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Avoiding the easy definitions and caricatures that tend to celebrate or condemn
the "hip hop generation," Hip Hop Matters focuses on fierce and far-reaching
battles being waged in politics, pop culture, and academe to assert control over
the movement. At stake, Watkins argues, is the impact hip hop has on the lives of
the young people who live and breathe the culture. He presents incisive analysis
of the corporate takeover of hip hop and the rampant misogyny that undermines
the movement's progressive claims. Ultimately, we see how hip hop struggles
reverberate in the larger world: global media consolidation; racial and
demographic flux; generational cleavages; the reinvention of the pop music
industry; and the ongoing struggle to enrich the lives of ordinary youth.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Beneath the glitz and glut of mainstream hip-hop, there's an underground movement of "conscious rap,"
political angst and an anticapitalist ethos that would make even Bill Gates throw his hands in the air. That
conscious rap is what Watkins, an associate professor at the University of Texas at Austin, champions in this
solid book. It's an ambitious attempt to cover a culture that began in the late '70s and is now an almost
universal influence on global youth. Watkins wisely chooses to focus on what has not been said—like that it
was a 43-year-old woman who produced hip-hop's first hit, "Rapper's Delight," or that hip-hop lit is one of
the fastest-growing markets in book publishing. He tells his version of hip-hop's history in lyrical prose,
often mirroring the rhythms and wordplay of the music he's discussing. He doesn't assert an overt thesis, but
it's clear he believes that the more conscious, political hip-hop (think Common instead of Fifty Cent) is what
has the potential to revolutionize youth, and by extension, America. This is undoubtedly a book for fans, but
it is also an intriguing look at how hip-hop has become part of a universal cultural conversation. (Aug.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Watkins considers hip-hop a "vital source of creativity and industry for youth," one that has developed a
"reputation as a spectacular cultural movement committed to defying the cultural and political mainstream"
while representing "the voices and experiences of a generation of marginal youths." He assesses the social
and political aspects of the movement and the music, duly noting the irony of how hip-hop's "livelihood . . .
[depends] almost entirely on its ability to sell black death" and requires its performers to "immerse
themselves into a world of urban villainy." In service of inquiry, he also surveys "the communities,
constituencies, and currents that make up the movement"; introduces readers to Kwame Kilpatrick, the self-
billed hip-hop mayor of Detroit; and draws extensively on a wide-ranging interview by Minister Louis
Farrakhan of rapper Ja Rule that is concerned with Ja's contretemps with rival rapper 50 Cent and with the
message their posturing and negativity sends. Quite an exposition of all things hip-hop. Mike Tribby
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
Watkins wisely chooses to focus on what has not been said . . . [and] tells his version of hip-hop's history in
lyrical prose, often mirroring the rhythms and wordplay of the music he's discussing. This is undoubtedly a
book for fans, but it is also an intriguing look at how hip-hop has become part of a universal cultural
conversation. -Publishers Weekly

"Offering a fast-moving and well-researched book, Watkins successfully unearths some of the disturbing and
encouraging implications of hip-hop culture." -Library Journal

"Quite an exposition of all things hip-hop." -Mike Tribby, Booklist

"Watkins well understands the challenges facing the nascent hip-hop political movement."--Adam Bradley,
Washington Post

"Watkins sets his tome apart with a meticulous attention to the facts . . . He leaves few stones unturned
examining the endless influence of hip-hop on the world around us, always with a critical eye."--URB

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


"Watkins's study is the best yet on the hip-hop industry. Watkins has provided nothing less than a political
economy of hip-hop, one that doesn't shy away from the dirty business hip-hop has become . . . He's also
attentive to the way hip-hop was affected by the appalling rates of incarceration and AIDS in black
communities." --Greg Tate, The Nation

"With Hip Hop Matters, S. Craig Watkins establishes himself as one of the most insightful observers and
critics of hip hop culture."--Michael Eric Dyson

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marilyn Washington:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This Hip Hop Matters: Politics, Pop Culture, and the Struggle for the Soul
of a Movement book is readable by means of you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts
here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want
to offer to you. The writer associated with Hip Hop Matters: Politics, Pop Culture, and the Struggle for the
Soul of a Movement content conveys the idea easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the content but it just different such as it. So , do you even now thinking Hip Hop
Matters: Politics, Pop Culture, and the Struggle for the Soul of a Movement is not loveable to be your top
collection reading book?

James Jones:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Hip Hop Matters: Politics, Pop
Culture, and the Struggle for the Soul of a Movement that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by
reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world
considerably better then how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction only
for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to
start reading through as your good habit, it is possible to pick Hip Hop Matters: Politics, Pop Culture, and the
Struggle for the Soul of a Movement become your own starter.

David Paras:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Hip Hop Matters: Politics, Pop
Culture, and the Struggle for the Soul of a Movement which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's find.



Steven Atkins:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or even make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real their
passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing reading
seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't see colorful pics on there.
Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that on this time,
many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Hip Hop Matters: Politics, Pop Culture, and the Struggle for the Soul of a Movement can
make you sense more interested to read.
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