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Child characters are surprisingly common in horror, fantasy, and science fiction
literature and films. Children represent innocence and virtue and symbolize the
classic question of fantastic literature: What is the future of the human race, and
how will science and society improve or impair that future? This collection of
essays explores the roles of children in the literature and film of the fantastic. The
works vary in critical approach from textual analyses to psychological, historical,
and gender- and ethnicity-based interpretations and draw their subject matter
from contemporary and classic literary and film pieces.

"The Triumph of Teen Prop: Terminator II and the End of History" is a playful
discussion of teen propaganda movies and social issues. "E.T. as Fairy Tale"
examines how Stephen Spielberg's combination of science fiction, fantasy, and
fairy tale elements blends logic and childhood magic. Howard M. Lenhoff
connects mythical creatures with biology in "A Real-World Source for the 'Little
People': A Comparison of Fairies to Individuals with Williams Syndrome." The
literary selection ranges from Alida Allison's study of childhood in Isaac
Bashevis Singer's writings to Bud Foote's interpretation of childhood roles in the
characters of selected Stephen King works. Other essays consider Henry James's
The Turn of the Screw, Anne Rice's The Witching Hour, and the childhood
classic Peter Pan.
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Child characters are surprisingly common in horror, fantasy, and science fiction literature and films. Children
represent innocence and virtue and symbolize the classic question of fantastic literature: What is the future of
the human race, and how will science and society improve or impair that future? This collection of essays
explores the roles of children in the literature and film of the fantastic. The works vary in critical approach
from textual analyses to psychological, historical, and gender- and ethnicity-based interpretations and draw
their subject matter from contemporary and classic literary and film pieces.

"The Triumph of Teen Prop: Terminator II and the End of History" is a playful discussion of teen
propaganda movies and social issues. "E.T. as Fairy Tale" examines how Stephen Spielberg's combination of
science fiction, fantasy, and fairy tale elements blends logic and childhood magic. Howard M. Lenhoff
connects mythical creatures with biology in "A Real-World Source for the 'Little People': A Comparison of
Fairies to Individuals with Williams Syndrome." The literary selection ranges from Alida Allison's study of
childhood in Isaac Bashevis Singer's writings to Bud Foote's interpretation of childhood roles in the
characters of selected Stephen King works. Other essays consider Henry James's The Turn of the Screw,
Anne Rice's The Witching Hour, and the childhood classic Peter Pan.
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Editorial Review

Review

Quickly and astutely . . this book makes its case that 'children' transcend a simple classification as a subaltern
group of culture and society, placing them more in the context of a 'genesis' site for mankind's wonder, fear
and imagination. Nursery Realms is clearly a thoughtful and deliberate exploration of an important theme,
and as such is definitely a must for any scholar interested in expanding the conversation of cultural
understanding of mankind's place in the universe and, more importantly, in relationship between man and
himself.

(John W. Wright Louisiana State University)

About the Author
Gary Westfahl teaches at the University of California, Riverside. George Slusser is a professor of
comparative literature and director of the Eaton Program for Science Fiction and Fantasy Studies at the
University of California, Riverside.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Leonard Dail:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare
time to take a move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called
Nursery Realms: Children in the Worlds of Science Fiction, Fantasy, and Horror (Proceedings of the J. Lloyd
Eaton Conference on Science Fiction and Fantasy Literature Ser.)? Maybe it is being best activity for you.
You already know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than
before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Andrew Fox:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a
number of ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person
more imaginative. When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Nursery Realms: Children in the Worlds of Science Fiction, Fantasy, and Horror (Proceedings of the J. Lloyd
Eaton Conference on Science Fiction and Fantasy Literature Ser.), it is possible to tells your family, friends
along with soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.



Josephine Lowe:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Nursery Realms:
Children in the Worlds of Science Fiction, Fantasy, and Horror (Proceedings of the J. Lloyd Eaton
Conference on Science Fiction and Fantasy Literature Ser.) that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to
know world far better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading
addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every
you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you are able to pick Nursery Realms: Children in
the Worlds of Science Fiction, Fantasy, and Horror (Proceedings of the J. Lloyd Eaton Conference on
Science Fiction and Fantasy Literature Ser.) become your current starter.

Adele Rowan:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This particular Nursery Realms: Children in the Worlds of Science
Fiction, Fantasy, and Horror (Proceedings of the J. Lloyd Eaton Conference on Science Fiction and Fantasy
Literature Ser.) can give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at this one book you have matter
that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for
you to get success. This publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing
more than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have Nursery Realms:
Children in the Worlds of Science Fiction, Fantasy, and Horror (Proceedings of the J. Lloyd Eaton
Conference on Science Fiction and Fantasy Literature Ser.).
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