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Iran's Revolutionary Guards are one of the most important forces in the Middle
East today. As the appointed defender of Iran's revolution, the Guards have
evolved into a pillar of the Islamic Republic and the spearhead of its influence.
Their sway has spread across the Middle East, where the Guards have overseen
loyalist support to Bashar al-Assad in Syria and been a staunch backer in Iraq's
war against ISIS-bringing its own troops, Lebanon's Hezbollah, and Shiite
militias to the fight. Links to terrorism, human rights abuses, and the suppression
of popular democracy have shrouded the Revolutionary Guards in controversy.

In spite of their prominence, the Guards remain poorly understood to outside
observers. In Vanguard of the Imam, Afshon Ostovar has written the first
comprehensive history of the organization. Situating the rise of the Guards in the
larger contexts of Shiite Islam, modern Iranian history, and international affairs,
Ostovar takes a multifaceted approach in demystifying the organization and
detailing its evolution since 1979. Politics, power, and religion collide in this
story, wherein the Revolutionary Guards transform from a rag-tag militia
established in the midst of revolutionary upheaval into a military and covert force
with a global reach.

The Guards have been fundamental to the success of the Islamic revolution. The
symbiotic relationship between them and Iran's clerical rulers underpins the
regime's nearly unshakeable system of power. The Guards have used their
privileged position at home to export Iran's revolution beyond its borders,
establishing client armies in their image and extending Iran's strategic footprint in
the process. Ostovar tenaciously documents the Guards' transformation into a
power-player and explores why the group matters now more than ever to regional
and global affairs. The book simultaneously serves as a history of modern Iran,
and provides a crucial and engrossing entryway into the complex world of war,
politics, and identity in the Middle East.
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Iran's Revolutionary Guards are one of the most important forces in the Middle East today. As the appointed
defender of Iran's revolution, the Guards have evolved into a pillar of the Islamic Republic and the spearhead
of its influence. Their sway has spread across the Middle East, where the Guards have overseen loyalist
support to Bashar al-Assad in Syria and been a staunch backer in Iraq's war against ISIS-bringing its own
troops, Lebanon's Hezbollah, and Shiite militias to the fight. Links to terrorism, human rights abuses, and the
suppression of popular democracy have shrouded the Revolutionary Guards in controversy.

In spite of their prominence, the Guards remain poorly understood to outside observers. In Vanguard of the
Imam, Afshon Ostovar has written the first comprehensive history of the organization. Situating the rise of
the Guards in the larger contexts of Shiite Islam, modern Iranian history, and international affairs, Ostovar
takes a multifaceted approach in demystifying the organization and detailing its evolution since 1979.
Politics, power, and religion collide in this story, wherein the Revolutionary Guards transform from a rag-tag
militia established in the midst of revolutionary upheaval into a military and covert force with a global reach.

The Guards have been fundamental to the success of the Islamic revolution. The symbiotic relationship
between them and Iran's clerical rulers underpins the regime's nearly unshakeable system of power. The
Guards have used their privileged position at home to export Iran's revolution beyond its borders,
establishing client armies in their image and extending Iran's strategic footprint in the process. Ostovar
tenaciously documents the Guards' transformation into a power-player and explores why the group matters
now more than ever to regional and global affairs. The book simultaneously serves as a history of modern
Iran, and provides a crucial and engrossing entryway into the complex world of war, politics, and identity in
the Middle East.
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Editorial Review

Review

"When at home or abroad, the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps is the tip of Iran's revolutionary spear.
Ostovar offers a detailed, nuanced, and definitive guide." 
--Daniel Byman, Senior Fellow, Center for Middle East Policy, Brookings Institution
"Ostovar's must-read book is the first study of the Iranian Revolutionary Guards that deals not only with their
military and security dimension but also with the social and cultural history of the organization. It is a
brilliant and unique achievement."
--Juan Cole, Director, Center for Middle Eastern and North African Studies, 
    University of Michigan
"This is a book that will appeal both to scholars and students of contemporary Iran, and journalists and
specialists, and to the literate wider public--an excellent book that deserves to be widely read and pondered."
--Michael Axworthy, author of Revolutionary Iran

About the Author

Afshon Ostovar is a Senior Analyst at the Center for Strategic Studies at CNA, and has joined the Naval
Postgraduate School as an Assistant Professor of National Security Affairs. He lives in the Washington, DC
area.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dwayne Moseley:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading. Yeah, by
reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is high. For you
who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular Vanguard of the Imam: Religion, Politics,
and Iran's Revolutionary Guards book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater
than just a book.

Maria Antoine:

This Vanguard of the Imam: Religion, Politics, and Iran's Revolutionary Guards is great e-book for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who else always deal with world and also
have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it info accurately using great organize word
or we can point out no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data
in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with
splendid delivering sentences. Having Vanguard of the Imam: Religion, Politics, and Iran's Revolutionary
Guards in your hand like finding the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that



no guide that offer you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So , this is good
reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Lisa Christopher:

You will get this Vanguard of the Imam: Religion, Politics, and Iran's Revolutionary Guards by visit the
bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get
difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by written or printed but
additionally can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking of your
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more
information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
are still update. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Jessica Palmer:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you know
that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your own
teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book. Different categories of
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Vanguard of the Imam: Religion, Politics,
and Iran's Revolutionary Guards.
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