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The popular image of the Viking as a horn-helmeted berserker plying the ocean
in a dragon-headed long boat is firmly fixed in history. Imagining Viking
"conquerors" as much more numerous, technologically superior, and somehow
inherently more warlike than their neighbors has overshadowed the cooperation
and cultural exchange which characterized much of the Viking Age. In actuality,
the Norse explorers and traders were players in a complex exchange of
technology, customs, and religious beliefs between the ancient pre-Christian
societies of northern Europe and the Christian-dominated nations surrounding the
Mediterranean.

DuBois examines Anglo-Saxon, Celtic, and Mediterranean traditions to locate
significant Nordic parallels in conceptions of supernatural beings, cults of the
dead, beliefs in ghosts, and magical practices. These beliefs were actively held
alongside Christianity for many years, and were finally incorporated into the
vernacular religious practice. The Icelandic sagas reflect this complex process in
their inclusion of both Christian and pagan details.

This work differs from previous examinations in its inclusion of the Christian
thirteenth century as part of the evolution of Nordic religions from localized
pagan cults to adherents of a larger Roman faith.

Thomas DuBois unravels for the first time the history of the Nordic religions in
the Viking Age and shows how these ancient beliefs and their oral traditions
incorporated both a myriad of local beliefs and aspects of foreign religions, most
notably Christianity.
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The popular image of the Viking as a horn-helmeted berserker plying the ocean in a dragon-headed long boat
is firmly fixed in history. Imagining Viking "conquerors" as much more numerous, technologically superior,
and somehow inherently more warlike than their neighbors has overshadowed the cooperation and cultural
exchange which characterized much of the Viking Age. In actuality, the Norse explorers and traders were
players in a complex exchange of technology, customs, and religious beliefs between the ancient pre-
Christian societies of northern Europe and the Christian-dominated nations surrounding the Mediterranean.

DuBois examines Anglo-Saxon, Celtic, and Mediterranean traditions to locate significant Nordic parallels in
conceptions of supernatural beings, cults of the dead, beliefs in ghosts, and magical practices. These beliefs
were actively held alongside Christianity for many years, and were finally incorporated into the vernacular
religious practice. The Icelandic sagas reflect this complex process in their inclusion of both Christian and
pagan details.

This work differs from previous examinations in its inclusion of the Christian thirteenth century as part of the
evolution of Nordic religions from localized pagan cults to adherents of a larger Roman faith.

Thomas DuBois unravels for the first time the history of the Nordic religions in the Viking Age and shows
how these ancient beliefs and their oral traditions incorporated both a myriad of local beliefs and aspects of
foreign religions, most notably Christianity.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This is a sophisticated, well-written, and convincing reconception of the nature of religious change in the
early medieval world."—Journal of Ecclesiastical History

"A seminal study of Nordic religions that future scholars will not be able to avoid."—Church History

About the Author
Thomas A. DuBois is Associate Professor in the Department of Scandinavian Studies and Comparative
Literature at the University of Wisconsin. He is the author of Finnish Folk Poetry and the Kalevala.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gerardo Whittaker:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that book has different
type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like looking
at a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you will need this Nordic Religions in the Viking Age (The Middle Ages Series).

Rita Merritt:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Nordic Religions in the Viking Age (The Middle
Ages Series) as the daily resource information.

Allen Barnett:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work the



following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer can be Nordic Religions in the Viking Age (The Middle Ages Series) why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The
inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to
pick up this book.

Tammy Paradis:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What
you have to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books.
One of the books in the top listing in your reading list is usually Nordic Religions in the Viking Age (The
Middle Ages Series). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting
precious person. By looking upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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