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Madness Triumphant: A Reading of Lucan’s Pharsalia offers the most detailed
and comprehensive analysis of Lucan’s epic poem of the civil war between
Caesar and Pompey to have appeared in English. In the manner of his previous
books on Virgil and Ovid, Professor Fratantuono considers the Pharsalia as an
epic investigation of the nature of fury and madness in Rome, this time during
the increasing insanity of Nero’s reign. The volume proceeds chapter by chapter,
book by book through Lucan’s poem, as it unfolds the thesis that the poet Lucan
crafted an epic response to both Virgil and Ovid, the closing movement in a three
act tragedy of madness. In response to the Aeneid, Lucan raises the idea that the
final ethnographic settlement of Trojans and Italians may not have been for the
best, while in response to the Metamorphoses, he explores the idea that the
immortality achieved by the poet may not, after all, prove to be a blessing. An
introduction and bibliography provide additional direction for the study of this
greatest surviving work of literature from the so-called Silver Age of Neronian
literature, while the individual chapters offer in-depth bibliographical citations
and extensive annotation as a guide to further study of the poem. Lucan’s poem
is revealed to be the consummate hymn to fury, as the poet offers a return to the
opening of Homer’s Iliad and the wrath of Achilles, which is now viewed as part
of an unending cycle of madness that will end only in the flames of a global
conflagration that will consume all things. The pervasive intertext of Lucan’s
epic poem with his predecessor Manilius’ Astronomica is also investigated, as the
nature of Lucan’s response to both Stoic and Epicurean antecedents is explored.
Manilius’ stars are virtually sprinkled through the Pharsalia, as the heavens offer
a celestial canvas for the poet of fury to illustrate the beautiful lies that may
ultimately be shown to conceal even more seductive truths.
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Editorial Review

Review
Though immensely popular in late Antiquity, the Middle Ages, and the Renaissance, Lucan’s Pharsalia has
languished in semi-obscurity for centuries. With the availability of Fratantuono’s excellent commentary, this
grand Silver Age epic, with its stories of witches, ghosts, a headless Pompey, wild animals feasting on fallen
soldiers, and a Rome poised to lose its cherished libertas, stands a good chance of making a long overdue
comeback. It is the third in a series of commentaries Fratantuono has written in the last five years, and it may
well be his best, which is saying a lot, since his earlier commentaries on the Aeneid and Ovid’s
Metamorphoses get more use than most other books in my personal Latin library. Lucan’s intent in the
Pharsalia was clearly to fashion an epic that would elicit comparanda with the works of his predecessors,
and Fratantuono is the perfect guide to help us understand these many points of comparison. As in his books
on Vergil and Ovid, Fratantuono shows an amazingly comprehensive knowledge of his poem and comes up
with insights that are born of many years of a productive engagement with it. Madness Triumphant is surely
a victrix causa for both the young Neronian poet and his 21st century interpreter.
 (Blaise Nagy, College of the Holy Cross)

Fratantuono gives a masterful reading of Lucan through close textual analysis. With great sensitivity to the
poetics of tradition he leads the reader step by step through the minefields of Lucan’s poetry, uncovering a
whole (and dark) philosophy of Roman imperial government. To experienced and non-experienced readers
of Lucan alike this book is an interpretive gift; an erudite but friendly companion on the perilous journey
Lucan enjoins. (Holly Haynes, The College of New Jersey)

Every turn of the page of Madness Triumphant fills the reader with anticipation and delight as Lee
Fratantuono masterfully demystifies Lucan’s enigmatic allusions to his poetic predecessors and illuminates
the Pharsalia’s haunting yet beautifully dark vision of Rome. (Caroline Stark, Temple University)

About the Author
Lee Fratantuono is associate professor of Classics and William Francis Whitlock Professor of Latin at Ohio
Wesleyan University, where he also serves as advisor to the Delta Upsilon chapter of the Delta Delta Delta
sorority and the college equestrians. He is the author of (inter alia) Madness Unchained: A Reading of
Virgil’s Aeneid (Lexington Books, 2007), Madness Transformed: A Reading of Ovid’s Metamorphoses
(Lexington Books, 2011).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bethany Christiansen:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading whatever
they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't like examining
a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well, probably
you'll have this Madness Triumphant: A Reading of Lucan's Pharsalia.



Marie Avis:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Madness Triumphant: A Reading of Lucan's Pharsalia book is readable
through you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable
reading through experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The
writer associated with Madness Triumphant: A Reading of Lucan's Pharsalia content conveys the thought
easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just
different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking Madness Triumphant: A Reading of Lucan's Pharsalia is
not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Richard Haley:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get lots
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the
book you have read is definitely Madness Triumphant: A Reading of Lucan's Pharsalia.

Rosalind Bowlin:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred
to as of book Madness Triumphant: A Reading of Lucan's Pharsalia. You can contribute your knowledge by
it. Without making the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It
is most critical that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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