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Lawyer, activist, teacher, writer: for over 40 years, Derrick Bell has provoked his
critics and challenged his readers with uncompromising candor and progressive
views on race and class in America. A founder of Critical Race Theory and
pioneer of the use of allegorical stories as tools of analysis, Bell's groundbreaking
work shatters conventional legal orthodoxies and turns comfortable majoritarian
myths inside out.

Edited and with an extensive introduction by leading critical race theorists
Richard Delgado and Jean Stefancic, The Derrick Bell Reader reflects the
tremendous breadth of issues that Bell has grappled with over his phenomenal
career, including affirmative action, black nationalism, legal education and
ethics. Together, the selections offer the most complete collection of Derrick
Bell's writing available today.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Derrick Bell’s impressive body of scholarship continues to inspire generations of readers by inviting them
into an extended conversation between him and a community of people who gave life to his vision and
generously shared their own wisdom in search of justice.”
-Lani Guinier and Gerald Torres,co-authors of The Miner's Canary

“Biting, intense, full of dramatic surprises and brilliant insights, Bell’s work is the antidote to all the feel-
good narratives of racial change.”
-Duncan Kennedy,author of Legal Education and the Reproduction of Hierarchy

“For those who agree, or disagree, with Bell's radical departure from accepted racial notions, The Derrick
Bell Reader offers plenty to dissect. The book could not have arrived at a better time.”
-Brian Gilmore,Howard University School of Law

“Finally, the essence of Derrick Bell as a scholar, teacher, and activist is captured in the Derrick Bell Reader.
Bell’s remarkable career, as a civil rights attorney, scholar on race and justice, and activist promoting the
rights of all citizens, is fully addressed. It is a great read.”
-Charles J. Ogletree, Jr.,author of All Deliberate Speed

“A growing number of scholars have helped us understand the law’s impact on both the major events and the
minutia of our daily lives. It's safe to say, however, that few do so with the provocative verve and vigor of
Derrick Bell. This volume is a must read for long-time followers of Derrick Bell’s work as well as casual
readers looking for material that is both intellectually stimulating and entertaining.”
-Henry Louis Gates, Jr.,co-author of The Future of the Race

About the Author

Richard Delgado is the John J. Sparkman Chair of Law at the University of Alabama and has collaborated
on four previous books, including The Latino Condition, 2nd edition (NYU Press, 2010), The Derrick Bell
Reader (NYU Press, 2005), How Lawyers Lose Their Way: A Profession Fails Its Creative Minds, and
Understanding Words That Wound.



Jean Stefancic is Professor and Clement Research Affiliate at the University of Alabama and is the author of
many articles and books on civil rights, law reform, social change, including No Mercy: How Conservative
Think Tanks and Foundations Changed America’s Social Agenda.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Brecht:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't
have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question due to the
fact just their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on guardería until university need this kind of The Derrick Bell Reader (Critical America)
to read.

James Pierce:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to make
all of them keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to you is you
don't know what type you should start with. This The Derrick Bell Reader (Critical America) is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in
this era.

Linda Carroll:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking The Derrick Bell Reader
(Critical America) that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world considerably better
then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading practice only
for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who
want to start examining as your good habit, you may pick The Derrick Bell Reader (Critical America)
become your current starter.

Eleanor Sotomayor:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book
everywhere? It ok you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The
Derrick Bell Reader (Critical America) which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's



observe.
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