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The trend toward greater decentralization of governance activities, now accepted
as commonplace in the West, has become a worldwide movement. This
international development—largely a product of globalization and
democratization—is clearly one of the key factors reshaping economic, political,
and social conditions throughout the world. Rather than the top-down, centralized
decisionmaking that characterized communist economies and Third World
dictatorships in the twentieth century, today's world demands flexibility,
adaptability, and the autonomy to bring those qualities to bear. In this thought-
provoking book, the first in a new series on Innovations in Governance, experts
in government and public management trace the evolution and performance of
decentralization concepts, from the transfer of authority within government to the
sharing of power, authority, and responsibilities among broader governance
institutions. This movement is not limited to national government—it also affects
subnational governments, NGOs, private corporations, and even civil
associations. The contributors assess the emerging concepts of decentralization
(e.g., devolution, empowerment, capacity building, and democratic governance).
They detail the factors driving the movement, including political changes such as
the fall of the Iron Curtain and the ascendance of democracy; economic factors
such as globalization and outsourcing; and technological advances (e.g. increased
information technology and electronic commerce). Their analysis covers many
different contexts and regions. For example, William Ascher of Claremont
McKenna College chronicles how decentralization concepts are playing out in
natural resources policy, while Kadmeil Wekwete (United Nations) outlines the
specific challenges to decentralizing governance in sub-Saharan Africa. In each
case, contributors explore the objectives of a decentralizing strategy as well as
the benefits and difficulties that will likely result.
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The trend toward greater decentralization of governance activities, now accepted as commonplace in the
West, has become a worldwide movement. This international development—largely a product of
globalization and democratization—is clearly one of the key factors reshaping economic, political, and social
conditions throughout the world. Rather than the top-down, centralized decisionmaking that characterized
communist economies and Third World dictatorships in the twentieth century, today's world demands
flexibility, adaptability, and the autonomy to bring those qualities to bear. In this thought-provoking book,
the first in a new series on Innovations in Governance, experts in government and public management trace
the evolution and performance of decentralization concepts, from the transfer of authority within government
to the sharing of power, authority, and responsibilities among broader governance institutions. This
movement is not limited to national government—it also affects subnational governments, NGOs, private
corporations, and even civil associations. The contributors assess the emerging concepts of decentralization
(e.g., devolution, empowerment, capacity building, and democratic governance). They detail the factors
driving the movement, including political changes such as the fall of the Iron Curtain and the ascendance of
democracy; economic factors such as globalization and outsourcing; and technological advances (e.g.
increased information technology and electronic commerce). Their analysis covers many different contexts
and regions. For example, William Ascher of Claremont McKenna College chronicles how decentralization
concepts are playing out in natural resources policy, while Kadmeil Wekwete (United Nations) outlines the
specific challenges to decentralizing governance in sub-Saharan Africa. In each case, contributors explore
the objectives of a decentralizing strategy as well as the benefits and difficulties that will likely result.
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Editorial Review

Review

About the Author

G. Shabbir Cheema  is the principal adviser on governance in the Department of Public Administration and
Development Management, within the UN's Department of Economic and Social Affairs. His most recent
book is Building Democratic Institutions: Governance Reform in Developing Countries (Kumarian Press,
2005). The late Dennis A. Rondinelli  was senior research scholar of public policy studies at Duke
University's Center for International Development. Among his books is Beyond Reconstruction in
Afghanistan: Lessons from Development Experience, coedited with John D. Montgomery (Palgrave, 2004).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donald Calderon:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How many people
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Decentralizing
Governance: Emerging Concepts and Practices (Brookings / Ash Center Series, "Innovative Governance in
the 21st Century") book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Carlos White:

The ability that you get from Decentralizing Governance: Emerging Concepts and Practices (Brookings /
Ash Center Series, "Innovative Governance in the 21st Century") could be the more deep you rooting the
information that hide into the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book
is hard to know but Decentralizing Governance: Emerging Concepts and Practices (Brookings / Ash Center
Series, "Innovative Governance in the 21st Century") giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author
conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the item because
the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your vocabulary increase
well. Making it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We highly recommend you for having this Decentralizing Governance: Emerging Concepts and
Practices (Brookings / Ash Center Series, "Innovative Governance in the 21st Century") instantly.



Kimberly Langdon:

The particular book Decentralizing Governance: Emerging Concepts and Practices (Brookings / Ash Center
Series, "Innovative Governance in the 21st Century") has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you
can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. This articles author makes some
research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
scanning this book.

Bradley Smith:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-book
technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Decentralizing Governance: Emerging Concepts and
Practices (Brookings / Ash Center Series, "Innovative Governance in the 21st Century") can give you a lot of
good friends because by you investigating this one book you have point that they don't and make an
individual more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve
offer you information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than various other make
you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have Decentralizing Governance: Emerging Concepts
and Practices (Brookings / Ash Center Series, "Innovative Governance in the 21st Century").
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