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The Dutch East India Company was a unique, hybrid organization acting as both
company and state, aggressively intervening in Asian political matters in which it
had no place. This study focuses on the company's clashes with Tokugawa Japan
in the seventeenth century, particularly in the areas of diplomacy, sovereignty,
and violence. In each encounter, the Dutch were forced to abandon claims to
sovereign powers and refashion themselves -- from subjects of a fictive king to
loyal vassals of the shogun, from aggressive pirates to meek merchants, and from
insistent defenders of colonial rule to legal subjects of the Tokugawa state. The
first book to treat the Dutch East India Company as more than a commercial
enterprise, this text offers unprecedented perspective on one of the most
important, long-lasting unions between an Asian state and a European overseas
enterprise and the surprisingly limited influence of Europeans operating in early-
modern Asia.
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The Dutch East India Company was a unique, hybrid organization acting as both company and state,
aggressively intervening in Asian political matters in which it had no place. This study focuses on the
company's clashes with Tokugawa Japan in the seventeenth century, particularly in the areas of diplomacy,
sovereignty, and violence. In each encounter, the Dutch were forced to abandon claims to sovereign powers
and refashion themselves -- from subjects of a fictive king to loyal vassals of the shogun, from aggressive
pirates to meek merchants, and from insistent defenders of colonial rule to legal subjects of the Tokugawa
state. The first book to treat the Dutch East India Company as more than a commercial enterprise, this text
offers unprecedented perspective on one of the most important, long-lasting unions between an Asian state
and a European overseas enterprise and the surprisingly limited influence of Europeans operating in early-
modern Asia.
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Editorial Review

Review
Clulow provides a superb study of the establishment of the relationship between the Dutch East India
Company and the Tokugawa shogunate in the 17th and early 18th centuries... Well-researched and well-
written... Highly recommended. (CHOICE)

Not only a thoroughly researched political and economic history, but... a fascinating maritime adventure as
well... Highly recommended. (Northern Mariner)

Well-researched and tightly argued study.... Clulow's book makes a most valuable and welcome contribution
to a fresh understanding of the history of the VOC and the European presence in Early Modern Asia.
(Michael Facius H-Soz-u-Kult)

This carefully documented analysis of difficult primary sources is unquestionably a contribution to the field
and an important resource for better understanding early modern Japan, its foreign relationships, and the
formative years of the joint-stock companies in Asia. (American Historical Review)

Clulow's book makes a most valuable and welcome contribution to a fresh understanding of the history of
the VOC and the European presence in Early Modern Asia, as well as to the ongoing debate about the
characteristics of the global "early modern." (Rezensiert fur geschichte.transnational)

An engaging, tightly knit, and timely study of the origins of the Dutch East India Company's experience in
Tokugawa Japan. (Journal of Japanese Studies)

Both a gold mine for scholars... and a great model for students who take classes on transnational
communication.... An inspiring study. (H-War)

A provocative achievement in scholarship and one strongly recommended for devoted instructors of world
history. (Education About Asia)

Clulow offers an excellent analysis of how the VOC adapted itself... The Company and the Shogun is a
welcome contribution to the field of international relations in pre modern East Asia. (Nam-lin Hur Japan
Review)

A fascinating reassessment of previously held assumptions about international relations in 17th-century
Japan. (The Japan Times)

Original, well written, and provocative in the best sense of the word... The Company and the Shogun is a
seminal work, one that offers a bold new vision of the intersection of Japanese and global history in the
seventeenth century. (Monumenta Nipponica)

Well-written, clearly argued, solidly based on Japanese and Dutch sources...a valuable reminder of the
limited influence of European colonial powers in the early modern world. (Sixteenth Century Journal)

A focused and well-researched book.... It is a welcome addition to literature. (Business History Review)



This engrossing monograph offers a succinct and original interpretation of the early encounter between the
fledging Dutch East India Company (VOC) and the Tokugawa Shogunate. (Economic History Review)

Commendable and highly engaging. (History: Review of New Books)

A superb analysis of the VOC's changing relationship with Japan's political and mercantile elites. (Low
Countries Historical Review)

A most valuable contribution to Japanese political history. (The International Journal of Maritime History)

About the Author
Adam Clulow teaches East Asian history at Monash University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mildred Wright:

Here thing why this specific The Company and the Shogun: The Dutch Encounter with Tokugawa Japan
(Columbia Studies in International and Global History) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all
studying a book is good but it really depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delightful
as food or not. The Company and the Shogun: The Dutch Encounter with Tokugawa Japan (Columbia
Studies in International and Global History) giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find
any guide out there but there is no book that similar with The Company and the Shogun: The Dutch
Encounter with Tokugawa Japan (Columbia Studies in International and Global History). It gives you thrill
looking at journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is maybe can
be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your
method home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of
The Company and the Shogun: The Dutch Encounter with Tokugawa Japan (Columbia Studies in
International and Global History) in e-book can be your choice.

Jamie Arellano:

The e-book untitled The Company and the Shogun: The Dutch Encounter with Tokugawa Japan (Columbia
Studies in International and Global History) is the e-book that recommended to you to study. You can see the
quality of the book content that will be shown to you. The language that writer use to explained their ideas
are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of research when write the book, therefore the
information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The
Company and the Shogun: The Dutch Encounter with Tokugawa Japan (Columbia Studies in International
and Global History) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Jennifer Garrison:

The Company and the Shogun: The Dutch Encounter with Tokugawa Japan (Columbia Studies in
International and Global History) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. All of us recommend
that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in



vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The copy writer giving
his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing The Company and the Shogun: The Dutch
Encounter with Tokugawa Japan (Columbia Studies in International and Global History) however doesn't
forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource information that
maybe you can be one among it. This great information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial
considering.

Louis Chavez:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Company and the Shogun: The Dutch
Encounter with Tokugawa Japan (Columbia Studies in International and Global History) e-book written by
well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who
also read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for
eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation The Company and the Shogun: The Dutch Encounter
with Tokugawa Japan (Columbia Studies in International and Global History) as good book not merely by
the cover but also through the content. This is one book that can break don't ascertain book by its deal with,
so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense
already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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