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From the acclaimed author of Rip It Up and Start Again and Retromania—“the
foremost popular music critic of this era (Times Literary Supplement)—comes
the definitive cultural history of glam and glitter rock, celebrating its outlandish
fashion and outrageous stars, including David Bowie and Alice Cooper, and
tracking its vibrant legacy in contemporary pop.

Spearheaded by David Bowie, Alice Cooper, T. Rex, and Roxy Music, glam rock
reveled in artifice and spectacle. Reacting against the hairy, denim-clad rock
bands of the late Sixties, glam was the first true teenage rampage of the new
decade. In Shock and Awe, Simon Reynolds takes you on a wild cultural tour
through the early Seventies, a period packed with glitzy costumes and alien
make-up, thrilling music and larger-than-life personas.

Shock and Awe offers a fresh, in-depth look at the glam and glitter phenomenon,
placing it the wider Seventies context of social upheaval and political disillusion.
It explores how artists like Lou Reed, New York Dolls, and Queen broke with the
hippie generation, celebrating illusion and artifice over truth and authenticity.
Probing the genre’s major themes—stardom, androgyny, image, decadence,
fandom, apocalypse—Reynolds tracks glam’s legacy as it unfolded in subsequent
decades, from Eighties art-pop icons like Kate Bush through to twenty-first
century idols of outrage such as Lady Gaga. Shock and Awe shows how the
original glam artists’ obsessions with fame, extreme fashion, and theatrical
excess continue to reverberate through contemporary pop culture.
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From the acclaimed author of Rip It Up and Start Again and Retromania—“the foremost popular music critic
of this era (Times Literary Supplement)—comes the definitive cultural history of glam and glitter rock,
celebrating its outlandish fashion and outrageous stars, including David Bowie and Alice Cooper, and
tracking its vibrant legacy in contemporary pop.

Spearheaded by David Bowie, Alice Cooper, T. Rex, and Roxy Music, glam rock reveled in artifice and
spectacle. Reacting against the hairy, denim-clad rock bands of the late Sixties, glam was the first true
teenage rampage of the new decade. In Shock and Awe, Simon Reynolds takes you on a wild cultural tour
through the early Seventies, a period packed with glitzy costumes and alien make-up, thrilling music and
larger-than-life personas.

Shock and Awe offers a fresh, in-depth look at the glam and glitter phenomenon, placing it the wider
Seventies context of social upheaval and political disillusion. It explores how artists like Lou Reed, New
York Dolls, and Queen broke with the hippie generation, celebrating illusion and artifice over truth and
authenticity. Probing the genre’s major themes—stardom, androgyny, image, decadence, fandom,
apocalypse—Reynolds tracks glam’s legacy as it unfolded in subsequent decades, from Eighties art-pop
icons like Kate Bush through to twenty-first century idols of outrage such as Lady Gaga. Shock and Awe
shows how the original glam artists’ obsessions with fame, extreme fashion, and theatrical excess continue to
reverberate through contemporary pop culture.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

The Glitter. The THEATRICS. The EXCESS. The Music.

The true story of the gender-bending artists who changed rock and roll.

Simon Reynolds has been hailed as “the foremost popular music critic of this era” (Times Literary
Supplement [UK]), “unassailable” (New York Times), and “the most provocative pop music writer of his
generation” (Boston Globe). Now, the acclaimed author of Rip It Up and Start Again and Retromania
delivers the definitive cultural history of glam and glitter rock, celebrating its outlandish fashion and
outrageous stars and tracking its vibrant legacy in contemporary pop.

Reacting against the drab, denim-clad long-hair bands of the hippie era, glam rock was the first true teenage
rampage of the Seventies. Pioneered by David Bowie, Alice Cooper, T. Rex, New York Dolls and Roxy
Music, this new look and sound reveled in artifice and spectacle over earnestness and authenticity. In Shock
and Awe, Simon Reynolds takes you on a deeply researched and wildly entertaining cultural tour through the
glam explosion—a period defined by glitzy costumes and alien makeup, thrilling music, and larger-than-life
personas.

Shock and Awe offers a fresh look at the glam phenomenon, placing it the context of the era’s social
upheaval and political disillusion. Probing the genre’s major themes—fame, androgyny, decadence,
apocalypse—Reynolds traces glam’s influence as it reverberates across subsequent decades, from art-pop
aesthetes like Kate Bush, Prince and Morrissey in the Eighties to contemporary pop icons such as Lady
Gaga, Nicki Minaj and Beyoncé. Shock and Awe reveals how the original glam artists’ obsessions and
provocations continue to ripple through our culture today.

About the Author
Simon Reynolds started his journalistic career in 1986 as a staff writer for the British weekly music paper
Melody Maker. His writing has appeared in the New York Times, Spin, Village Voice, Rolling Stone,
Artforum, The Wire, The Guardian, Slate, Frieze and the Los Angeles Times. He is the author of four books
and five collections of essays and interviews. His books have been translated into ten languages.  Born in
London, he now lives in Los Angeles with his wife and children.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bobby Griffin:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Shock and Awe: Glam Rock and Its Legacy, from the
Seventies to the Twenty-first Century. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that
we know about how is important some sort of book Shock and Awe: Glam Rock and Its Legacy, from the
Seventies to the Twenty-first Century. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by
just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can realize everything! From your country until



finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you may
know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You
need to use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's study.

Brenda Seddon:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Shock and Awe: Glam Rock and Its Legacy,
from the Seventies to the Twenty-first Century, you may enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you
still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Grant Rickard:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics,
as well as soon. The Shock and Awe: Glam Rock and Its Legacy, from the Seventies to the Twenty-first
Century will give you new experience in looking at a book.

April Hanson:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This publication Shock and Awe: Glam Rock and Its Legacy, from the Seventies to
the Twenty-first Century was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge
about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has different feel when they reading the book. If
you know how big benefit from a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like
now, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Download and Read Online Shock and Awe: Glam Rock and Its
Legacy, from the Seventies to the Twenty-first Century By Simon
Reynolds #DKL2AUIQJZ9



Read Shock and Awe: Glam Rock and Its Legacy, from the
Seventies to the Twenty-first Century By Simon Reynolds for online
ebook

Shock and Awe: Glam Rock and Its Legacy, from the Seventies to the Twenty-first Century By Simon
Reynolds Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books,
online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library,
greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read Shock and Awe: Glam Rock and Its Legacy,
from the Seventies to the Twenty-first Century By Simon Reynolds books to read online.

Online Shock and Awe: Glam Rock and Its Legacy, from the Seventies to the Twenty-
first Century By Simon Reynolds ebook PDF download

Shock and Awe: Glam Rock and Its Legacy, from the Seventies to the Twenty-first Century By Simon
Reynolds Doc

Shock and Awe: Glam Rock and Its Legacy, from the Seventies to the Twenty-first Century By Simon Reynolds
Mobipocket

Shock and Awe: Glam Rock and Its Legacy, from the Seventies to the Twenty-first Century By Simon Reynolds EPub

DKL2AUIQJZ9: Shock and Awe: Glam Rock and Its Legacy, from the Seventies to the Twenty-first Century By Simon
Reynolds


