to the intriguing
ambiguities of world politics. It should help students not only to understand contemporary international
relations, but to develop their own interpretations to guide their future understanding of this rapidly changing
subject." --- Robert O. Keohane, Princeton University

"Henry Nau has produced an outstanding textbook. Its great virtue is that it neatly and smartly employs the
leading international relations theories to explain key historical events and to evaluate contemporary policy
debates. Students will learn much from this nicely crafted book." - --John J. Mearsheimer, University of
Chicago

"Perspectives on International Relations provides a lucid, multidimensional introduction to the intriguing
ambiguities of world politics. It should help students not only to understand contemporary international
relations, but to develop their own interpretations to guide their future understanding of this rapidly changing
subject." --- Robert O. Keohane, Princeton University

"Henry Nau has produced an outstanding textbook. Its great virtue is that it neatly and smartly employs the
leading international relations theories to explain key historical events and to evaluate contemporary policy
debates. Students will learn much from this nicely crafted book." --- John J. Mearsheimer, University of
Chicago

About the Author

Henry R. Nau has taught political science and served in government for more than thirty years. He is
currently Professor of Political Science and International Affairs in the Elliott School of International Affairs
at George Washington University, specializing in international relations and U.S. foreign policy.

From 1981 to 1983, he served on the National Security Council as senior director responsible for
international economic affairs. He also served, between 1975 and 1977, as Special Assistant to the Under
Secretary for Economic Affairs in the Department of State. In 1977 he received the State Department's
Superior Honor Award.

His books include At Home Abroad: Identity and Power in American Foreign Policy; Trade and Security:
U.S. Policies at Cross-Purposes; The Myth of America's Decline: Leading the World Economy into the
1990s; and National Politics and International Technology: Nuclear Reactor Developments in Western
Europe.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mark Ames:

The particular book Perspectives on International Relations: Power, Institutions, Ideas has a lot info on it. So
when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous author.
This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you can
obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Mindy Martinez:

The reason why? Because this Perspectives on International Relations: Power, Institutions, Ideas is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the
secret this inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way
makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning
completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it.
This excellent book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as help improving
your talent and your critical thinking method. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were you I will
go to the reserve store hurriedly.

James Mendoza:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled
Perspectives on International Relations: Power, Institutions, Ideas the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a guide then become one application form conclusion and explanation that will
maybe you never get just before. The Perspectives on International Relations: Power, Institutions, Ideas
giving you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful information for
your better life on this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and
mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try
this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Tony Jacobson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Perspectives on International Relations:
Power, Institutions, Ideas book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question Perspectives on International
Relations: Power, Institutions, Ideas as good book not simply by the cover but also by content. This is one
publication that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to
pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different
sixth sense.
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